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£1  bn  discrepancy  in  official  figures 

NHS  boast 

backfires 
on  T ories 


David  Brindle,  Soda! 
Sanflres  CiMnespondant 
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WHITEHALL 
statisticians 
last  night 
withdrew  an 
nfRriai  anal- 
ysis of  the 
Government's  record  on  the 
National  Health  Service, 
showing  that  spending  has 
fhllea  £1  billion  in  real  terms 
over  three  years. 

The  analysis,  published 
today  in  Social  Trends,  the 
annual  bihle  social  statis- 
tics. contradicts  ministers’ 
repeated  assertions  that  the 
Conservati^  have  awarded 
the  NHS  real  annual  in- 
creases in  its  budget 

record  is  seen  by  the 
Tories  as  one  of  theur  stron- 
gest cards  jn  the  general  Sec- 
tion campaign,  particularly 
as  Labour  has  &iled  tojoaatch 
their  promise  in  contihue.'lt 
through  the  next  p^liament 
FoDowing  almost  24  hours 
of  frantic  activity  In  White- 
hall, after  the  Guardian  drew 
attention  to  the  analysis,  the 
OEQce  for  National  Statistics 
issued  an  amended  version  ! 
using  Department  of-  Health 
data  showing  that  govern- 
ment spending  has  risen 
consistently. 

However,  the  ONS  says  its 
ori^hal  analysis  was  baaed 
on  figures  and  guidance  fimn 
the  health  department  itsdC 
Its  statisticians  are  r^uctant 
either  to  take  the  blame  oec  to 
admit  the  analysis  was 
wholly  wrong. 

The  development,  which 
wOl  be  seen  Labour  as  a 
godsoid,  ocmtes  after  weeks  of 
point-scoring- by  Stej^en  Dor- 
rell,  the  Secretary  of  State  ibr. 
He^th.  on  labour’s  failure  to 
say  it  would  match  — let 
alone  trump  — the  Govern- 
ment’s spending  record  on 
the  health  service.  • 

Although  health  Is 
regarded  as  a reliable  vote- 
winner  fbr  tabour.'Mr  D(^ 
rell’s  Ml  the  issue 

has  contrasted  sharply  with, 
the  e^dent  awlnrardness'.af 
Chris  Smith,,  his  Laho.ar 
shadow,  whMe  hancte  hs^ 


The  Whitehall 
statisticians 
arereluctmtto 
take  blame  and 
deny  analysis 
wasvyrpng 

been  tied  by  the  dampdown 

rai  qpflprtfaigfOTmmttmentK.QT> 

dered  by  Gordon  Bro^  the 
diadow  chancellor. 

Social  Trends,  pubUshed  by 
the  ONS  and  used  widely  as 
an  tappeccahly  rdiahle  data 
source,  draws  much  of  its  ma- 
terial from  other  governmeDt 
dqertmexits. 

What  is  proposed  fbr  ptibli- 
cation  is  discussed  -with  .the 
source  departments  and,  , as  a' 
of-  course,- referred 
back  to  them  fbr  checking' and. 

eignirtgnff 

l^e  puldisbed  andysis.of 
real  growth  in  NHS  spending 
is  fbr  tile  Kingdom  as, 
a whole.  The  tr»d  is  shown 
on  a chart  as  a thw  fellmg' 
slightly  since  1992S3,  juxta- 
posed with  a rising  Jlne  for 
real  giowth  In  spending  .on 
social  security  benefits. 

Ahhough  :the  figure,  on 
which  Jhe  chart  is  are 
not  gtvdi'  fn  tile -vcihijine}'  the 
GNS  made  than  fte^  avail- 
able: based  on  199SM  [prices, 
'th^  show  qiendmgdFappiiig 
from  £42.3  bBlion  in  1992^  to 


£41.5  billion  in  1993^  and 
£4L2  billion  in  1994-96,  before 
rising  again  to  £41.3  billion  in 
199&96. 

Ihe  healfh  department  was 
asked  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
bow  Oiese  figure  squared 
with  previous  one.  Yester- 
day afternoon,  the  depart- 
ment finally  produced  its  own 
figures,  also  based  on  1995-96 
prices,  showing  that  spending 
was  only  £38A  billion  in  1992- 
93.  rising  to  £39J  billion  in 
1993^  £40A  billion  in  1994^ 
arid  £41.3  billion  in  199&96.  i 

Later,  the  ONS  itself  issued 
the  same  figures  and  an 
amended  version  of  the  chart, 
showing  a gently  but  consis- 
tently rlsii^  trend  line  for 
real  NHS  spending. 

The  official  explanation  of  j 
the  sequence  of  events  is  that  I 
there  was  confrisiMi  ov^.  the ; 
use  of  a deflator,  tiie 
cal  device  for  ironing  C^ph^ 
efiecfs-  of-  firfiatinii  on-Kteta- 
series.  Both  the  origin^-apd 
revised  analyses  are-saii^^to 
have  u^  the  GDP  ftross  dqf 
mestic  prodnct)  nuuket  prii^ . 
deflator.  ' 

*016  data  used  in  the  o^ir 
nai  analy^,  however, '-were  < 
not  -only  deflated  for. -prices 
hut  adjusted  against  the 
growth  of  the  economy  — the 
effect  being  that  the  real  NHS 
spending  frend  was  shown  to 
have  fallCT  hrihijid  overall 
eccmomic  growth. 

Tim  Harris,  one.  of  tiie 
.'auttiors  of  Social  Trends,  said 
all  tiie  data  h^  borne  ftom 
the  health  d^artment  ’’We 
I ware  - supplied  wttii  various 
: scorts  of  deflators  and  a letter 
with  a strong  recammenda- 
.tion  that  we  use  these 
numbers.” 

As  prodncticai  of  the  chart 
had  been  delayed,:  not  least 
because  of  an  earlier  argu- 
ment with  the  health  depart- 
ment over  the  data,  it  had  not 
been  possible  to  send  the 
finVeTiarf  analysis  bade  for 

What  was  published  was 
^erroneous”  in  the  way  it  was 
presented.  Mr  Harris  said. 
However,  it  was  not  necessar- 
ily. an  hivalid  way  of  looking 
at  healfh  spending  troids. 
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' Jcdmfrfejor,  wUh  Welsh  Secrriaxy.WlUiaziLHfegae  (left)  and  Eoirean  ambassador  D.  J.  Choi,  cutting  the  first  sod  at  the  LG  Wales  site  at  Newport  >‘esterda>'. 
The  Etime  Mlniwter  said  the  facb^,  which  wlll'iicovide  6,000 Jobs,  was  *ilie  biggest  inward  investment  anywhere  in  Europe’  photograph:  bahfiv  BATCHaca 

Toyota's  EMU  threat  to  Britain 


EwnMarfleMItaiwI 

PetarllelliMhigluii 

The  Japanese  car 
giant.TcQ'Ota  threw  a 
timebomb  into  the 
European  single  cur- 
rency ddiate  yestetday  liy 
issnkig  a threat  to  Britain 
tiiat  feOure  to  Join  could  see 
its  Tt»iiti.mmi<m  pound  in- 
vestments switched  to  the 
Continent 

The  apparent  ultimatum 
flrom  wirftghi  Qkuda,  presi- 
dent of  tiie  company  which 
employs  2,000  people  in  Brit- 1 
ain,  threw  into  stark  relief ! 
the  mnBwpiBnflfta  of  a debate  j 
that  at  times  has  seemed 
remote  from  the  public. 

It  is  the  first  time  a major 
"nrnparty  has  givm  such  a 
warning  and  provides  a-pow- 
erfta  boost  to  pro-Eurqiieans 
who  have  been  coming  oET 
second  best  in  the  argument 
The  other  two  principal 


Japanese  car  manufecturers 
in  Britain  — Honda  and  Nis- 
san — Rifitanrad  fhemselves 
finm  Toyota’s  comments. 

The  Governmen'^  thrown 
off  balance,  was  last  night  ur^ 


gently  seeking  clarification  of 
Mr  Okuda’s  remarks,  made  in 
a briefing  to  business  corre- 
spondents in  Japan.  Although 
the  thrust  was  clear,  some 
points  were  contradictory. 

His  rtenarks  undomined 
the  Government’s  repeated 
insistence  that  investmeaits 
were  flowii^  into  Britain  be- 
cause it  was  not  burdened 
with  European  Union  rules 
such  as  the  social  chapter, 
and  the  argument  of  Euro- 
sceptics  that  l^taln  would 
stm  prove  a popular  invest- 
ment evoi  if  on  the  of 
the  Europ^  market 

tirning  was  especially 
bad  for  the  Government  with 
John  Major  in  south  Wales 
yesterday  moniing  praising 
Britain’s  ability  to  attract  in- 
vestment The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  Ian  Lang, 
was  holding  a press  confer- 
ence on  the  same  theme. 

. The  intervention  of  Toyota 
in  the  British  election  cam- 


And  in  th^  name  of  work  experience,  I thee  wed 


iHaitlaWMnwrigW 

BBITAIN’S  army  of  teen- 
agers on  work  experir 
ence  — already,  respoo- 
ffThift  for  stitching  up  hospital 
wounds . and.  reporting  on 
murder  trials. ^-has-hroken 
yet  more  controversial  new 
ground.  .' 

Acti^  on  the  ”Go  for  if^ 
guicteiines  of  career  .tffieers, 
an  l6-yearold  theok^ical  stu- 
dent stepp^  in  to  ctmdimt  a 
young  couple's  wedding, 
when  a muddle  ovmr  timing 
led  to  the  vkar  arrzviiig  an 
hour  late.  - • 

Although  the  fresh-faced, 
amateur  priest. -did  a techni- 
cally exc^ent  Job,  slipping 
Rodney  EarnshaWa  on  to 
Shirley  Wilson’s  corirect  fin^ 
ger  and  cniising  throat  .the, 
responses,  his  initiative' 
aided  in  disaster.  • 

“We're  terribly  soiry,^  said 
a Wakefield  diocesan  voiqe  on . 


the'phoizieto'tiie  Eaim^ws  a 
we^  after  the  £8,000  cere- 
-mopy  In  Golcar,  near  Hud- 
dersfield. *3nt  Qie  lad  wasn't. 
brdaihecU'.  in  feci  he’cl  only 
Just'  got  his  A-leyels.  .You’re 
Hot  husbazMl]  and  .wife  in  Ihe 
eyes  of  eftiier  God  or.  -.tiie 
law.”.'  ,-  y 

Rodn^  and ' Shirley  - are 
qilng  for  tiie  cost  of  a new 
wedding,  htit  yesterd^  ex- 1 
pressed  grudging  admintion , 
fbr  the  'un-named  student  | 
who  was  doing  work  expnri- 
eiM  as  a server,  or-dhurch 

a<^eh>nt, 

- Rodney,  a night-shift 
worker  aged  25,  said:  ’’I 
fhoughiT the . lad  was  a-'btt 
young  Init  he  was  iiicrecllbity 
betievable  and  we  had  im 

reason  to  doutit  him.” 

.TTie  viev,  Rev  Robin  Town- 
send. arrived  at  St  John  the 
Evangelist’s'  -.church  at  the 
endoftiieoiereixtODy,  afterthe 
teena^.^wtiojli^  stepped  in 
•but  tf  a sense.  ?oC.Christian 


f 


The  would-be  priest  conducts  the  xnariiage  of  Rodney  Eamshaw  and  Shirley  Wilson 

duty,  had  confidentiy  asked  Martin  fhoaqpton,  who  was  prised  that  the  wedding  bad 
more  *hfln  100  guests  if  th^  away,  said  he  had  not  been  gone  ahead  is  an  undersfate- 
taiflwflf  any  just  canse  or  to  informed  of  a time  efoange  ment  ^ 1 was  shocked  and 
pedlmteit  to  ^ proceeding  audited  watched  the  final  mo-  horrified,”  he  said.  “I  haven’t 


Rev  Townsend,  standing  Jn  I ments  at  the  altar  attest 


a due  who  the  lad  is.  The 


for  ^ John's  incumbent  Rev  f “To  say  that  T was  sur^  I whole  thing  is  very  unfortu- 


nate and  I am  very  sorry  for 
the  couple." 

The  Bi^op  of  Wakefield,  Rt 
Rev  Nigel  McCuQou^  said 
he  was  distressed  by  the  turn 
of  events,  hut  could  not  dabo- 
rate  because  legal  proceed- 
ings  were  expected.  The 
church  has  ofiared  to  waive 
the  fee  for  a second  wedding, 
but  the  couple’s  solicitor 
John  Bodnar  said  that  with- 
out compensation  they  could 
not  afford  the  dress,  flowers, 
reception  and  photc^rapher 
whiA  had  made  the  original 
ceremony  memtnuble. 

' Shirley,  who  works  for  a 
make-up  compemy  and  is  also 
' 26,  said  the  day  had  indeed 
been  memorable.  “It's  not 
I somethii^  you  would  ever 
! consider  to  happen.  The  big- 
gest of  our  lives  was 
totally  shattered."  Mr  Earn- 
shaw  agreed,  but  added: 
“Everythiiv  was  a blur  at  the 
wedding  I’ve  really  no  idea 
who  married  us.” 


Comnent  and  Letters  8; 
ObihiarfeslO 


(^wnword16;Westlierl6; 
Radio 


paign  came  when  Mr  Okuda. 
according  to  news  agency 
reports,  indicated  the  com- 
pany would  shift  its  European 
investments  to  continental 
Europe  if  Britain  did  not  join 
the  EMU.  Asked  if  Toyota’s 
future  strata  in  Britain  will 
change  depending  on  whether 
it  joins  the  EMU,  Mr  Okuda 
said:  “It  will  change.” 

But  Downing  Street  drew  a 
little  comfort  from  a further 
ambiguous  comment  in 


which  Mr  Okuda  suggested 
Toyota  might  not  make  fur- 
ther investmmts  in  Britain 
anyway.  He  is  reported  as 
saying:  “Regardless  of- 
whether  Britain  joins  [tlie 
EMU],  I have  a feeling  that  It 
would  be  excessive  if  we 
made  additional  (invest- 
ments] in  Britain." 

The  company  was  reluctant 
Tam  to  page  2.  column  3 

Leader  comment,  page  8 


Will  you  help  save 
Jenny’s  life  tonight? 


O’cL’i^ 


Jenny  sleeps  in  a shop  doorway  - but  not  to  queue 
for  die  sales.  She’s  there  because  she%  homeless.  All 
she  wants  this  winter  is  to  survive  - but  without  help, 
she  may  not. 

Jenny  has  learned  go  cope  ^th  dirt,  hunger  and  illness 
- but  harsh  weather  could  finish  her  off.  Last  winter,  in 
London  alone,  74  pec^le  perished  while  sleeprps  rough. 

You  can  help  Jenny  — and  hundreds  like  her  - make  it 
through  lAdncer.  Send  £25  to  Crisis  today.  We'll  use  it  to 
give  a vulnerable  homeless  person  food,  warmth  and 
shelter  at  one  of  our  emergency  cold  weather  shelters. 

£25  is  a small  price  to  pay  to  save  a human  life.  But  it 
could  be  the  most  important  saving  you’ll  ever  make. 


Crisis  Winter  Emergency 


Yes,  ril  keep  homeless  people  warm: 

□ £IS  ^£25  niSO  □£250’other£ 

I enclose  a cheque  made  pa/able  to  Grids.  OR  debit  my.  .f 
O Visa  D Access  O Swrftch^  other  _ 

Card  no.  ///////////////// 
^Last  three  diffits  of  Switch  card  no.  I I Ciiifrh  issue  no  7__ 


Expiry  date—  L — Signature 

* Clio  of  050  or  mere  ore  worth  almost  a third  anv  to  us  wider  Gift  Aid 


CRfllS 


/'.'-■’"'V  jB**  770261  "307347 


Name  (caps)  nr/Mra/Ms . 


I OR  plosc  phone  our  doradon  line  0500  10  99  99^0 

^Crttb^PO  Bt»  l3295.fteepOKEDOX79l, London  Cl  IBR 
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Sketch 


An  absolutely 
Fabricant  day 


Simon  Hoggart 


The  day  of  the  Great  De- 
bate dawned.  There  were 
signs  and  portents.  Me- 
linda Messenger,  aged  22, 
hailed  in  yesterday's  Sun  as 
the  Page  3 Girl  for  a New  Mil- 
lennium. revealed  that  she 
will  vote  Labour  in  the  elec- 
tion. “The  country  could  do 
with  a cbange."shescated. 

Political  commentators  ar- 
gued that  the  pledge  by  lovely 
34D-22-34  Melinda  could  neu- 
tralise the  key  support  Tories 
received  &om  the  Spice  Girls 
last  month. 

On  my  local  station  I spot- 
ted a young  woman  in  flared 
loon  pants,  in  a maffl'c  mush- 
room pattern,  reminiscent  of 
the  early  l9T0s  when  Micky 
Fhbb  was  a top  DJ  in  the 
Breton  and  Rottingdean 
area.  (Who  can  forget  Tiger 
Feet:  the  Club  Re-mix?) 

On  the  train  to  Westmin- 
ster, I thought  of  Micky  Fabb, 
now  reborn  as  Michael  Fabri- 
cant MP,  preparing  his  mo- 
ment in  history.  His  sperch. 
we  later  learnt  was  being 
beautifliUy  printed  on  Com- 
mons crested  notepaper.  He 
himself  had  waxed  his  hair  to 
a lustrous  sheen,  and  sported  a 
gipaming  blue  hanky  in  bis 
breast  pocket,  so  he  looked 
like  one  of  the  Care  Bears. 

He  must  have  been  dread- 
fully nervous,  like  the  central 
figures  in  other  great  parlia- 
mentary events;  the  vote  on 
the  Reform  Bill,  the  Norway 
Debate.  Geoffrey  Howe's  resig- 
nation speech.  1 was  edgy  my- 
self. Would  my  pen  rise  to  the 
occasion  or  would  it  limply 
refuse  to  perform? 

Mr  Fabricant  was  to^>eak 
in  one  of  the  Wednesday  morn- 
ing adjournment  debates.  His 
topic  was  The  Year  of  £n^- 
neering  Success.  The  Cham- 
ber was  expectant  and  hushed 
— partly  because  only  three 
MPs  were  present 
Even  the  Strangers'  Gallery 
reflected  the  awesome  nature 
of  the  coming  debate.  As  it 
proceeded,  several  members 
of  the  public  were  obliged  to 


leave,  perhaps  fearful  of  faint- 
ing with  escitemenL 

Mr  Fabricant  rose.  He  had 

US  gripped  at  once.  “Aseries  of 
initiatives . . . raise  the  profile 
of  engineering . . .''It  wasa 
measured,  confident  start. 

Then,  astoundingly,  an  in- 
terventioa.  Tim  Ratbbone  tC, 
Lewes)  stood  up.  We  held  our 
breath.  His  words  were  terse, 
harsh,  unsparing.  Was  this 
not  a good  time  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  excdlent  career  op- 
portunities in  engineerittg? 

Fabricant  rose  again.  His 
answer  was  simple,  incontro- 
vertible. “Yes,"  he  sadd,  in  a 
House  so  quiet  you  could  have 
beard  a wig  drop.  He  bad  sur- 
vived one  intervention  trium- 
phantly; we  knew  there  would 
be  no  more. 

Mewwhile  Ian  Taylor,  the 
minister  whose  task  was  to 
reply,  sat  on  the  front  bench, 
one  foot  on  the  clerk’s  table, 
the  other  tapping  on  the  car- 
pet At  one  point  weirdly,  he 
kneeled  on  the  floor  and  shuf- 
fled along  to  get  a glass  of  water 
— no  doubt  so  there  was  no 
chance  of  his  blockmg  the  TV 
cameras'  view  of  Fabricant 

Soon  Mr  Taylor's  eyes 
closed  and  his  head  nodded 
forward  to  his  chest  The  igno- 
rant might  imagine  he  was 
asleep,  but  we  knew  be  was 
concentrating,  conserv  ing  his 
mentel  powers  for  the  reply — 
a reply  which  ml^t  make  or 
bre^  his  career. 

Mr  Fabricant  described 
how  an  engineer  had  made 
bank  cash  dispensers  work 
quicker.  “This  will  not  be 
pleasing  to  my  colleagues 
whose  wives  use  their  cash 
cards  to  withdraw  money!''  he 
joked — a brilliantly  ju^ed 
moment  of  levity  amid  his  sol- 
emn oration. 

Suddenly  his  voice  rose  to  a 
shout.  “Mr  Deputy  Speaker! 
These  are  the  people  who 
know,  the  people  who  employ 
people!"  (are  Oxe  duckiest 
people . . .)  Mr  Tsjlor  jerked  in 
his  seat,  and  began  urgently 
scribbling  notes. 

As  the  debate  ended.  I hemd 
a syrupy  voice  say  to  Mr  Fab- 
ricant: ‘T  must  get  a video  of 
that!"  It  sounded  like  Gyles 
Brandreth  MP,  the  oiliest 
member  of  the  House.  Surely 
even  Brandreth  could  not  say 
anything  quite  so  oles^lnous. 
But  there  he  was,  luridng  near 
the  Speaker’s  Chair.  Perhaps 
itwasajoke. 

Mr  Fabricant  looked  de- 
lighted and  relieved.  His  hour 
bad  come,  and  he  had  met  it 


Review 


Too  much  of  the 
funny  business 


Lyn  Gardner 

Three  Hours  After  Hamage 

Barbican 

JUST  when  you  thought 
the  panto  season  was 
over,  the  Royal  Shake- 
speare Company  wheels  out 
this  long-forgotten  comedy,  a 
joint  effort  by  the  Augustan 
n- j .Tohn  G.iy.  Alexander 
Pope  and  John  .\rbuthnot. 

There  is  no  pantomime 
horse  but  there  are  flinny  wigs, 
funny  wnilks  and  fUrmy  ac- 
cents. :md  tile  comedy  reaches 
its  nol-so-hiiarious  climax  In  a 
snappy  confrontation  between 
two  riv^  in  love  dressed  as  an 
Egy-ption  mummy  and  a croco- 
ri  de.  .A  sort  of  Carry  On  Peter 
Pan  Up  The  Nile. 

The  director.  Richard  Cott- 
rell. nently  pre-empts  accusa- 
tions that  this  farcied  satire, 
largely  unrevived  since  its 
1717  premiere  but  in  its  day 
applauded  for  lampooning  the 
literal^-  and  personal  enemies 
of  the  authors,  is  a mere  curi- 
osity. He  and  the  designer. 
Tim  Goodchild,  transform  the 
entire  stage  into  a private  mu- 
seum crammed  w*ith  the  exotic 
and  grote.‘sque;  butterflies  jos- 
tle dragonflies.  giant  eggs,  a 
.stuffed  bear,  a dodo  skeleton 
and  e\'en  a case  of  what  appear 
to  be  mermaid  babies. 

This  is  the  dusty  domain  of 
Doctor  Fossil  (Clive  Francis 
sporting  LK'nis  Healey  eye- 
brows), who  has  just  collected 
what  be  believes  to  be  his 
most  valu-ible  and  rarest  ex- 
hibit: a bride.  Unfortunately 
his  young  wife.  Susannah,  is 
hardly  the  virtuous  virgin  be 
believes  her  to  be.  She  is.  in 
fact,  a scheming  widow  on  the 
make.  Soon  the  house  is  being 
besieged  by  her  suitors. 


Plotwell  and  Underplot,  wbo 
sport  a variety  of  disguises  so 
eager  are  they  to  cuckold  her 
increasingly  suspicious  hus- 
band before  he  gets  a chance 
to  consummate  the  marriage 
and  beget  a longed-for  heir. 

Cottrell  clearly  trusts  the 
material  about  as  much  as  the 
Jealous  Fossil  trusts  his  three- 
timing  wife.  Like  Fossil,  he 
may  have  a point.  The  satiri- 
cal arrows  aimed  at  long-for- 
gotten figures  of  18th-century 
Literary  London  no  longer  find 
their  niaiic — not  even,  I can 
assure  you.  in  the  character  of 
the  puffed-up  critic.  Sir  Tre- 
mendous, who  can  "instruct 
the  town  to  dislike  what  has 
pleased  them". 

The  updating  to  a vague  vie- 
toriana  serves  well  enough, 
but  combined  witb  Mark  War- 
man's  saucy  music  succeeds 
In  giving  the  enterprise  the 
air  of  a f^ntly  lewd  end-of-tbe- 
pler  show  on  its  last  legs. 

Most  fhtal  of  all  to  the 
comedy  are  the  gross  charac- 
terisations and  costumes  and 
the  encouragement  to  over- 
play. it  is  almost  Impossible 
for  an  audience  to  relax 
enough  to  laugh  when  the  per- 
formers deliver  all  the  Unes 
with  a nervy  overstatement 
and  lots  of  superfluous  funny 
business. 

Richard  McCabe  has  some 
good  moments  disguised  as  a 
fake  Polish  doctor  and  as  the 
shuffling  mummy,  as  does 
Clive  Francis  as  FossU,  who 
finds  himself  married,  wid- 
owed and  a father  all  in  the 
space  of  three  hours.  But  It 
was  telling  that  at  last  night's 
performance  the  pair  laughed 
more  at  their  own  ad  libs  and 
at  each  other  than  the  audi- 
ence did  at  them. 

77iis  reuiew  appeared  in 
some  edit  tons  yesterday. 


Blair  for  Holocaust  denial  ban 


Luke  Harding 


A FUTURE  Labour  govern- 
ment would  consider 
making  denial  of  the  Holo- 
caust a criminal  offence, 
Tony  Blair  said  yesterday. 

Speaking  at  a new  exhibi- 
tion devoted  to  Anne  Frank, 
he  said  there  was  a "very 
strong  case"  for  such  a mea- 
sure and  he  would  give 
"active  consideration'"  to  iL 
His  comments  come  as  a 


Labour  MP  yesterday  intro- 
duced a bfll  in  the  Commons 
which  stands  no  chance  of  be- 
coming law.  But  Mr  Gapes' 
Holocaust  Denial  Bill  — 
which  would  seek  prison  sen- 
tences for  those  convirxed  — 
could  be  revived  following  a 
Labour  election  victory. 

"There  is  a very  strong  case 
that  denial  of  the  Holocaust 
should  be  a specific  oflience," 
Mr  Blair  said  yesterday. 
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Senior  party  source  admits  conference  will  become  presentational  rather  than  policy-making  body 

Labour  agrees  shake-up 


Bwen  Chief 

PoHeal  Correspondent 


LABOUR'S  ruling 
national  executive 
committee  yesterday 
approved  sweeping 
chwges  to  two  of  the 
party's  traditional  structures, 
the  annual  conference  and 
the  NEC  itself. 

It  is  a blow  to  the  left  of  the 
party,  which  has  long  fought 
to  ensure  Uzat  the  conference 

remains  the  dominant  policy- 
making  forum. 

The  party’s  eventual  goal  Is 
to  make  the  conference  pri- 
marily a presentational  b^y 
rather  than  a policy-making 
one,  a member  of  the  shadow 
cabinet  sold  yesterday. 

The  confidential  doevaxtent 
setting  out  the  changes. 
Labour  into  Power  a Frame- 
work for  Partnership,  was 
drawn  up  by  Tom  Sawyer,  the 


general  secretary.  The  docu- 
ment. a copy  of  which  has  been 
obtained  by  the  Guardian, 
amounts  to  a death-kneQ  for 
the  old-style  dramas  played  out 
at  Labour  conferences. 

It  says  that  "gladiatorial 
contests  and  deeply  divisive 
conflicts  particularly  capture 
attendoD  irrespective  of  their 
true  significance;  and  the  al- 
leged power  and  influence  of 
key  individuals,  unions  or 
groups  are  emphasised". 

The  changes  are  part  of 
Tony  Blair's  strategy  of 
streamlining  tbe  party  in 
preparation  for  gov’emment 
and  to  avoid  embarrassing 
disruption  by  tackbenchers 
and  activists. 

Opponents  claimed  the 
changes  amounted  to  ftirther 
centralisation  by  the  labour 
leader.  The  leftwing  back- 
bencher Tony  Benn  said;  “It 
is  the  Americanisation  of  the 
Labour  Pa^  in  which  the 


conference  would  become  a 
rally  for  the  leadership." 

Tbe  party  leadership  pub- 
licly insist^  that  the  r^onns 
were  not  to  centralise  power 
but  to  make  decision-making 
more  democratic. 

In  private,  however,  a 
senior  source  confirmed  the 
fears  of  the  left  when  he  said: 
"The  purpose  of  the  confer- 
ence is  presentational." 

Having  introduced  rules  be- 
fore Christmas  to  tighten  dis- 
mpline  in  the  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party,  the  party  lead- 
ership now  wants  to  sort  out 
tbe  NEC  and  tbe  conference 
to  avoid  the  kind  of  scenes 
LabcMir  witnessed  in  the  idSDs 
and  1970s — such  as  ministers 
being  shouted  down  in.  front 
^e  conference  television 
cameras  and  email  groups 
leftwingers  exercising  huge 
infli^ce  through  the  NEC 
and  at  conference. 

The  NEC  approved  the 


changes  yesterday  by  23  to  L 
with  only  Dennis  Sklxmer.  tbe 
leftwing  MP  for  Bolsover.  vot- 
mg  against. 

Key  points  In  tbe  report 
are:  the  NEC  would  have  a 
responsibility  to  support  the 
labour  government:  the  par- 
ty’s policy-making  pro- 
^■amme  would  be  overseen 
by  a joint  Cabinet/’NEC  com- 
mittee chaired  by  the  leader; 
the  conference  would  be 
structured  to  give  the  oppor- 
ttmi^  for  more  detailed  dis- 
cussion about  policy  propos- 
als: and  the  NEC  would 
broaden  its  representation  to 
include  constituttcy  parties, 
the  Cabinet,  tbe  PLP.  the 
European  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party,  local  govern- 
ment and  black  and  Asian 
members. 

Mr  Blair  said  tbe  sbake-up 
would  prevent  a small  group 
of  party  activists  wielding 
"dispropmtionate  power"  if 


Labour  won  the  general  elec- 
don.  Be  said;  "This  is  a great 
step  forward.  It  changes  the 
whole  way  party  institutions 
work.  We  are  creating  a 
broad-bs^  party,  genuinely 
representative  of  tbe  commu- 
nities we  seek  to  serve. 

"The  changes  made  today 
will  demonstrate  once  more  a 
teadeiTbip  in  stop  with  tbe 
party  and  a party  that  is  in 
stop  with  the  people." 

An  immediate  consequence 
of  the  change  was  that  Mr 
Skiiwer.  a long-serving  mem- 
ber of  the  NEC.  predicted 
afterward  that  he  was  un- 
likely fo  be  elected  to  the 
bo^.  Mr  Skinner,  often  tbe 
only  dissentii^  leflwlng  voice 
on  the  NEC,  said  that  as  an 
MP  be  would  not  even  be  able 
to  stand  under  the  new  rules. 

"I've  managed  to  survive 
for  about  20  years  on  and  off 
by  a democratic  process,”  he 
said.  "But  under  ftiese  new 


orders  1 shan’t  even  be 
O^wed  to  stand  in  the  con- 
stituency section." 

A Sign  that  tbe  NEC  was  to 
be  downgraded  anyway  was 
the  announcement  of  the 
shadow  chancellor.  Gordon 
Brown,  that  he  woiild  not  be 
standing  for  election  to  It  In 
October.  Mr  Brown,  who  U 
likely  to  be  in  tiw  Cabinet 
anyway,  said  be  would  moke 
way  for  "ordinary  party 
members". 

He  said;  **1  have  always 
wanted  more  party  members 
who  are  not  MPs  on  the  NEC. 
Now  that  the  reforms  that  I 
and  others  have  promoted  for 
years  are  being  agreed  to  give 
more  saj*  to  an  ever  e:qiand- 
ing  membership.  1 am  happy 
to  stand  down  from  the  NEC 
constituency  section  to  give 
ordinary  members  a greater 
say." 
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Norman  Stone:  to  become  'Professor  of  Divine  li^t  in  the  Unlvermty  of  Bliss’  in  Turkey 


‘Conman’  faked  miracle 


Two  deny  wheelchair  swindle 
which  ended  in  church  charade 


Luke  Harding 


TO  THE  good  folk  of  Ellim 
Pentecostal  Church,  in 
Coventry,  it  seemed 
nothing  short  of  a miracle. 

During  a service  Paul  Red- 
head. who  claimed  he  had 
been  brain-danuaged  at  birth, 
sprang  from  his  wheelchair 
and  aimouDced  that  God  had 
cured  him. 

There  was  “great  excite- 
ment''. a court  heard  yester- 
day, and  when  Redhead 
started  talking  in  tongues,  tbe 
“devout  congregation’’  be- 
came convinced  they  were 
witnessing  a miracle. 

In  feet  Redhead  had  tired  of 
his  elaborate  scam  to  swindle 
parishioners  and  decided  the 
onl>'  way  to  end  the  charade 


was  to  stage  a "Laxarus  re- 
enactment". it  was  claimed. 

Redhead,  aged  28.  and  his 
"carer",  Peter  Callister,  aged 
34.  yesterday  appeared  at  Bir- 
mtngham  Crown  Court 
charged  with  conspiracy  to 
defraud,  which  they  deny. 

The  court  was  told  the  scam 
started  in  1995  after  Redhead 
had  been  lent  a wheelchair 
while  being  treated  for  epi- 
lepsy. Callister  started  wheel- 
ing Redhead  round  town 
where  he  would  grunt  and 
laugh  at  passers-by. 

Locals  were  persuaded  be 
had  the  mental  capabilities  of 
a six-month-old  and  began 
fundraising  when  told 
bursars  had  stolen  money  put 
aside  for  a new  wheelcbair. 

The  pair  later  plundered 
the  Paul  Redhead  V^eelcbalr 


Fund,  the  court  beard.  They 
also  approached  pari^loners 
at  F(im  Pentecostal  Church, 
who  raised  £160. 

The  scam  unravelled  last 
February  when  Redheacl  went 
to  the  churrii  service.  David 
lies,  prosecuting,  said:  "He 
suddenly  started  speaking  in 
tongues,  a recognised  occur- 
rence in  a Pentecostal  church 
when  a person  is  overtaken 
by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“He  pulled  himself  out  of 
his  wb^chair,  began  looking 
around  and  waiised  unaided." 
Tbe  congregation  believ^  it 
was  a miracle,  he  adde^ 

Eager  to  know  nmre,  tbe 
local  minister  visited  tbe 
pair's  booM  in  Coventry,  that 
evening.  Redhead  insisted 
God  had  healed  hicn.  but  the 
minister  was  sceptic^  and  acs 
compand  him  the  neatt  day 
to  hospital.  Readhead.  con- 
fronted by  a reporter,  admit- 
ted the  sham  ei^t  daj^  later. 

The  case  continues  today. 


Toyota  threat  to  Britain 


continued  from  page  1 
last  night  to  add  to  thecontro- 
vers3'  and  confined  itself  to  a 
terse  statement  “We  have  al- 
ready invested  £840  million  in 
our  UK  plants  and  we  are  cur- 
rently investing  a further 
£200  million.  These  plans 
remain  unehaziged." 

Tbe  shadow  chancellor, 
Gordon  Brown,  said  the  threat 
reflected  concern  among  for- 
eign investors  at  the  infight- 
ing in  the  GovenunenL 

Edwlna  Currie,  the  Conser- 
vative MP  whose  Derbyshire 
constituency  includes  the 
Toyota  pL-ant,  badte^  up  the 
view  that  Mr  Okuda's 
remarks  were  not  being  taken 
out  of  context  when  she 
reveaied  she  had  received  a 
letter  in  November  with  simi- 


lar sentiments  from  the 
company. 

Toyota,  which  began  pro- 
duction of  its  Carina  model 
near  Derby  la  1992,  has  al- 
ready announced  a £200  mii- 
lion  additional  Investaneot  to 
build  its  smaller  Corolla  mod- 
el in  the  plant  by  next  year  — 
pushing  up  annual  produc- 
tion to  200,000  models. 

Some  senior  Japanese  exec- 
utives view  the  prospect  of  an 
increasingly  Euro-sceptical 
Tory  party  with  some  horror 
— althou^  most  are  working 
on  the  assumption  of  a more 
Euro-friendly  Blair 
govenimenL 

Other  foreign  investors 
have  hit  out  at  the  Covem- 
ment’s  semi-detached  stance 
on  Europe.  Berndt  Pisebets- 


rieder,  head  of  BMW  which 
now  controls  Rover  and  is 
planning  to  invest  £IB  bmiOQ 
in  tbe  company  over  tbe  next 
three  years,  has  openly  cbal- 
Isziged  the  Government  to 
sign  up  to  tbe  single  cur- 
teocy.  He  said  Britain’s  social 
chapter  opt-out  was  irrele- 
vant BM^s  decision  to  in- 
vest to  Britain  was  not  b^ 
cause  of  lower  wage  and 
social  costs,  nor  higher  subsi- 
dies, but  to  preserve  engineer- 
tog  know-how  at  Rover. 

Honda  said  last  night  It  was 
committed  to  tbe  Investment 
In  Britain,  irrespe^ve  of 
whether  ft  joined  the  EMU,  as 
did  Nissan  which  recently  an- 
nounced a further  £315  mil- 
lion investment  in  its  Sunder- 
land plant, 


Oxford’s  history  man 
seeks  Turkish  delight 


LukaHanflng 


Norman  stone  — 
Oxford  media  don, 
Thatcherite  ultra 
and  bete  noire  of  the 
liberal  EstabUshment  — is 
quitting  the  world  of  Brit- 
ish academe  to  take  np  a 
research  post  in  Tnikey. 

The  55-year-old  Professor 
of  Modern  History  at 
Oxford  is  to  step  down  after 
13  years  in  the  job.  He  will 
swap  bis  fellowship  at 
Worcester  College  for  a 
three-bedroom  Oat  In  An- 
kara. where  he  will  set  up  a 
Rnssian-Turldsh  Distitnte. 

**rhere  is  nothing  terri- 
bly dramatic  about  my  de- 
partnre,**  he  said  yMter- 
dscf-  makes  sense  for  me 
to  fokg  early  retirement  It 
is  time  to  go  off  and  do 
something  else.** 

BOs  departure  in  March 
marks  the  end  of  an  era. 
Daring  his  pngaamons  teo- 
ore.  Prof  Stone  offended 
many  with  his  robnst  That- 
chermania  and  fondness 
for  shooting  from  the  hip. 

A proUQc  writer  whose 
appearance  was  once  com- 
pai^  to  a cnunpled  senior 
detective  in  a French  gang- 
ster film,  be  will  canttone 
his  research  into  Eastern 

Europe  and  m&lwtgin  fiats 
In  Moscow  and  Oxford. 

His  support  for  Bosnia 
daring  the  war  in  former 
Yugoslavia  played  an  Inflo- 
ential  part  In  the  decision 
by  BUkent  University,  near 
Ankara,  to  create  a new 
post  for  him  as  Professor  of 
International  Relations. 

Yesterday  be  fired  a 
cheery  valedictory  broad- 
side at  bis  Oxford  col- 
leagues, many  of  whom 


Norman’s  wisdom 


On  Lady  Thatehen  ‘A  cross  between  Mrs 
Miniver  and  de  Gaullei  Terrific!’ 

On  John  Major:  ‘i  want  to  see  the  back  of 
him.  I don't  see  how  somene  who  is  a broken 
discredited  figure  can  go  on.' 

On  his  Oxford  colleagues:  They  are  like 
Miss  Havisham:  their  works  unread*  their 
opinions  unsought.* 

On  himself:  'Everything  they  say  about  me 
is  true.’ 


foiled  to  share  his  enthusi- 
asm for  Margaret  Hiatcher. 
He  condemned  their  deci- 
sion to  refiise  her  an  hon- 
orary doctorate  in  1988  as 
"stupid”. 

Pr^  Stone  said  his  depar- 
ture would  help  to  free  np 
the  logjam  of  academics 
waiting  for  jobs.  He  tipped 
Robert  Evans,  a fellow  of 
Brasenose  College,  as  tbe 
front-runner  fbr  his  old 
post,  describing  turn  as  "a 
good  egg”. 

Prof  Stone,  who  Is  a 
trustee  of  the  Thatcher 
Foundation,  will  receive 
roughly  the  same  salary 
from  his  new  TurkSsb  em- 
ployer. He  allegedly  told  a 
frirad  he  found  Tnrldsb 
students  "leas  smelly  and 
more  attentive"  than  their 
British  counterparts.  *Tm 
not  sure  I said  exactly 
that,"  be  said  yeaterday. 

Bom  in  Kelvinside,  Glas- 
gow, In  1941,  he  established 
credentials  as  a romantic 


hero  when  be  tried  to 
smuggle  a young  woman 
out  of  Hungary  in  his  ea^ 
20s.  His  efforts  earned  him 
three  mowt-ha  in  jail  and  he 
took  the  opportnnlty  to 
learn  Hungarian.  He  now 
speaks  ei^t  languages  and 
is  learning  Turkish. 

After  a 20-year  stint  In 
Cambridge  he  moved  to 
Oxford  in  1984.  when  he 
also  gave  up  teaching 
undergraduates.  A notori- 
ous drinker,  whose  expert- 
ise in  Eastern  Europe  pro- 
pelled biro  into  media 
pnnditry  as  the  Conunnnlst 
bloc  collapsed,  be  is  mar- 
ried to  a barrister  and  has  a 
13-year-oId  son. 

What  of  his  new  post? 
^Tbere  are  s lot  of  British 
and  US  people  there.  The 
teaching  is  in  English.  1 
think  of  it  as  being  tbe  Pro- 
fessor ofDlvine  Light  in  the 
University  of  Bliss." 
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Another  reason  to  choose 
our  Award  winning  DIRECT  service 
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■ £25  discount  for  Buildings  insurance 

■ £15,000  Contents  cover  from  £5  a month 

■ Claims  Team  of  the  \fear  1995  and  1996 

FOR  QUALITY  HOME  INSURANCE 
THAT  STRETCHES  FURTHER  CALL 


0800  300  800 


Lines  Open  8am  to  8pm  weekday  8sun  to  1pm  Saturdays.  Quote  reference  T249GE 
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Uday,  the  Iraqi 
president’s 
son  and  heir,  is 
paralysed  after 
an  attempt  on 
his  life.  He  Is 
said  to  have 
married  the 
daughter, 
aged  1 6,  of 
one  of  his 
father’s  most 
brutai 

henchmen.  His 
mother, 
appalled  at  the 
president’s 
failure  to 
secure 
treatment 
abroad  for 
Uday,  is 
reportedly 
under  house 
arrest 


■•.V; 


Uday  Hussein  lies  In  ho^tal  In  Bagdad,  after  last  mouth’s  grenade  and  machine’gim  attadc.  Its  motive  may  have  been  a ftunily  or  bnsiness  feud 


Rift  threatens  Saddam  dynasty 


Ian  Black  ki  London  and 
Martin  BMoarhtWashInBlen 


SADDAM  Hussein's 
household  in  Ba^di- 
dad  is  in  disarr^, 
with  his  wifb  Sajida 
depress^  and  out  cS 
fbvonr  foUowing  the  wedding 
of  their  eldest  son  Ud^,  on^ 
weeks  after  he  was  iiyu^  in 
a daring  assassination  at- 
tempt that  shook  the  regime 
to  its  core. 

According  to  some  Arab 
sources  Uday,  probably  para- 
lysed. has  married  the  16* 
year-old  daughter  of  one  of 
his  father's  most  brutal 
henchmen,  responsible  for 
gas  attadts  on  Kordidi.  civil- 
ians — while  his  mother  has 
been  put  under  bouse  arrest 
Intelligence  analysts  and 
Middle  East  experts  were 
scratdhing  their  heads  yester- 
day over  the  latest  reports, 
with  the  Whjte.&mse  dedar- 
ing that  "complicated  inter- 
nal stmg^es  fiXT  power*’  were 
going  on  in  Oie  Iiaqi  cs^itaL 
Iraqi  opposition  leaders 
could  not  conftrm  the  revela- 
tion by  a smiior  Pent^on  ofiS- 
cial  — “from  a good  source" 
— that  Sajida  was  'under 
house  arrest,  but  said  she  was 
angry  and  devastated  by  her 
hustuuid's  inability  to  secure 
motUftai  treatment  abroad  fbr 
the  ba^  injured  Uday. 

fVanoe,  which  has  cSoeer 
links  with  Iraq  than  any 
other  Western  country,  has 
refused  to  allow  him  in  fbr 
treatment,  though  French 
doctors  have  <»»a«wined  him 
in  Baghdad. 

Uday.  aged  32  and  his 
father's  heir  apparent,  was 
seriously  woundd  on  Decem- 


Rresident  Saddam  Hussein  and  his  wife  Sajida 


ber  12  in  a grenade  and  ma: 
chine-gun  attack  as  he  drove 
through  Baghdad,  Reports 
have  su^ested  the  motive 
was  either  a business  or  fam- 
^ftud. 

"Uday  bas  bear  bit  veiy, 
very  hard  and  has  one  or  tsro 
bullets  In  his  spine  anti  is 
semi^tara^rsed,"  the  Penta- 
gon (^cial  said.  “He  may 
lose  his  from  gangrene." 

Repo^  that  U^,  still  in 
Baghdad’s  Ibn  Sina  hosttal, 
had  married  the  dangh^ft'*  of 
All  al-M^id  ("Chemi- 

cal All")  were  desired  to 
diow  be  was  in  good  shape, 
exiled  sources  speculated. 

Opposition  sources  said 
that  the  most  credible 
Ibr  the  attack  on  him.  had 
.made  by-  a gniaii  but 
elhctxve  underground  gnnip 


called  Al-Nahda  (Renais- 
sance) and  that  a link  be- 
tween one  of  its  leaders  and 
SaJlda’s  hnyOier,  Lonai  EheiP 
aTiah  TViifah,  was  another 
reason  ibr  ber  rift  with  her 
husband. 

' President  BUI  CT  inton  was 
briefbd  cm  tbe  situation  in 
it^  yesterday  by  General 
BinfOld  Feay,  tbe  noTnmandflr 
of  us  forces  in  the  Gulf.  Dip- 
lomats in  Washington  told  the 
Guardian:  “It  would  be  pre- 
mature to  spaak  of  Uie  end- 
game-tor  Saddam  Hussein, 
but  something  is  very  defi- 
nitely up." 

With  eigtia  that  Washington 
might  be  ayaggarating  Presi- 
dent Saddam's  domestie  trou- 
bles fbr  propaganda  purposes, 
indications  from  Baghdad  are 
that  the  moet  serious  problem 


toeing  tbe  president  is  the 
regime’s  inability  to  catch  the 
p^petrators  of  the  attack  on 
Uday. 

Rivalries  between  three  dxf- 
torent  seetniiy  organisatiems 
are  taking  their  toll,  with  the 
lion's  share  of  a dwindling 


budget  now  goii%  to  the  elite 
Amn  al-Ehas  (special 
security). 

“Saddam’s  r^ime  Is  more 
scared  peo^  operating 
from  witiiin  the  country. 
jgflirt  Ahmad  ChaQabi  of  the 
London-based  Iraqi  National 
Congr^  opposition  umbrdla 
organisation.  "The  problem  is 
not  a quarrd  in  the  tomily 
but  the  inability  of  the'secu- 
rity  services  to  “haniUp  inters 
nal  opposition.' 

Last  week,  a leading  Iraqi 
opposition  figure  said  Presi- 
dent Saddam’s  security  forces 
had  arrested  about  600  peoEde 
since  the  attack  mi  Uday,  in- 
cluding more  than  ao  senior 
military  ofSdsds. 

FUniSy  difficulties  are  com- 
pounded by  Sajida’s  grievli^ 
daughters,  Ra^iad  and  Rana, 
whose  husbands  — Lt-Gen 
Hussein  Kamel  al-htoiid  and 
his  brother  Saddam  — were 
kSDed  by  fiwwUy  menibers 
after  they  returned  to  Iraq 
last  February  fkrom  Jordan, 
where  th^  had  detoct^ 

Hussein  Kamel  al-Majid 
had  been  in  charge  of  Iraq’s 
secret  weapons  programme, 
while  al-Majid  aras 

deputy  bead  of  the  Iraqi  lead- 
er’s palace  guard. 

The  SatWawi  famfly  hag 
been  tom  by  viotenee,  espe- 
cially involving  Uday,  who 
reportedly  murdered  his 
toiher’s  half-hrotiier  in  1995, 
and  htudgeoned  to  death  a 
favourite  servant  in  1988. 


Consumers^  food  safety  victory 


Government  to  appoint  expert 
to  safeguard  health  of  public 


ftebocca  SmithfV 
PoHUcai  Correapondent 


The  Government  is 
today  expeded  to’ bow  to 
pressure  from  oonsuEDar 
groups  and  opposition  MPs  by 
appointing  an  independent 
food  safety  expert  witii  a stat- 
utory du^  to  safeguard  pub- 
lic health. 

An  Mnntmw^wnant  is  due  tO 

be  made  this  morning  by  the 
Agriculture  Minister,  Dou^ 
las  Hogg,  and  tbe  Health  Sec- 
retary St^en  DorrdL  It  is 
desisted  to  bboet  flawing 
consumer  in 

ermsent  food  polhy  foDomng 
a number  of  food-related 
health  scares. 

The  Govamment  has-been 
strongly  criticised  in  the 
wake  of  the  BSE  crisisibr  fell- 
ing to  have  tbe  right  stroc- 
tures  in  place  to  protect  the 


interests  oS  consamerS.  The 
BSE  crisis  underlined  the 
Government's  difficulty  in 
separating- tbe  intmests  of  tiie 
public  fkum  those,  of  the  in- 
dustry! It  also  damaged  confi- 
dence in  British  food  prod- 
ucts overseas,  as  It  spiralled 
out  ol  control  into  an  issue  oT 
major  international 
importance. 

The  chief  food- safety  officer 
whoixxuldalsobechairofa 

food  council  if  that 

were  to  be  devdoped  — would 
have  the.  same  status  as  the 
Govemment^s  (feiaf  medical 
officer. 

He  or  she  will  be  answer- 
able directly  to  the  Agricul- 
ture Bdlnister,  (^bring  advice 
on  policy  where  it  involves 
public  issues.  The  role 
is  also  lik^  to  invedve  giving 
advlce  .oQ  grey  areas  such  as 
government-sponsored  food 
research. 


DoQSdas  Hosne  aims  to  boost 

confidence  In  policy  on  food 


The  (aovemment  bas  so  tor 
strongly  resisted  calls  fbr  an 
Independent  voice  to  repre- 
sent consumers,  di^xte  tbe 
highly  publicity  c£ 

earlier  scares  such  as  the  sal- 
mondla  in  alarm. 

Other  more  recent  scares 


include  the  E.  ooU  fbod  poi- 
soning outbreak  in  Seotbmd, 
in  which  18  people  have  died, 
arwj  the  withdrawal  of  a 
powder  which  infected  babies 
with  a variation  of 

calwiftnAlla. 

Labour,  however,  bas  lox% 
argued  for  the  setting  up  of  a 
Food  Standards  Agency, 
which  would  adidse  ministers 
on  food  safety  and  policy 
issues  and  give  advice  on  gov- 
enment-spousored  food 
research  as  well  as  fbod  label- 
ling. The  Lib  Oems’  policy  Is 
in  line  With  this. 

Last  ni^t  the  shadow  agri- 
culture minister,  Gavin 
Strang,  said:  "At  last  the  Gov- 
emnent  recognises  tbe  Im- 
portanoe  c£  our  proposals.  It 
is  import^  fiiat  tiie  new  po- 
Sttimi  is  intfe^TKtPwt  of  both 
political  and  commercial 
interests. 

"Labour's  planned  Food 
Standards  Age^  would  be  a 
centre  of.  exrePmce  and  we 
hope  the  Govenunent  sets  its 
standaids.  as  hi^  as  our 
ours." 


O 


tt^  clc^r  that  two  British  institirtions  could  not 
hope  to  survive  MuJor^  re-eiection-— in  anything 
like  their  present  form.  They  are  opinion 
pollsters  and  the  Radio  4 Today  programme. 

Mark  Lawson 
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Reports  at  tbe  time  said  Uday 
was  angry  with  title  servant 
for  arranging  romantic  liai- 
sons for  President  Saddam 
and  wanted  to  defend  the  hon- 
our of  his  mother,  Sajida. 

'!^e  Peotagem  official  said 
the  Iraqi  leader  was  "moving 
around  more"  in  Bs^idad 
Attri  his  family  strcHigbald  in 
Takrtt,  whifdi  could  be  evi- 
dence that  he  does  not  feel 
very  secure.  This  did  not 
ifiAan  bowever,  *bAt  presi- 
dent Saddam  was  "in  any  risk 
of  losing  control”. 

During  his  briefing,  Mr 
Ontton  was  told  that  a new 
w^  of  division-scale  mili- 
tary exercises  by  Iraq  had  fol- 
lowed a purge  of  senior  ranks 
of  the  (tfficer  corps  after 
the  attack  on  Uday,  and  newly 
promoted  commanders  were 
learning  the  ropes. 


The  sudden  mood  poten- 
tial crisis  at  the  Pentagon  in- 
terrupted a curious  beauty 
pageant  — the  chance  for 
President  Clinton  to  examine 
potential  replacements  for  tbe 
chairman  of  the  joint  chiefs  of 
staff.  General  John  Shalikash- 
who  will  retire  later  this 
year. 

It  was  also  the  first  chance 
for  tbe  new  defence  secretary, 
former  Republican  Senator 
William  Cohen,  to  meet  the 
top  generals  and  admirals, 
from  whom  tbe  next  chiefe  ot 
staff  wD]  be  drawn. 

Tbe  ^incidence  that  had 
Geh  Peay  in  the  same  Penta- 
gon conference  room  as  the 
president  and  the  defence  sec- 
retary put  tbe  confrisii^  spate 
of  events  in  Iraq  under  sharp, 
and  possibly  misleading, 
spotlit 


Treatment 
of  hunger 
strikers 
denounced 


Alan  Trawls 
Home  Affairs  Editor 


ANIGERL\N  pastor  on 
hunger  strike,  lying 
close  to  death  in 
Rochester  prison. 
Kent,  yesterday  agreed  to 
medical  treatment  as  minis- 
ters dropped  their  plans  to 
move  200  immigration  de- 
tainees at  the  jail  to  a new 
prison  ship. 

Refugee  groups  last  night 
voiced  anger  at  Home  Office 
Minister  .Ann  Widdecombe's 
refrisal  to  name  or  give  any 
details  of  tbo  other  five 
as}Tum  seekers  in\'o]ved  in 
tbe  hunger  strike  except  to 
give  details  of  the  criminal 
background  of  one.  They 
have  now  been  without  Quids 
for  72  hours  after  refusing 
food  for  three  weeks.  Eleven 
others  are  refusing  food. 

"People  are  siar\-ing  thent- 
seK'es  tn  death  and  we  are  not 
even  being  told  who  they 
are,"  said  Nick  Hardwick, 
chief  executive  of  the  Refugee 
Council,  “it  is  important  that 
these  people’s  families  and 
friends  know  that  their  lives 
are  on  the  line.  We  need  to 
know  the  names  of  oil  those 
involved.'' 

Ejike  Emenike  was  per- 
suaded by  the  Rev  David  Has- 
1am.  of  the  Churches  Commis- 
sion on  Racial  Justice,  to 
agree  to  rehydration  treat- 
ment so  he  could  launch  a 
legal  battle  for  bail  and  tem- 
porary admission  to  a desig- 
nated address  in  Britain. 

“He  was  ver^'  weak  and  it 
was  only  when  we  told  him 
that  their  protest  w.is  being 
nationally  reported  that  he 
began  to  cheer  up  a little  bit 
and  take  notice.  I said  to  him 
it  was  very  Important  that 
their  stories  be  told,"  said  Mr 
Haslam.  “He  is  deeply  com- 
mitted to  this  protest  and  be- 
lieves, like  I do.  that  fium  a 
Christian  viewpoint  this  is  a 
ccHupletely  Inhuman  way  to 
treat  people.  He  agreed  to 
take  in  Quids  although  he  is 
stiU  refusing  food." 

Last  night,  amid  appeals  to 
the  Home  Secretary  from  the 
British  Medical  Association, 
the  Methodist  Church,  the 
Refugee  Council  and  tbe  Joint 
Council  for  the  Welfere  of  Im- 
mig^^ts.  a doctor  warned 
that  after  three  weeks  with- 
out food  the  hunger  strikers 
would  start  to  suffer  serious 
harm.  Dr  Michael  Peel  of  tbe 


Medical  Foundation  for  the 
Care  of  Victims  of  Torture 
said  those  who  had  not  had 
water  for  three  da)’s  aireadj' 
faced  a high  risk  of  kidney 
damage.  Alter  15  days  fasting 
posed  serious  health  dangers. 

In  the  Commons,  Miss  Wid- 
decombe  insisted  the  hunger 
strikers  would  not  be  force- 
fed  and  defended  their  deten- 
tion. During  furious  ex- 
changes with  Labour’s  Ann 
Clwyd  she  was  challenged  os 
to  how  she  could  “oquaie 
your  Christian  conscience 
with  allowing  these  people  to 
die".  Mrs  Clwy'd  noted 
that  the  minister  "con.'itantly 
wears  a cross  around  her 
neck". 

Clearly  angered.  Miss  Wid- 
decombe  replied:  “1  do  not 
want  any  of  these  det.'unee.s  to 
die.  That  is  why  the  medical 
attention  is  available.  But  it 
must  be  Ihcir  decision 
w'helher  to  take  it  up  or  not." 

She  went  on  to  announce 
that  tbe  Government  had 
dropped  plans  to  move  the  200 
immigration  detainees  at 
Rochester  to  a new  prison 
ship  to  be  moored  near  Port- 
land in  Dorset. 

In  their  original  appeal 
dated  Jonuar}'  4.  the  hunger 
strikers  said  many  of  them 
were  political  asylum  seekers 
who  had  already  been  held  in 
prison  for  more  than  two 
years  without  the  right  to  a 
trial  before  a judge.  “Numer- 
ous suicide  attempts,  hunger 
strikes  and  official  com- 
plaints by  individuals  have 
gone  unheard."  said  their 
Joint  statement.  “The  res- 
ponse of  the  authorities  is 
forceful  removal  to  prison 
conditions  without  a trial’’ 

There  are  7S0  detainees  in 
detention  centres  and  prisons 
in  Britain  at  an  annual  cost  of 
£20  million.  The  Home  Office 
says  they  are  held  in  prisons 
because  of  "a  potential  for 
violence  or  disorder  or  be- 
cause of  the  need  for  closer 
medical  superv-ision’’. 

Mr  Emenike,  aged  30.  is  a 
pastor  of  the  Lord’s  Anointed 
Ministry  of  Lagos.  He  is  mar- 
ried but  has  never  seen  his 
daughter  as  she  was  bom 
after  he  Qed  Nigeria.  He  ar- 
rived in  Britain  last  February 
after  being  beaten  and  held  by 
the  Nigerian  state  security 
forces  for  delivering  sermoos 
In  which  he  denounced  the 
government  in  tbe  wake  of  en- 
vironmental campa^er  Ken 
Saro-Wiwa’s  execution. 
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New  chapter  for  Hugh  and  Liz 


Tarnished 
angels  try  to 
rise  above 
adversity 

Stuart  Millar  on  a showbiz  comeback 


WITH  the  success  of 
Four  Weddings 
and  a Funeral  and 
that  Versace  dress, 
Hugh  Grant  and  Liz  Hurley 
became  (he  undisputed  first 
couple  of  British  fitai. 

Three  years,  several  flops 

gnri  Grant's  nngaamly  liaisAn 
with  a Los  Angeles  prostitute 
later,  they  arrived  in  London 
last  night  for  the  British  pre- 
miere of  the  film  they  hope 
will  kick  start  their  once-glit- 
tering careers. 

Ebctreme  Measures,  a medi- 
cal drama  starring  Grant  as  a 
New  York  emei^ency  room 
doctor  alongside  Gene  Hack- 
man,  Is  the  first  venture  for 
the  ex-golden  couple's  produc- 
tion company.  Simian  Films. 
Hurley's  involvement  is  be- 
hind the  camera,  as  the  film’s 
producer. 

But  even  thbs  small  mercy 
does  not  appear  to  have  im- 
proved Extreme  Measures’ 
box  office  prospects.  It 
flopped  in  the  United  States, 
taking  only  £12  million  in  its 
first  five  weeks  after  being 
panned  by  critics. 

Americans  were  bemused 
by  Grant's  attempts  to  appear 
hard-boQed,  even  thou^  as 
the  Washington  Post  cri^ 
noted,  he  managed  to  make  it 
throu^  an  entire  film  with- 
out twitching  foppishly  and 
running  his  hand  tbrmigh  his 
hair.  I^e  couple  have  been 


rarely  seen  in  London  since 
the  Divine  Brown  scsmdal 
overtook  Grant  in  Los  Ange- 
les 18  months  ago. 

But  it  is  Huriey’s  career 
which  has  suffered  most  since 
she  turned  her  15  minutes  of 
fame  at  the  Four  Weddings 
premiere  Into  a £3  million 
modelling  contract  with  Estee 
Lzuider  and  a producer  credit 
on  Extreme  Measures. 

Earlier  this  month,  she  an- 
nounced she  was  considering 
giving  up  peifbrming  because 
she  was  tired  of  being  ridi- 
culed for  her  acting,  which 
She  arimiftfld  was  awftiL 

Grant  and  Hurley  have  al- 
ready been  forced  to  endure 
first  ni^t  difficulties  with 
Extreme  Measures.  At  the 
premiere  in  Buenos  Aires, 
they  were  besieged  by  press 
still  eager  to  question  him 
about  the  Divine  Brown 

affair 

Grant  apparently  told  one 
interviewer  “Journalists  are 
moronic  scum." 

Last  nlidit's  premiere  at  the 
Odeon  West  End  was  ex- 
pect^  to  raise  in  excess  of 
£50,000  for  the  charity  Kids 
and  the  Red  Cross. 

To  underline  the  couple’s 
new  found  ant^iathy  towards 
press  attention,  no  reporters 
were  invited  to  the  after-show 
party,  which  was  apparently 
just  for  Grant  and  Hurley's 
firiends. 


The  Guardian  Thursday  January.  301997 


Liz’s  moments 


Hurley  and  Grant  (above)  with  director  Michael  Apted  on  Extreme  Measores;  (below)  Httrley  fai  Mad  Dogs  and  Engiishmen,  Grant  in  Four  Weddings 


□ CMstabelllsaa) 

As  the  eponymous  heroine. 
Huriey  her  finest 
perfOnnance  in  Dennis  Potter's 
adaptation  (rf  the  autobiography 
of  an  Englitfiwomart  married  tea 

German  In  the  1 930s. 

□ MadOessnUI 
En^tehman  (1904 

Starred  as  an  aristocratic  junkie 
irt  a totdOy  irtautnenito  fRm  nofr; 
One  crWc  said  the  octkig  was 
“so  duff  1 began  to  feel  nostalgic 
for  the  cast  of  Captain  Scarier'. 
U TTamann  anil  fTnlllsli 
(1996) 

Her  last  offering  in  wNch  She 
“preened  and  leered"  ilKean 
"anaemic  JacqueBne  Ssset". 
Such  an  excrudatiAg  dud,  one 
critic  said,  you  could  feel  your 
hair  growirtg  while  R. 


and  Hugh’s 


□ Maurice  (1987) 

In  this  film  of  E M Forster's 
posthumously  pifoiished  novel  of 
forbidden  homosexual  love,  he 
starred  opposite  James  Wiby  In 
the  first  of  the  foppish,  upper 
class  English  roles  he  came  to 
specialise  In. 

□ Pour  Wu  Jdingi  end  a 
Pimenl(1994) 

The  acdaimed  film  that  shot  him 
to  stardom  around  the  worid  and 
gave  Hurley  tbe  excuse  to  wear 
that  dress.  Won  Golden  Globe  for 
best  actor. 

□ lfbieHonllie(199S) 

Played  a foppish  child 
psychdogiat  whose  life  is  turned 
upside  down  when  his  wife 
becomes  pregnwit  Slated  by 
critics  as  boring  and  predictable. 


Joint  ventures 


□ Rouflng  bi  Hw  wind 
(1990 

They  met  on  this  Spanish  made- 
for-teievision  fHm  in  wifich  Grant 
played  Lord  Byron. 

□ Extreme  Meaeuree  (1 990 
Grant  starred  wNie  Huriey 
produced.  Flopped  in  America 
where  foe  Washington  Post's 
critic  said  it  suffored  brain  death 
long  before  the  final  curtain. 


Killer  of  ‘hero’  sent  to  secure  hospital 


Aliaon  Daniels 


Ascot  who  confessed 
in  an  American  jail 
to  shooting  dead  Bn^ 
ain's  first  “have-a-go 
hero''  30  years  ago.  after  a 
bank  robbery  in  London,  was 
sent  yesterday  to  a high-secu- 
rlty  psychiatric  hospital 
Indefinitely. 

Arthur  Jackson,  a«ed  61, 
described  as  a paranoid 
schizophrenic  and  a loner,  de- 
nied murder  but  admitted  the 
manslaughter  of  Anthony 
Fletcher  on  the  ground  of  di- 
minished responsibility. 

After  Jackin's  plea  was  ac- 
cepted at  the  Old  Bailey,  Mr 


Fletcher's  son.  Martin,  in 
court  with  his  mother,  Val- 
erie. and  brother  and  sister, 
called  for  the  death  penalty  to 
be  reintroduced. 

He  said  he  had  been  haunted 
by  his  father’s  killing,  and  jus- 
tice had  not  been  done.  “Noth- 
ing win  bring  my  tether  back. 
We  have  a lot  to  learn  from  foe 
Americans  and  the  way  they 
treat  their  killers." 

Jackson  was  extradited  to 
Britain  last  year  after  an  ear- 
lier attempt  telled.  He  con- 
fessed to  killing  Mr  Fletcher 
in  foe  1967  raid  in  a letter  to 
the  British  Consul  in  Los  An- 
geles and  a newspaper. 

At  foe  time,  he  was  serving 
a 12-year  sentence  in  the  US 


tor  the  attempted  murder  of 
foe  Hollywood  actress  The- 
resa Saldana. 

Mr  Fletcher,  aged  33.  a to^ 
mer  Grenadier  Guardsman, 
thought  Jackson  was  bolding 
a starting  pistol  when  he  fled 
from  the  National  Provtncial 
Bank  in  Enlghtsbridge  with 
£130.  He  chased  Jackson  into 
a cul-de-sac  and  was  shot  in 
the  chest  at  dose  range. 

Mr  Fletcher  was  awarded  a 
posthumous  George  Medal  tor 
his  bravery.  Police  inter- 
viewed more  than  5,000 
people  and  took  lAOO  state- 
ments, but  the  killer  was  not 
caught 

In  1982  Jackson  went  to 
America,  apparently  driven 


Lights,  camera,  inaction 


DanGlaister 
Arts  Correspondent 


IT  WAS,  said  one  student 
"like  closing  down  an  art 
school  during  foe  Renais- 
sance". As  the  British  film  in- 
dustry enters  a period  of  Lot- 
tery'-fuelled  expansion,  and 
foe  advertising  and  promo- 
tional video  industries  con- 
tinue to  boom,  foe  Royal  Col- 
lege of  .\r(  has  decided  to  shut 
its  postgraduate  film  and  tele- 
vision course  tor  a year. 

The  course,  established  in 
foe  early  19605,  is  one  of  the 
foremost  in  foe  country,  offer- 
ing 35  students  tuition  in  doc- 
umentary making,  direction, 
cinematography  and  editing. 

Graduates  include  foe  di- 
rector oTTop  Gun,  Tony  Scott, 
whose  brother  Ridley,  maker 
of  .-Uien.  helped  to  establish 


the  course.  Terry  Gilliam,  di- 
rector of  Brazil  and  Twelve 
Monkeys,  is  at  present  visit- 
ing professor. 

The  move  comes  in  res- 
ponse to  criticism  frnm  stu- 
dents on  the  two-year  MA 
course,  who  are  understood  to 
be  unhappy  with  its  director, 
Andy  Park. 

David  Hamilton,  a pro-rec- 
tor of  the  college,  said:  “With 
the  idea  of  a students'  charter 
gaining  ground,  if  we  tell  to 
deliver  the  course  as  it  is  de- 
scribed in  foe  prospectus,  we 
be  deemed  to  be  In 
breach  of  contract  We  have 
to  make  sure  we  are  not  vul- 
nerable to  that" 

The  400  students  who  have 
applied  for  the  35  places  on 
this  autumn’s  course  will  be 
informed  that  it  will  not  run. 

Gary  Philpot.  the  RCA's  di- 
rector of  admlziistratioQ,  who 


was  present  at  Tuesday's 
meeting,  denied  that  the  prob- 
lem lay  with  Mr  Park:  “This 
is  not  a criticism  of  Andy 
Park.  It  is  all  about  acknowl- 
edging what  a difficult  course 
it  is  to  run." 

Earlier  this,  week,  students 
from  the  course  triumphed  at 
the  Kodak  an'ards,  winning 
three  of  the  five  categories. 

One  su^ested  explanation 
for  the  problems  is  that  the 
course  has  teXIen  foul  of  col- 
lege politics.  Some  students 
ai^e  that  the  RCA  is  unsure 
bow  to  treat  a course  that  is 
gear^  towards  foe  needs  of 
the  industry  and  is  seen  by 
many  students  as  a stepping- 
stone  to  employment  The 
film  course  absorbs  more 
resources  than  most  otber 
courses  offered  at  the  RCA, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  expen- 
sive to  run. 


by  a "divine  mission"  to  kill 
Ms  Saldana  after  seeing  her 
in  a film  hi  Aberdeen.  At  his 
trial  In  1982  foe  court  beard 
how  he  bad  become  obsessed 
with  the  actress  he  called  the 
“countess  angel"  and  had 
stalked  her  across  America. 
He  confronted  her  outside  her 
Hollywood  flat  and  slashed 
her  from  head  to  fbot  with  a 
kitchen  knife. 

It  took  a 26-plnt  blood  trans- 
fusion and  hours  of  surgery  to 
save  her  life. 

Jackson  was  described  as 
an  active  psychotic  by  US 
police  officials.  He  gave  his 
occupation  in  his  passport  as 
“record  company  technician” 
although  nobody  in  foe  music 


Industry  appeared  to  know  of 
h i m-  He  was  also  described  as 
an  amateur  film  scriptwriter 
and  said  he  bad  once  worked 
as  a host  in  an  Edinburgh 
youth  hosteL 

His  history  of  mental  Ill- 
ness .included  a stint  in  an  in- 
stitution in  Aberdeen  and  a 
plea  to  doctors  when  he  was 
17  to  “scrape  the  dirt  off  my 
brain”.  In  1967  be  develop^ 
delusions  about  a woman  in 
Scotland  whom  he  described 
as  an  "enchantress  and 
femme  fatale’’.  The  court 
heard  yesterday  how  he  bad 
felt  compel^  to  kill  her  and 
then  commit  suicide. 

Jackson  also  claimed  that 
foe  robbery  which  ended  in 


Mr  Fletcher’s  death  was  one 
of  several  he  bad  carried  out 
to  avoid  starvation. 

He  said  of  the  shooting:  ‘Tt 
was  him  or  me.  I had  no  other 
way  out  I did  not  shoot  him 
in  panic.  I shot  him  because 
he  blocked  my  way  to  free- 
dom. He  was  a brave  man 
who  deserved  a medaL 

"1  learned  that  he  left  a wife 
and  three  chfidren.  It  must 
have  been  tou^  for  the  kids 
...  Be  was  a hero  to  come  at 
me  when  I bad  a gon." 

Stephen  Leslie,  QC,  defend- 
ing, said  Jackson  had  always 
been  a loner.  He  had  had  sex 
only  twice  and  no  dose  fe- 
male relationships  ai^  fixim 
his  mother,  and  no  friends. 


Fear  for  road  protesters 


Geoffrey  Gibbs 


increased  yester- 
day for  the  safety  of 
three  anti-road  cam- 
paigners fitting  attempts  to 
evict  them  fTom  tunnels  be- 
neath the  Fairmile  protest 
camp  in  Devon,  following  the 
partial  collapse  of  part  d the 
tunnel  system. 

The  three,  known  as 
Swampy,  Muppet  Dave  and 
Ian  were  last  night  preparing 
to  spend  their  seventh  succes- 
sive ni^t  in  the  tunnel  sys- 
tem known  as  Big  Mama. 

Two  other  activists  who 
scrambled  down  the  tunnels 
when  bailiffs  stormed  the 
camp  last  week  were  removed 
on  Monday  evening  and 
charged  with  obstruction. 

John  Woodhams,  a self-em- 
ployed builder  fix>m  Wales, 


and  a 16-year-old  Essex  girl 
nicknamed  Animal  were 
baOed  on  condition  they  do 
not  go  within  a kilometre  of 
foe  route  of  the  new  A30  dual 
carriageway  being  built  be- 
tween Honlton  and  Exeter. 

Video  footage  shot  by 
specialist  tunnelling  contoac- 
tors  showed  what  appeared  to 
be  an  old  wooden  door  that 
had  supported  the  celling  of 
the  ebamber  fiDm  whidi  Ani- 
mal and  IiA:  Woodhams  were 
removed.  The  door  had  tellen 
at  an  angle  across  the  tunnel 
and  earth  had  collapsed  on 
top  of  it 

The  under  sheriff  of  Devon, 
Trevor  Coleman,  said  his  tun- 
neOers  were  within  talkliig 
distance  of  tte  remaining  pro- 
testers and  they  appeared  to 
be  in  reasonable  condition. 

He  said  they  were  running 
great  risks  which  were  be- 


coming greater  as  their  pres- 
ence and  that  of  the  tunnel- 
lers  began  to  dry  out  the  earth 
around  them.  The  ooQapse 
was  a matter  of  great  concern. 

He  denied  suggestions  that 
ptflire  were  using  sleep  de- 
priving “white  noise"  to  de- 
moralise those  still  down  the 
tunnels.  “They  are  ffee  to 
sleep  or  do  whatever  they 
113^"  he  said. 

The  specialist  tunnellers 
have  managed  to  establish 
where  each  of  the  three 
remaining  protesters  is  lo- 
cated by  »ging  mini  rameraa, 

but  removing  them  is  likely 
to  take  several  days. 

Environmental  campaign- 
ers are  expressing  great  con- 
cern steout  plans  tor  another 
controversial  UE^rade  of  the 
A30/AS03  east  of  Honiton,  ap- 
proved by  the  Government 
yesterday. 


Labour  would 
give  watchdog 
‘sleazebuster’  role 


David  Hencke 

WeatmhislerCoCTe^pondewt 


Anew  rote  of  “sleazetms- 
ter  general"  is  to  be 
given  to  Parliament’s  fi- 
nancial watchde^  Sir  John 
Bourn,  if  Latxnir  wins  the 
election,  Derek  Foster,  the 
party’s  public  services 
spokesman  will  announce 
today. 

Sweeping  changes  will 
aDow  Sir  John  — dubbed  the 
new  “patron  saint  of  the  pub- 
lic purse”  by  Labour  — to 
clear  private  contracts  and 
top  public  appointments  be- 
tore  they  are  announced  by 
the  governmmit 
The  National  Audit  Office 
will  also  be  given  much  wida 
powers  to  investigate  the  ac- 
counts of  private  firms  pro- 
viding public  services  in 
“value  for  money"  investiga- 
tions from  the.  National  Lot- 
tery to  the  privatisation  of 
rail  'services  and  the  sale  of 
Ministry  of  Defence  homes. 

Companies  providing  pub- 
lic services  like  foe  Ameri- 
can company,  EDS,  which 
runs  the  iwiand  Revenue  com- 
puter and  CameloL  which 
runs  foe  National  Lottery  — 
will  be  required  by  law  to 
open  their  accounts  to  the 
National  Audit  Office. 

At  present  Sir  John,  Comp- 
troQer  and  Auditor  General 
has  no  right  of  access  to  pri- 
vate company*  or  housing 
association  accounts,  and 
companies  have  refused  him 
permission  to  Inspect  tbmn. 
The  new  powers  to  vet  con- 


tracts before  they  are 
awarded  by  foe  government 
will  Labour  hopes,  kill  many 
of  the  controversies  which 
have  dogged  John  Major’s 
administration. 

Examples  include  foe  row 
over  whether  the  manage- 
ment buyout  company  in- 
volved in  foe  award  of  the 
North-east  rail  fianchise  had 
privileged  access  to  informa- 
tion: and  the  dispute  over  foe 
terms  of  the  contract  for  foe 
appointment  of  Peter  Davis, 
the  head  of  foe  National  Lot- 
tery regulator,  Ofiot,  who 
took  free  flights  from  GTECH, 
a company  in  the  Camelot 
consortium. 

Labour  Intends  to  publish  a 
national  list  of  appointments 
to  quangts  which  foe  Govern- 
ment has  refused  to  release. 
They  will  also  be  released  on 
theIntemeL 

Mr  Foster  says  in  an  article 
in  the  Guardian  today;  "The 
present  system  has  been  inca- 
pable of  protecting  the  public 
purse. 

“lAbour  cannot  afford  to 
stand  by  and  see  taxpayers 
robbed  time  and  time  again." 

The  National  ^dit  Office 
indicated  yesterday  that  It 
could  incorporate  Labour’s 
plans  to  eaqiand  its  powers  to 
inspect  private  and  housing 
association  accounts  within 
existing  resources. 

Labour  is  steering  dear  of 
controversy  over  how  far  foe 
National  Audit  Office  should 
be  able  to  investigate  foe 
royal  fiunily  accounts.' 


IPs  m aleagebiwter,  page  9 


Buy  our  bundle.  Save  a packet 


PRICE 

DOWN 

£100 


DEUL  MMKNSION  PiaSw 

• INTEL*  illHHz  PENTIUM*  PROCESSOR.  INTEL  i30VXPCls«i 

• 16MB  HIGH  PBIFORMANCE  SORAH 

• 5 1 PIPEINE  SURST  CACHE  76b  EIDE  KAAO  OfOVE 

a INTEeRATH)  64  ATT  PQ  LOAL  BUS  VIDEO 

WITH?MbVIDeOMEHORT 

e 15'COLOW  SV6A MONITOR  I n.TS'VIEWABLE  A8EAI 

• TWBHE  SfES  COfiOM  DRIVE 

• MIDSIZED  DBKTOP  CHASSIS 

• NICMSOFT*  OPPlCE  PROFESSIONAL  15 

WAS  £L0W  (£|,320.70-tBr ) 


£999  (£1,203.20) 

' IHCL  DEUVERY  & VAT  ' 


-.1 


Thanks  to  Dell  you  can  now  save  bundles.  With  its  price  reduced  by  £100.  the 
Dell  Dimension'^  Pi33v  comes  to  you  for  only  £999  (£1.203.20  inc  delivery 
and  VAT).  The  offer  also  includes  the  advanrages  of  Microsoft*  Office 
Professional  95.  pre-loaded,  ready  to  run  and  comes  with  a X33MHz  Pentium 
Processor  and  a 12  speed  CD-ROM.  It  all  adds  up  to  outstanding  value 
from  the  world's  largest  direct  PC  manufacturer.* 

Get  on  the  phone  and  get  a great  deal.  Call  us 
today  on  01344  724  640.  -sauRsiDc 

DELL  DIMENSION  P133v  POWER  BUNDLE 


DOU 


£V149  (£1,37945  "“iJsr) 

■NIADE  TQ  A 17*  CTX  COLOBR  mMITSR  (IS.SS*  VISWABIE  AUAJ 


TALK  DIRECT  TO  THE  NUMBER  ONE. 

01344  724640 

Between  8am  and  8pm  weekdays),  10am  lo  4pm  Sat. 


vlw  'T  "IT*  »l  In»1  Corpo™»n.  0th«  K are  regi».ered  .radema*,  of  rhe  HktowF,  h , reg««ed  , 

time  of  Acme  to  pren.  Pwei  duciae  Ireaiwnilv  All  srMn  mid  ueniieaiiaM  . * , i..  ' k ***  **  4aie  of  publicafien.  The  phMogiaphed  predua  mar  not  olwari  iiMich  ihe  HWcriKanom  In  thu  adven.  Pnen  Rimed  refer  lo  tpeoTicaiion  deKnpnona  onlje  The  pntn  liued  refleo  rite  infom 

nnw  DI  aoiag  lo  pren.  emei  dufife  trequenilv  AN  prKn  and  ipecifieoliOM  are  lubiecl  le  chanee  without  anar  nance  or  obliaaiian.  ai.rcmn  imI  Mh  Winrim.,.  QC  n.n  ■-,i..a^  n.ii  ..j  .. ... .T.  r.  .....  _ 


I iradeiMfh.  Delhen 

. . - . , infomnnon  araiJable  « the 

pnarnoiicc  or  aMieainn.  Oiler  wplied  «nih  Window  Dell  nwine  and  kerbeoRi  Included.  Dell  Campuier  Corparadon  Ud.  Hilbanke  Haute  Wetiem  Road.  Srachnell.  Berkshira  RGi?  IRO  Offer  awibble  ter  a limned  pertad  onip 


^ *bi*  il 


»•*■'.  I..,.  . 


I'  !-.» 


Guardian  Thursday  January  30  1997 


BRITAIN  5 


Schedules  and  services  ‘are  forgotten  as  companies  concentrate  on  beating  competitors  and  passengers  are  left  out  in  the  cold’ 

Bus  firm  rivalry  ‘wrecking  service’ 
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Report  attacks 
Government  on 
deregulation 
and  privatisation 


There's  another  cme  behind . . . a confiision  of  buses  throngs  thecentreofOxfordyesterday.  bat  inspectors  were  found  to  be  thin  on  the  ground  ..71..;.  a ..1 

This  travelcard’s  a bargain, 
but  our  rivals  won’t  take  it 

Vhrek  Chaudhary  on  the  ups  and  downs  of  a ticket  to  ride 


Paul  Brown 

Emdronnieiu  Cotrespunrlrnt 

For  bus  users  every* 
where  it  came  as  no 
surprise  when  a 
report  said  yester- 
day that  anyone  who 
could  avoid  it  would  not 
travel  by  bus,  because  of  ex- 
treme problems  of  finding  out 
where  they  went  ann  when. 

Rival  bus  companies  hide 
timetables  from  each  other 
and  potential  passengers, 
making  it  difScult  for  peo^e 
to  Qnd  their  way  round  the 
country  by  bus.  The  report  is 
entitled  Making  Connections. 

Competition  rules  forced  on 
bus  operators  by  the  Govern- 
ment mean  they  cannot  co-op- 
erate. malfiwg  It  impossit^ 
for  passengers  to  plan  any- 
thing other  than  the  most 
simple  journeys,  Susan 
Owens,  chairman  of  the 
group  which  landuced  the 
report,  said  yesterday. 

Dr  Owens  said  bus  opera- 
tors made  money  only  be- 
cause 30  per  cent  (k  people  did 
not  have  access  to  a car. 
Under  current  operating  con- 
ditions it  was  highly  unlikely 
that  more  people  would  want 
to  travel  by  bus,  simply  be- 
cause it  was  so  di^ulL 
In  the  10  years  to  1096  the 
number  of  passeriger  jour- 
neys by  bus  outside  London 
had  fkllen  by  29  per  cent  In 
London,  where  the  bus  ser- 
vice was  much  more  heavily 
regulated,  it  had  risen  by  4 
per  cent 

The  report  mas  written  by  , 
members  of  the  independ«it  j 
Round  Table  Group  set  up ! 
and  eo<haired  by  John  Gum* 
mer,  the  Environment  Secre- 
tary. after  the  lUo  Earth 
Summit 

It  conduded  that  Britain  is 
Caillng  to  have  a an-«rt’«inahlp 
transport  policy,  or  any  inte- 
grated policy  at  alL 
The  report  was  highly  criti- 
cal of  the  Department  of 
Transport  and  the  Govem- 
ment's  deregulation  and  pri- 


vatisadon  of  the  bus  service. 
Mr  Gununer’s  co-chairman. 
Richard  Sonthwood.  said: 
“The  role  o£  Mr  Gnnuner  en- 
sures that  he  is  in  touch  with 
what  we  do.  but  we  are  frM  to 
produce  our  own  reports." 

Professor  Southwood  said 
that  in  Oxford,  where  he 
I lives,  there  were  three  rival 
j bus  companies  on  main 
I routes,  some  with  different 
bus  stops.  “With  a proper  ser- 
vice people  would  be  pre- 
pared to  wait  five  minutes  in 
the  rain  confident  that  one  of 
the  evenly  spaced  buses 
would  be  along  shortly.  As  it 
is,  three  or  four  rival  buses 
arrive  at  the  same  time,  with 
a gap  of  20  to  30  minutes  till 
the  next  bunch.  They  are 
competing  for  the  same 
soak^  passenger." 

Or  Owens  said  the  needs  of 
cyclists  and  pedestrians  were 
not  catered  for  at  an  at  some 
big  public  transport  centres. 
‘'Potential  passengers  hurry- 
ing for  a train  at  lung's  Cross, 
London,  are  met  with  a wall 
of  traffic  as  they  try  to  cross 
the  road.  Cyclists  have  no- 
where to  leave  a bicycle,  let 
alone  all  the  bits  and  pieces 
that  might  go  with  it  Being  a 
public  transport  passenger  is 
made  very  hard  work."  | 

Stephen  Joseph,  from  I 
Transport  2000,  an  adviser  to  ! 
the  grouA  said  that  even  if  it 
were  possible  for  rival  opera- 
tors to  come  to  an  agreement 
about  a bus  timetable  a thinl 
operator  Muld  Int^ene. 

Prof  Southwood  said  the 
aim  of  the  report  was  “not  to 
tom  the  clock  back  to  some 
great  time  of  public  transport 
There  probably  never  was 
one.  'Vi^t  we  need  is  to 
ch^ge  tte  regulations  and 
Improve  the  framework  so 
that  the  public  can  use  the 
services.  It  is  a simple,  sen- 
sible idea." 

John  Watts,  the  Transport 
Minister,  drfended  the  Gov- 
ernment's record  and  said 
many  of  the  changes  reccnnr 
mended  in  the  report  would 
be  ingileiBCTfed. 


IN  TIME  hononred  fesb- 
ion,  the  bases  arrived  20 
minutes  late  in  a group  of 
three.  But  few  of  those 
waiting  at  the  stop  could  be 
bothered  to  complain  to  the 


driver  as  they  boarded-  the 
207  to  Shepherd’s  Bush, 
west  LondozL, 

From  London  to  Oxford.  I 
needed  to  use  four  bus 
rontee,  aU  operated  by  dif- 


ferent companies.  After  a 
30  minute  journey  to  Shep- 
herd’s Bush.  I picked  up  the 
Oxford  “Tube”  bus.  whlcb 
operates  between  London 
and  Oxfbrd  every  quarter 


of  an  hour.  A day  return 
cost  £6.50  and  the  journey 
takes  around  an  hour. 

Once  in  Oxford,  however, 
travellers  are  faced  with 
the  daunting  task  of  find- 
ing the  right  bus  for  their 
next  journey. 

There  are  two  main  com- 
panies operating  routes 
within  Oxford  and  all  buses 
depart  from  the  city  centre. 

There  were  no  inspectors 
visible  to  provide  informa- 
tion. The  local  newspaper 
seller  proved  to  be  the  most 
useful  source  of  informa- 
tion. “For  Cowley  yon  ueed 
to  take  the  B1  but  If  yon  go 
with  the  other  company 
then  you  need  to  take  the 


Number  One  Blackbird 
Leys  Flyer.” 

Faced  with  a choice  of 
two  buses,  both  chargins  4 
return  fare  of  £1.20.  the  oh- 
\1oas  thing  to  do  w’as  to 
stand  In  between  the  two 
bus  stops  and  wait  for 
w’hlch  ever  bus  came  first. 

Both  arrived  slightly 
late,  at  the  same  time.  As  I 
boarded  the  Bl.  the  driver 
informed  me  that  to  make 
my  second  journey  within 
the  city,  from  Cowiey  to  Ab- 
ingdon. 1 would  Itave  to 
return  to  the  city  centre 
and  take  a bus  from  there. 

So.  after  a 10  minute  jour- 
ney to  Cowley.  I returned  to 
the  city  centre.  A passer-b.v 


pointed  nil*  in  ilif  kiiivetinn 
of  the*  X:t  bus 

it  was  oni.x  on  nix  board- 
ing riiui  il'.e  <lrix  'T  in- 
formed  inr  rli.ii  I hiix 

a one  tr.txi'lc.ii'd  tor  £:), 
wliich  wdi.’tcl  '4ixe  r:ie  un- 
limited iraxi'i  all  oxer 
Oxford. 

The  return  bus  from  Al>- 
ingdon  to  ONfoi'd  xvliich 
also  departs  evrrx  20  min- 
utes xx’dK  around  lu  iiiinute% 
late.  Having  ptirch.iscxl  the 
travelcard.  however.  1 
could  not  use  it  on  the  bus 
operated  b.x  ihe  rix'al  cum- 
pany.  xxliich  also  runs  ser- 
vices betxvt>en  Oxibrd  nnd 
Abingdon  at  the  s.’ime  limes 
and  for  the  .'xanie  price. 


Loyalist 
snub  for 
parades 


David  Shwroek 
Ireland  Conwondenl 


The  Government’s 
efforts  to  resolve 
Northern  Zrelaod’s 
pai^es  crisis  and 
avoid  a repetition  of 
St  summer's  civil  unrest 
e likely  to  founder  today 
hen -the  andings  dT  a com- 
is^on  will  be  rebuSbd  by 
lionistis  and  Orasgeznen. 
The  North  Commission, 
saded  by  Peter  North.,  vice- 
lancelitw  aS  Oxford  universl- 
, is  expected  to  recommend 
at  an  independent  tribunal 
iould  acyudicate  on  whether 
ntentious  parades  can,  go 
ii»pd,  thus  taUng  reQtonsi- 
iity  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
JC  chief  constaUe  and  the 
>rthem  Ireland  Secretary. 
Bui  senior  Unionists,  Or* 
igemen  and  even  some  na- 
inalists  have  already  ex- 
essed  strong  reservations 
out  the  fhree-man  panel’s 
commendations. 


Senior  security  ftgures 
have  also  privately  e^ressed 
the  view  that  however  laud- 
able in  concept  the  commis- 
sion may  be,  the  chances  of 
an  academic  panel  coming  up 
with  a strfotfon  to  such  an 
emotionally  charged  and  dlv- 
Isive  issue  were  always 
remote. 

The  North  Commlssian  was 
set  wp  aftar  serious  disorder 
surrounding  a protestant 
church  at  Drumcree,  where 
thousands  of  Orangemen 
massed  in  support  of  a loeal 
lodge's  demand  to  return 
from  a sendee  down  the  pre- 
dominantly Catholic  Gar- 
vaghy  Road  to  the  centre  of 
Portadown,  Co  Armagh. 

The  stand-off  developed 
I into  a province-wide  confla- 
I gndion  and  took  on  a political 
hue,  with  loyalists  within  | 
Northern  Ireland's  m^rity ! 
community  presenting  it  as  a ' 
hwt  stand  against  a perceived 
series  of  concessions  to  na- 
tionalists during  the  IRA 
ceased. 


Orangp  parade  leav**  T>iiTmffrea  parish  i?hnT<«h  q rfay  stasd-offwlth  tbeRDC  wUcb  refrised  to  let  them  walk  through  a nationalist  stronghold  sTEPHT^i  iL-'-M.^'r'rj 


As  if  to  reinforce  the  belief 
that  Dr  North  and  his  co- 
authors. the  Catholic  priest 
GUver  Crilly  and  the  former 
Presbyterian  moderator  John 
Dtmlop,  have  been  banded  a 
poisoi^  chalice,  the  Bel&st 


TSI^rapb,  Nbnhem  Irelands 
“national"  newspaper,  yester- 
day published  the  re^ts  of  a 
week-long  opinion  poll  show- 
ing overwtaehning  suj^iort  for 
the  right  of  Oresgemen  to 
walk  down  Portadown’s 


vagby  Road.  Jeffrey  Donald 
son.  assistant  grand  master  of 
the  Orange  Institution  of  Ire- 
land and  secretary  of  the  Ul- 
ster Unionist  Party,  said  be 
thought  it  unlikely  the  Gov- 
ernment would  implement 


the  North  report. 

“Our  understanding  is  that 
the  possibiliC>'  of  tbe  appro- 
priate legislation  being  pro- 
cessed through  Parliament  in 
time,  with  a general  election 
in  tbe  ofilng.  is  highly  un- 


liJcel.v."  hes;ud. 

While  this  did  not  necessar- 
ily mean  that  the  report  ivas 
being  "kicked  into  touch",  he 
had  serious  concerns  about 
the  proposals.  ''Thl.s  idea  of  ;< 
cotnmission  to  .vbitraie  rep- 


re.-ient.-v  .1  shin  111 

con.siiiulknui!  torins.  Tlion-  i.-i 
a Lcisic  fixil  hln-i"iy  .ii  .-ii.-iko 
and  V,".'  h.ivi-  pi-oblcin.-  with 

the  qualiricaii»"'ns  wni»*h  ;«:i' 

lieing  plai"i*i;i  upon  th.n  civil 
liberty. ■' 


Send-up  of  violence  towards  women  brings  censure  for  presenter  Evans 


Andrew  Cidf 
MacBa  Cocrespondent 


The  former  Radio  1 pre- 
senter Chris  Evans  lias 
been  censured  by  the 
Broadcasting  Standards 
Council  for  joking  about  vio- 
lence towards  xwmnen. 


Tbe  watchdog  said  tbe 
antir-fg  Evans,  who  con- 
stantly dashed  vrith  the  regu- 
lators duzing  his  two  years  in 
the  breakfast  dot  went  be- 
yond tbe  boundaries  of 
acceptability. 

Two  listeners  complained 
after ‘he  r^rred  to  a news 
oa-allegations  that  a nim 


star  had  beaten  his  wife,  and 
then,  with  another  member  of 
his  team,  sounded  as  if  he 
were  slapping  and  kicking  a 
female  team  member  in  the 
studio,  the  accepted  that 
the  incident  bad  been  mis- 
judged and  the  humour  had 
overstepped  the  mark. 

Two  other  complaints 


a^ilnst  the  programme  were 
r^ected.  The  coimdl  said  joites 
about  lesbfenisDi  is  women's 
sports  teams  and  deeding 
references  to  women  were  in 
line  tbe  show's  Juvenile 
humour. 

The  council  upheld  a com- 
plaint against  a Radio  4 
drama.  Deep  Station  Emerald, 


after  listeners  complained 
about  viedent.  sadistic  acts. 
Tbe  science  Qction  series  was 
criticised  as  “unduly  hor- 
rifle"  after  one  character  had 
his  band  amputated  by  a mur- 
derer. Tbe  BBC  said  the 
series  was  in  an  "action-car- 
toon stirle".  and  it  regretted 
any  offence  caused. 


Thirteen  complaints  about 
sexual  references,  blasphe- 
mous items  and  bad  language 
in  tbe  Radio  4 teatime  comedy 
Doon  Your  Way  were 
rejected. 

But  the  watchdog  said  tbe 
BBC  should  have  given 
clearer  warnings  about  the 
show's  oontenL  John  Birt,  the 


director  general,  had  prom- 
ised to  give  listeners  a better 
idea  of  tbe  material  to  expect 
in  the  Thursday  6. 30pm 
comedy  sloL 

Complaints  were  upheld 
against  Ch.*xnnel  4 for  screen- 
ing the  Film  Welcome  IT  The 
Terrordome  and  over  a pro- 
longed scene  in  The  Krays  in 


which  .1  x'lciim  li.'id  I'.i.'-  month 
slit. 

A U«>cimjent;-»rx  in  Oh.innei 
•I's  Cutiing  Eilyi.-  st-rie.-.  Tho 
Home,  .nbout  c.^ro  in  :i  nurs- 
ing liimu'.  wvm  heyoml  ac- 
ceptnblc  hmimiarics.  ihe 
counctl  Atiri.  .A  VK*v.ni-  com- 
plained that  the  ronu'ni  wa:; 
distrcisfrint:. 


TIhi  Guaitiian  Thursday  JanuoiT  30 


r- 


I'. 


Pakistan’s  ^ 
ousted  prime  . 

minister, 

Benazir  Bhutto,  S|^rS,% 
whose 

ignominious  % 

removal  last 

November  was 

u pheld  by  the 

country’s 

Supreme  Court  • 

yesterday,  spits 

defiance -and  ’ 

promises  chaos 

if  her  party  ^ 

does  not  win  ^ . 

But  beneath  her 

anger,  she  has 

been  winged  by 

the  criticisms  of 

a once-friendly 

Western  press  faJwWs 


Japanese  and  Peruvian 
leaders  to  discuss  siege 


’■  .ria*’ 

nt  ’expto* 


> - .m 


■Inno  Pfar-  l.fmam  In  I Ima 


p'i.V 


yif  . 


*&!»"■  i 


The  Peruvian  president, 
Alberto  Fiqimori,  and 
the  Japanese  prime 
minister,  I^taro  Hashtmoto. 
will  hold  a crisis  meeting  in 
Toronto  tomorrow  as  Japan 
tries  to  rein  in  rislv  psycho< 
logical  war  games  in  the  44- 
da>'-oid  Tima  hostage  crisis. 

Mr  Hashiimto  is  concerned 
that  military  manoeuvres 
around  the  Jap^ese  diplo> 
! matic  compound  in  the  PerU' 
j vian  capital  could  unsettle 
I the  balance  inside  the  resi- 
dence, where  rebels  are  bold- 
ing 72  hostages,  including 
more  tlian  20  Japanese. 

A Japanese  spokesman  said 
the  meeting  would  “seek  the 
conunon  goal  of  solving  ttae 
Crisis  in  a peaceftil  manner*'. 

Increasingly  daring  ma- 
noeuvres by  elite  Peruvian 


police  around  the  residence 
put  that  peaceful  solution  in 
Jeopardy.  Earlier  this  week, 
as  militaiy  music  blared  ftum 
loudspeakers,  a helicopter 
cii^^  over  the  residence 
while  four  armoured  cars  and 
troops  paraded  past  the  g:ues. 

An  o^cer  in  one  of  the  ar- 
moured cars  made  a gesture 
towards  the  residence.  Tnune- 
riiatPiy  a rebel  fired  at  the  car 
fbur  times.  No  one  was  hurt. 

The  Tupac  Amaru  rebek 
claimed  the  police  were  seek- 
ing to  provoke  a reaction,  giv- 
ing them  an  excuse  to  raid  the 
residence. 

Tokyo  now  seems  to  share 
that  fbar.  There  n’ere,  how- 
ever, smne  signs'  that  at- 
tem^  towards  negotiation 
continued.  On  Tuesday,  the 
three  guarantors  who  make 
up  the  neutral  committee  that 
will  oversee  any  talks  with 
' the  rebels  met  for  the  first 


time  with  Mr  Fujlmuri  and 
Japan's  lesulutg  I'cpresenta- 
tive  in  Lima.  Terusukc 
Terada. 

A Peruvian  guvertiment 
rcpresentachrp  said  alter  thv 
meeting  that  Mr  Fujhxinri 
was  “studying  the  pt^ihiltly 
of  a tighter  co-onlinntinn  with 
Jnpan''«  and  hr  signinntnily 
menUtmed  the  **lnvu)Liblllty'' 
of  the  rebel-held  diplomatic 
cnmpoiuid.  Technlcnlt)'  the 
rebels  control  a piece  of  Japa- 
nese terriloo'  wherr  Peru- 
vian law  is  not  in  force. 

The  govermnont  still  re- 
fuses to  include  the  release  of 
TUpac  Amaru  pri.^ners  in 
any  talks  with  the  captors, 
white  the  reDeLv  say  that  is 
their  ceniral  denuinil. 

Red  Cross  officials  yester- 
day took  a stretcher  into  the 
compouxul.  pronipiing  specu- 
lation that  a hustuge  was 
about  to  be  released. 


• •,  %. 


Civil  war  rages 
anew  over  Old 
Virginny’s  less 
than  PC  anthem 


Legislature  a 
law  unto  itself 


. 1 i.'  IIS'* 


MarOnWancer 

in  Washington 


SOUTHERN  traditional- 
ists in  tbe  UniM  States 


Suzanne 

Goldenberg 

interviews  her 
in  Karachi 


Benazir  Bhutto  adjusts  her  shawl  while  speaking  to  journalists  at  her  Karachi  home 


PHOTOGRAPH  DYLAN  MARTINS 


The  mask  of  bravado 


E1NA2IR  BHUTTO 
yesterday  held  out 
the  prospect  of 
months  or  chaos 
for  Pakistan, 
threatening  to  force  the 
country  Into  fresh  elections 
by  the  end  of  the  year  should 
her  party  be  defeated  in  next 
Monday's  vote. 

“I  intend  to  win  ttae  next 
election  » and  if  I don't  win.  I 
intend  to  ensure  tbe  next  elec- 
tion is  held  before  the  end  of 
1997."  Ms  Bhutto  said  in  an 
interview  behind  the  tower- 
ing walls  and  spy  cameras 
that  guard  her  seaside  home. : 
BUawol  House.  I 

She  was  speaking  hours 
before  the  Supreme  Court  en- 
dorsed her  dismissal  last 
November  — an  outcome  ; 
which  she  said  came  as  no  ' 
surprise  given  the  Pakistani 
establishment's  hostlllt>‘  to 
the  Bhutto  dan. 

The  6-1  verdict  upheld  her 
sacking  on  every'  charge,  in- 
cluding sanctioning  death 
squads  in  Karachi  and  lead- 
ing the  country  to  financial 
ruin  through  incompetence 
and  corruption.  However.  Ms 
Bhutto  told  reporters  last 
night:  "1  don't  believe  in  the  i 


word  fear.  God  is  great  and 
tbe  possibility  is  that  I am  go- 
ing to  win  on  February  3 and 
be  back." 

If  noL  any  hope  that  Paki- 
stan can  bounce  back  Grom 
years  of  weak  civilian  govern- 
ments and  dismal  economic 
performances  is  remote,  Ms 
Bhutto  was  resolute  In  her 
refusal  even  to  contemplate 
electoral  defeat,  waving  away 
opinion  polls  which  have  put 


grey  herons  kept  to  the  shade 
a palm  tree.  Two  Mercedes 
and  two  off-road  vehicles 
were  p^ked  in  the  driveway. 

Dismissing  her  challengers 
as  "regional  politicians''  and 
“non-starters”.  Ms  Bhutto 
said  she  would  be  satisfied 
only  with  an  election  result 
broadly  in  line  with  her  par- 
ty’s own  poU  projections. 

“If  the  re^ts  are  as  our 
analysis  shows,  more  or  le^, 


suffered  as  the  interim 
administration  undid  aE  the 
achievements  of  her 
government 

“It  breaks  my  heart  that  all 
tbe  taxation  £rom  the  poor 
starving  people  of  Pakikan 
has  gone  to  waste.” 

She  said  she  would  relent 
on  her  rehisal  to  accept  the 
election  verdict  only  if  the 
president  Farooq  Leghari, 
left  the  country  and  the  care- 


‘I don’t  believe  in  the  word  fear.  God  is  great  and  the 
possibility  is  that  I am  going  to  win  on  February  3’ 


her  main  rival.  Nawaz  Sharif 
of  the  Pakistan  Muslim 
League,  well  ahead. 

A copy  of  Remodelling 
Ideas  for  Your  Home  lay  on 
the  coffee  table  beside  bank 
statements  addressed  to  her 
husband.  Asif  All  Zardart 
whose  name  has  become  a by- 
woi^  for  corruption  and  who 
is  in  jail  in  connection  with 
the  murder  of  Ms  Bhutto's 
brother.  Murtaza. 

Outside,  turkeys  strutted 
on  the  verandah  near  an 
abandoned  red  tricyle.  while 


we  will  accept  ttae  results," 
she  said.  "If  not,  we  won't" 
Any  outcome  that  did  not 
return  her  to  power  would  be 
evidence  of  “hanky  panky”. 
Ms  Bhutto  said  her  Pakistan 
People's  Party  would  meet  to 
decide  whether  it  would  boy- 
cott the  National  Assembly. 

Despite  tbe  hostility  of  the 
elite.  Miss  Bhutto  said  she 
could  still  count  on  ordinary 
Pakistanis  — especially  rural 
voters  — who  would  not  be 
deceived  by  the  propaganda 
war  against  her.  and  who  bad 


taker  governments  in  Islam- 
abad and  the  four  provinces 
were  disbanded. 

“1  will  not  accept  it  if  it  is 
under  the  political  backs  the 
president  put  in  to  fight 
against  us.  If  you  think  ^mu 
have  lost,  you  accept  the 
results,  but  if  you  think  you 
have  been  cheated,  then  no." 
Ms  Bhutto  said  her  followers 
had  already  uncovered 
evidence  presaging  ballot- 
stuffing in  two  Sindh 
constituencies. 

As  ever,  she  spared  tiie  mil- 


itary from  blame  fbr  the  dis- 
misal  of  her  government, 
reserving  her  scorn  for  iwfr 
Legtaari,  whom  she  accused  of 
jumping  on  and  off^  govern- 
ment planes  to  attend  wed- 
dings  or  see  to  his  feudal 
estates  in  Punjab. 

“Leghari  will  plunge  tbe 
country  into  greater  chaos  If 
he  does  not  carry  out  elec- 
tions that  are  seen  as  Gair." 
she  said.  “Does  anyone  accept 
being  cheated?" 

She  likened  Pakistan’s 
plight  to  pre-revolutionary 
Iran.  “Political  instability  has 
led  to  economic  chaos  that  is 
leading  to  an  alliance  be- 
tween the  mullahs  [Muslim 
clergy]  and  tbe  bazaar." 

But  beneath  the  bravado, 
the  criticism  — especially 
from  a Western  press  that  has 
been  friendly  since  the  mar- 
tial law  da>'s  of  the  1970s  -- 
has  hit  home. 

“1  nnd  it  very  painfUl  being 
a democrat  and  being  a pro- 
tector of  human  rights,  bring- 
ing women  into  the  limel^t 
and  campaigning  against 
child  labour.  Having  done  all 
ttiift  and  been  maligned  and 
maligned  and  malign^  — I 
am  fed  up." 


are  rallying  to  ensure  that 
Virginia  efmHnnes  to  Sing  as 
its  awHwww  lines;  “Carry 
me  hack  to  old  Vlzglnny, 
that's  where  old  dar- 
kie's  heart  am  lotted  to  go”. 

The  state’s  senate  voted 
on  Tuesday  night  to  make 
"Old  Virginia*'  into  the 
state  song  emeritus,  which 
meant  it  would  no  longer  be 
sui^  but  would  be  retired 
with  honour. 

Next  month,  the  State’S 
lowtf  chamber  will  vote  on 
the  decision,  and  Souttiein 
groups  and  conservatives 
who  oppose  political  correct- 
ness are  txy^  to  save  tt 

“What  wlU  they  change 
next?  Will  they  rewrite  the 
lyrics  to  Dude?  V^l  they 
remove  our  Confederate 
monuments?”  demand  fUll- 
page  advertisements  taken 
out  this  week  In  Virginia 
newspapers  by  the  Heritage 
Preservatioa  Association. 

The  words  of  “Old  Vir- 
ginia" were  written  119 
years  ago  by  a free  bladk 
New  Yorker  called  James 
Bland.  His  glndnously  sen- 
timental song  about  the  old 
plantations  and  the  affec- 
tion between  white  masters 
and  their  black  slaves  was 
warmly  adopted  by  Virgin- 
ia's white  establishment. 

“This  old  daride's  life 
will  pass  away,”  it  goes  on. 
“Massa  and  ADssls  have 
long  gone  before  me.  Soon 
we  win  meet  on  that  bright 
and  golden  shore." 

Black  ^rginians  are  de- 
manding that  it  be  dropped 
and  oppose  proposals  to 
sanitise  it. 

Senator  Emmett  Hanger 
tried  to  replace  **this  old 
darkle”  with  "this  old 
dreamer”  and  "that's 
where  I laboured  so  hard 
for  old  Massa”  to  “that’s 
where  1 laboured  so  hard 
fbr  my  loved  ones”. 

This  was  rejected  and  the 
search  is  now  on  for  some 
sidtable  and  politically  cor- 
rect new  song. 


Andrew  Higgins 

in  Hong  Kong  on 
a hand-picked 
rival  assembly 


IN  A cul-de-sac  sandwiched 
between  the  Muslim  ceme- 
tery and  the  New  China 
news  agency,  citadel  of  Beij- 
ing’s power  in  Hong  Kong, 
two  buses  rendezvous  for  a 
furtive,  early  morning  dash 
across  the  border  to  China. 

Their  destination  is  tbe 
Peach  Garden  Pavilion,  the 
new  luxury  wing  of  a Commu- 
nist Party  guest  house  ringed 
with  high  walls  and  heavy  se- 
curity in  the  border  boom 
town  of  Shenzhen. 

Until  Britain  gives  up  the 
colony  In  five  months,  the  60 
people  chosen  by  China  to 
undo  Governor  Chris  Patten’s 
democratic  tinkering  in  Hong 
Kong  will  spend  many  week- 
ends making  such  a journey. 

Colonial  authorities  con- 
demri  them  as  a menace  and  a 
nuisance.  Powerful  voices  in 
the  United  States  Senate  want 
them  blacklisted  alongside 
suspected  war  criminals. 

Tbe  nine  women  and  SI 
men  who  assembled  last  Sat- 
urday make  odd  undesirables. 
They  include  property 
tycoons,  the  head  (ff  tbe  East 
Asia  Bank,  millionaire  law- 
yers and  doctors,  a headmas- 
ter and  an  octe^enarian  Eng- 
lishwoman from  Newcastle. 

All  deny  any  wrongdoing 
and  say  their  mission  is  not  to 
break  the  law.  Indeed,  they 
want  to  make  the  law.  That, 
say  critics,  is  the  problem. 

Wnng  Wemg  fllraariy  hag  nna 
set  of  lawmakers,  democrati- 
call>'  elected  in  1995.  In  paral- 
lel with  this  body,  however,  a 
rival  shadow  le^klature  now 
functions,  its  members  chosen 
by  a Beijing-cboreogr^hed 
committee  and  entrusted  with 
legislating  Mr  Patten's 
reforms  into  ohUvion. 

Feaiful  of  possible  legal 
action  and  protests,  in  Hong 
Kong.  China  provide' coaches 
to  take  the  tnembers  of  this 
so-called  provlsfonal  l^isla- 
ture  to  Shenzhen. 


Mr  Patten  mocks  the  body 
as  a "rather  e.votic  debating 
society  that  meets  nn  exxa- 
sionol  Saturday  mornings". 
The  British  Foreign  Secre- 
tary. Malcolm  Rifkind.  issued 
a le^th>'  statement  challeng- 
ing its  legitimacy. 

Jesse  Helms,  tbe  arch  con- 
servative ebairman  of  the  US 
Senate  foreign  relations  com- 
mittee. wants  all  those  who 
bo^  the  bus  barred  from  tbe 
US  under  legislation  that  for- 
bids entry  to  foreigners  guilty 
of  "moral  tuipltude". 

An  aide  to  tbe  North  Caro- 
lina Republican  said  this 
week  that  Mr  Heims  had  no 
timp  for  a legislature  "elected 
b>'  -no  of  their  best  friends". 

The  Chinese  foreign  minis- 
try resp^ed  by  denouncing 
what  It  called  “irresponsible 
I behaviour". 


■ ' 


Mr  Patten  mocks 
the  body  as  a 
‘rather  exotic 
debating  society* 


Scmla,iv 


The  bizarre,  almost  bur- 
lesque fuitiveness  of  the  bus 
trips  has  disturbed  even  Chi- 
na’s stalwart  allies. 

"They  have  a way  of  mak- 
ing arrangements  that  make 
everyone  feel  uncomfort- 
able." said  property  magnate 
David  Chu.  one  of  tbe  main- 
land cadres  who  organised 
last  Saturday’s  meeting.  "I 
don't  know  how  they  do  iL  It 
has  something  to  do  with 
socialism.  But  don't  forget  ve 
are  going  to  have  capitalism 
in  Hong  Kong." 

Peggy  Lam.  a veteran  pro- 
China  politician  who  sits  on 
the  shadow  assembly,  says 
that  everything  will  be  easier 
after  Britain  leaves  on  July  1. 

Ttae  provisional  legislature 
can  then  move  into  the  colon- 
naded chamber  currently 
occupied  by  the  elected  as- 
sembly. But  she  says.  Shenz^ 
ben  does  have  its  advantages. 
’There  are  so  many  people 
making  noise  in  Hcmg  K(^ 
but  across  the  border  we  can 
work  in  peace." 


iwoiip.ijrts  do9 


'“SCufc,^  Ifrtf 


‘Rwandan  killer’  backed 
by  human  rights  groups 


victoria  Brtttain 


Amnesty  intema- 
uonal  and  the  Jour- 
nalists' watchdog 
Reporters  Without 
Borders  have  been  accused  of 
running  an  international 
human  rights  campaign  in 
support  of  a man  whose  al- 
leged leading  role  In  ttae  geno- 
cide in  Rwanda  has  been  ex- 
tensively documented  by 
sur\‘i\'ors. 

.Mter  an  eight-month  inves- 
tigation. African  Rights  — an 
independent.  London-based, 
human  rights  organisation 
with  an  office  in  Rwanda  — 
documents  the  case  of  Joseph 
Ruyenzi.  a former  teacher 
turned  news  reader  now  in 
prison  in  Kigali  accused  of 
the  rape  and  sexual  mutila- 
tion of  Donatilla 
MujawLniana. 

Within  two  days  of  his 
arrest  in  March  1996.  Mr 
Ruyenzi’s  case  had  become  an 
international  cause  cetebre, 
highlighted  by  nutnerous 
human  rights  organisations 
as  a sign  of  government 
victimisation  of  journalists, 
and  Of  “an  operation  of  ethnic 
purification  within  the  state 
media". 

.Amnesty  put  out  three 


"urgent  action"  circulars  (o 
its  supporters  woridwide  in  a 
month,  claiming  to  have 
received  reports  that  Mr 
Ruyenzi  bad  been  tortured, 
suggesting  that  his  arrest  on 
the  rape  charge  was  "a  pre- 
text", and  asking  for  ^ 
immediate  release. 

Pleas  In  support  of  Mr 
Ruyenzi  flooded  into  got'em- 
ment  offices  in  Kigali  from 
.Amnesty  members.  Some  de- 


army — thus  implying  that 
civilians  were  not  Implicate 
— and  that  74,000  of  those  cur- 
rently detain^  are  “probably 
innocent”,  has  had  a poweiftil 
negative  Impact  on  tbe  gov- 
ernment’s reputation. 

The  genocide  trials  now 
going  on  in  the  country  are 
rendered  more  ditflcult  every 
day  by  the  terrorising  or  IdU- 
ing  of  witnesses  and  survi- 
vors, and  the  confidence  of 


Amnesty’s  credibility  on  Rwanda 
has  been  seriously  undermined 


scribed  him  as  prisoner  of  i 
conscience,  almost  all  high- ! 
lighted  tbe  threat  to  free  | 
speech  imidied  by  his  arrest  I 
Even  Mr  Ruyenzi  has  never 
claimed  that  this  was  an  i 
issue,  or  that  he  was  tortured.  ' 

Amnesty’s  documents 
painted  a picture  of  post-geno- 
cide Rwanda  as  a country 
where  freedom  of  speech  was 
not  tolerated,  arbitrary  arrest 
and  detention  were  a common 
fete  for  the  critical  journalist 
and  torture  was  routine. 

That  picture,  coupled  with 
Amnesty's  repeated  claims 
that  the  genocide  was  carried 
out  by  the  former  Rwandan 


powerful  men  such  as  Mr 
Ruyenzi  that  they  can  muster 
international  support 

The  Ruyenzi  case,  as 
reported  by  African  Ri^ts, 
highlights  the  power  and  res- 
ponsibility of  international 
human  rights  organisations 
in  opinion-fonnlng  and  seri- 
ously undermines  Amnesty’s 
credibility  in  its  work  on 
Rwanda. 

According  to  African 
Rights,  neither  Amnesty  nor 
Reporters  Without  Borders 
investigated  the  ebar^  of 
rape  and  sexual  mutfiation 
a^dnst  Mr  Ruyenzi,  nor  did 
they  investigate  seriously  his 


activities  during  tbe 
genocide. 

Donatilla  Mujawimana’s 
case  is  unusuaL  She  is  a 
Hutu,  though  married  to  a 
Tutsi,  and  had  just  arrived  in 
the  district  where  her  ordeal 
took  place.  Mr  Ruyenzi  did 
not  know  of  her  origins  when 
he  led  miUHa  forces  to  her 
house  to  kill  her  husband, 
Gerard  Gatanazl 

Mr  Gatanazt  who  escaped 
but  was  subsequently  beaten, 
rect^nised  Mr  Ruyenzi  lead- 
ing the  militia.  He  was  also 
identified  by  Mr  Gatanzl’s 
son  and  by  Ms  Mujawimana 
on  ttae  ni^t  in  i^il  1994 
when  the  ^noclde  began  in 
Marenga  where  tiiey  lived. 

African  Rights  has 
recorded  dozens  of  detailed 
interviews  vdiich  corroborate 
both  Ms  Mu^wimana's  story, 
and  the  wider  accusations 
that  Mr  Ruyenzi  led  the  kill- 
ings of  Tutsis. 

The  report  describes  the 
heroic  eSbrts  of  ne^bours 
to  hide  Tutel  famHiag  or 
Tutsi  cbOdrea  whose  parents  i 
had  been  killed,  from  the  | 
bands  of  killers  hunting  them  i 
with  lists  of  names.  Hidden  in  I 
holes  or  under  straw,  some  I 
did  survive  to  give  evidence 
about  the  genocide  to  African 
Rights. 
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Worid  news  in  brief 


Bulgarian  minister 
warns  of  ‘explosion’ 

NiJoiaiDobrev.said  on  television  that 
must  understand  the  depth  ofthe  crisis,  and 

VI  have  nw  a caretaker  cabinet  since  December 

minister.  Zhan  VWenov.  resigned.  Mr 
mandate  to  formanewrahinet  bat  the 
opposition  has  demanded  immediate  Sections.  —Ratter,  S(^ 


Israeli  jets  target  Hizbullah 

ISRAEU  planes  attacked  suspected  IQzbiillab  guemna  fargete  in 
^th  Lebanon  with  rockets  yesterday.  Lebanese  security 

They  ^d  two  fighter  planes  fired  into  the  IqUm  al-Ttoufeh 

ridge,  which  is  used  by  me  pro-Iztmlan  Mudim  guerrillas  to  wage 

anacks  on  Israeli  forces  occulting  the  border  zone  to  me  soufiL 
There  was  no  immediate  word  on  casualties. 

The  sources  said  Lebanese  army  and  IfizbuBah  gunners 

returned  anti-aircraft  fire,  but  did  not  hit  the  Jets. 

■Rie  Hizbullah  (Party  of  God)  is  fighting  to  ronove  Israeli  troops 
and  the  allied  South  Lebanon  Annymflitia  fiom  the  south 

Lebanon  border  zone. — Ratter.  NabatfyA. 


Chinese  hotel  fire  kilis  30 

AT  LEAST  30  people  were  killed  and  doeens  more  iniuied  in  a fire 
that  destroyed  a hotel  in  Hunan  province,  central  early 

y^erday.  officials  said.  Many  were  hurt  when  they  leapt  fiom 
windows  to  flamae 

The  authorities  said  two  people  suspected  of  M”” 

at  the  Vanshan  Hotel  in  Changsha,  Hunan’s  w»pHaT^  haH  been 
arrested  and  the  hotel's  manager  was  on  the  run.  However,  it  was 
unclear  whether  file  fire  was  arson. 

The  fire  broke  out  in  a restaurant  on  the  hotel’s  second  floor 
and  spread  swiftly  up  to  the  seventh  floor. 

Mote  than  100  pet^ile.  inrfntUng  the  daad^  wore  taVan  to  ho^i- 
taL  the  official  Xinhua  news  agency  said. 

But  a local  hospital  facial  said:  “We  have  rqiorts  ttiai-  as  many 
as  200  petH^may  have  been  kiDed  or  idjui^’’— /{leutier. 


Poiitician’s  wife  grounded 

AUTHORTlTES  in  Sii^pore  have  prevented  the  wife  of  Tai% 
Liang  Hcng,  an  oppositioa  politician  li^al  action  by  gov- 

ernment leaders,  fiom  lea^dng  the  country. 

The  ministry  oThmne  afiairs  said  yesterday  it  had  cancelled  the 
passport  ofTeo  Slew  Har,  pending  the  outcome  of  an  tavestigation 
Into  Mr  Ta^s  tax  affelrs. 

The  ministry’s  statement  camea  day  after  members  ofthe 
ruling  People's  Actim  Party  obtained  an  injunction  fi-eezlng 
assets  up  to  the  value  of  £5  million  to  cover  possible  damages  and 
costs  than  defamation  suits  they  have  Bled  against  him. 

Mr  Tang,  who  is  in  London,  .said  his  wife  was  stopped  from 
leaving  for  Malaysia. — Nick  Cumimng-Bruce.  Ba^hok. 


Blaze  in  Bombay  skyscraper 

THRE£  people  died  and  nearly  30  were  rescued  after  fire  broke 
out  on  the  upper  floors  of  a 25-storey  buildiag  in  India’s  financial 
capital  Bomb^  yesterday,  officials  said. 

Tbe  blaze  brolte  out  at  Bxpr^  Towers  in  the  prestigious 
Nariman  Point  business  district 
“Three  people  died  in  a room  on  the 22nd  floor  that  had  been 
locked  on  the  inside."  Sbridhar  Joshi,  a city  (fficial.  sakL  A police 
officer  said  they  were  canteen  staff  workiag  for  Pfizer  Ltd,  an 
.American  pharmaceutical  company.  Ratter.  Bombay. 


Mongolia  exports  dog  meat 

MONGOLIA  has  fbund  there  is  nuHiey  to  be  made  in  sdlingthe 
meat  fiom  stray  dogs  across  the  border  toChina,  the  Montsame 
news  agency  repented  yesterday'.  Dc^  meat  is  a delicacy  ta  China. 

Dogs  were  soling  fbr  150  Chinese  yuan  (HD  each  to  the  AUan 
Emed  company  in  China,  it  said. 

'Ihe  Mongolian  news  said  that  in  Choibalsan,  Doniod 

province,  with  strays  becoming  rarer  on  city  streets,  hunters 
were  now  targeting  Cunily  pets. — Ratter,  VtanBator, 


Castro’s  Cuba  ‘not  for  sale’ 


■ - ■ -—  — 

PRESIDENT  Fidel  Castro  of  Cnha  has  angrily  dipiisseda 
US  plan  to  provide  Cuba  with  billions  ofdollan  in  help  if  it 

dumps  its  communist  system  and  Mr  Castro  himself, 
telline  Washington  that  Cuba  is  not  tbr  sale. 

.Mr  Castro  {above,  with  Victoria  Velazqnez,  secretary  eff 

the  Communist  Youth  Union  yesterday) told antmuM 

r^ly  in  Havana  to  mark  the  154th  anniverg^  of  th^urth 
of  Cuba’s  independence  hero,  Jose  Marti:  **what  most 

angers  us  is  that  they  are  trying  to  buy  us.  There  is  no* 

strong  ormoney  in  the  world  capable  of  tnnung  lu  into 

slaves  again,  it  is  unwoziby  to  think  that  liberty  and 

dignity  can  be  bonght."  — Renter.  Havana. 

Monkeys  culled  at  Ebola  fsum 

authorities  in  file  Philippines  began  killing  more  than  600 
monkeys  yesterday  at  a breeding  Gann  shut  by  the  government  for 

failinetocontrolanouthreakofanEboIavirus. 

“This  is  horrible."  said  one  of  the  caiamha  Gann’s  18  woikeis, 

most  of  whan  tuni^  away  as  vete  wearing  protective  doefaing 
tn  iratrh  animaig  to  administer  lethal  inJeetiais.  _ 

’The  environment  secretary,  Victor  Ramo^  sidd  the  destruction 

as\he  primates,  nearly  iDOrfwhidi  were  pregnant  was  necessary 
to  prevent  the  possible  QireadQffiie  virus  to  humans.  The  Restra 
.<;  train  oTEbola  found  at  the  form  poses  no  dangtf  to  humans  at  the 
moment  but  coi^  mutate  into  a deadly  type.  ^ AP.  Oxfombo. 

Go-getters  get  short  shrift 


oreoinii;ei>«»“ 

Into  force.  ...  * 

Icials  said  the  new  rules  had  been  introduced  to  fouv^ 

an  of  easy  virtue,  known  as  "gogetters",  firan  visiting  me 

a httSirteis.’Theseladieslhid  their  ways  into  ofl^ 
....MM&Mt  Afnmalelhrrfintncts.  lohsoraftsb 


Good  old  days  fail  Kohl 
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Former 
PM’s 
brother 
cleared 


IAN  TRAYNOR  in  Bonn 
reports  on  the  deepening 
crisis  as  the  chancellor 
invokes  the  spirit  of 
Ludwig  Erhani  to  work 
another  ‘economic  miracie’ 


CONFRONTED  by 
the  gravest  eco- 
nomic challenges 
since  the  war. 
Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  of  Germany  sought  yes- 
terday to  harness  the  legacy 
oi  Ludwig  Erhard,  leader  of 
the  country’s  “good  tlines’’. 
and  sflenoe  a war  of  words  in- 
side his  governing  coalition. 

Marking  the  emtenary  of 
the  birth  of  Erhani.  Mr  Edhl 
basked  in  the  reflected  glory 
of  the  revered  post-war  eco- 
nomics minister  arid  cban^L- 
lor.  and  ui^ed  the  country  to 
summon  the  spirit  of  those 
days.  Erhard  masterminded 
the  1948  currency  reform  that 
gave  Germans  the  Deutsch- 
mark and  the  “economic  mir- 
acle" that  produced  the  most 
successful  German  state. 

“We  must  return  to  the 
ideas  of  Ludw^  Erhard  to 
confiront  unusual  and  great 
challenges.’’  Mr  Kohl  told  a 
gathering  ofthe  Bonn  elite. 


Coafrtion  dfsarray 
as  the  government 
struggles  to  reform 
tax  and  pensions 


But  their  head-nodding  rev- 
erence failed  to  mask  the 
worsening  disarray  inside  the 
coalition  as  the  govenunent 
Struves,  belatedly,  to  reform 
the  complex  tax  and  generous 
welfore  systems  in  an  attempt 
to  kick-start  the  economy. 

In  the  past  week.  Bonn’s  po- 
litical class  has  been  trans- 
fixed by  the  cacophony  fiom 
within  the  govenunent  Mr 
K(^  had  a screaming  match 
with  his  Christian  Democrat 
friend  and  longest-serving 
cabinet  colleague.  Norbert 
BlQm.  labour  minister  for  14 
years,  who  voted  against  the 
tax  reform  pack^e- 

On  top  of  that  e group  of 
“young  Turks"  inside  Mr 
Kohl's  party,  led  by  Christian 
Wulff,  a CDU  regional  baron, 
also  attacked  tbe  tax  propos- 
eiis  and  called  for  the  lesigna- 
tiu  of  their  architect  Tbeo 
WfligBi,  the  mlzuster 

and  leader  of  Mr  Kohl’s  Ba- 
varian sister  party,  tbe  Chris- 
tian Social  Union  (CSUI. 

Mr  Kohl  has  to  contend 
with  stit»%  resistance  to  his 
plans  from  the  opposition 


Social  Democrats  and  Greens. 
But  his  bi^st  problems  are 
within  the  ruling  t-naiitinTi  of 
Christian  Democrats,  the 
eSD,  and  the  Liberal  Free 
Democrats  (PDF). 

After  voting  against  the 
refonns,  Mr  BlQm  unveiled 
on  Monday  government  pro- 
posals for  overhauling  tbe  ex- 
pensive pensions  system  in  a 
country  whose  popolation  is 
rapidly  ageing;  and  which  Is 
funded  on  a pay-as-you-go 
basis  by  employees,  when  un- 
employment is  nudging  a re- 
coni  4.5  million. 

The  gist  ofthe  complex  plan 
was  that  Germans  would  have 
to  pay  more  for  less.  Pension 
levels  would  drop  fiom  70  to  64 
per  cent  of  net  income,  while 
contributions  would  rise  by  a 
couple  (^points. 

The  scheme  was  attacked 
yesterday  by  all  three  coali- 
tion par^  and  by  tbe  oppo- 
sition and  unions.  After 
months  of  deliberation,  it  was 
back  to  the  drawing  board. 

Mr  Waigel's  tax  plan  was 
meant  to  be  the  vote-wino^ 
centrepiece  (ff  a campaign 
that  would  net  Mr  Kohl  a fi^ 
term  in  general  elections  in 
October  next  year,  if  he 
chooses  to  stand. 

The  scheme  has  backfired 
badly.  Public  confidence  in 
tbe  refonns  is  low.  The  Social 
Democrats  will  block  some  of 
the  changes  through  its  con- 
trol of  the  upper  house.  And 
Mr  Kcrfzl  has  signalled  a will- 
ingness to  walk  away  firom 
some  of  Mr  Waigel's  ideas  by 
offering  to  negotiate  with  the 
opposition. 

A foreign  fiasco  has  added 
to  Mr  Kc^'s  domestic  woes. 
Last  week  he  made  a “histor- 
ic" visit  to  Prs^e  to  sign  a 
joint  declaration  with  the 
Czechs  aimed  at  haling  deep 
wounds  dating  bum  the  war. 

Tbe  Czechs  signed  the  deal 
in  the  belief  that  It  foreclosed 
the  possibility  of  property 
claims  fitsn  ethnic  Germans 
expelled  fiom  Czeriioslovalda 
in  194&46.  But  Mr  Kohl  then 
announced  that  tbe  property 
issue  was  still  open,  while  tbe 
esu  in  Bavaria  and  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Czech-German 
lobby  rejected  tbe  agreement 

The  deal  comes  up  for  en- 
dorsement in  parliament 
today  and  could  he  voted 
down.  The  Czech  parliament 
would  then  do  likewise.  Mr 
Kohl  would  be  indignant  and 
embarrassed. 


A photograph  of  Ludwig  Erhard  overshadows  Helmut  Eohl  during  celebrations  to  mark 
the  birthday  centenary  ofthe  revered  post-war  chancellor  photograph:  michael  urban 


John  Hooper  in  Rome 


SILVIO  BERLUSCONI’S 
brother,  Paolo,  and  the 
former  leader  of  his 
party  were  yesterday  acquit- 
ted of  plotting  to  end  the 
career  of  Italy’s  leading  anti- 
corruption  prosecutor,  .Anto 
nio  Di  Pietro. 

Mr  Di  Pietro  unexpectedly 
resigned  in  December  1994.  a 
few  days  before  he  was  due  to 

interro^te  Mr  Berlusconi  — 
then  prime  minister  — about 
bribery  claims. 

It  took  the  Judges,  sitting  in 
the  northern  town  of  Brescia, 
two  days  to  reach  their  ver- 
dict But  an  acquittal  had 
been  expected  ever  since  the 
prosecutor  caUed  for  a “not 
guilty”  verdict  in  his  sum- 
ming up. 

The  court  decided  there 
was  no  case  to  answer  against 
any  of  the  defendants.  They 
inriuded  Cesare  Previti.  one 
of  Silvio  Berlusconi’s  law- 
yers. the  organiser  of  his 
party,  Forza  Italia,  and  minis- 
ter of  defence  in  the  short- 
lived Berlusconi  government 
The  trial  was  a further  set- 
back to  Mr  Di  Pietro's  politi- 
cal career.  He  served  briefly 
in  Italy’s  centre-left  go\'em- 
ment  but  stepped  down  last 
year  to  defend  himself  against 
allegactons  of  professional 
misconduct 

In  evidence,  tbe  former  law- 
yer was  effectively  disowmed 
by  his  erstwhile  colleagues  in 
the  “clean  bands”  team  of 
anti-graft  prosecutors.  Their 
about-face  came  against  a 
bacl^Tound  of  growing  oppo- 
sition among  politicians  to 
any  further  investigation  of 
comiption  and  patronage. 

The  charges  of  which  Mr  Di 
Pietro  was  acquitted  were 
contained  in  a dossier  that 
Paolo  Berlusconi  and  Mr  Pre- 
viti were  alleged  to  have  used 
to  get  him  to  stand  down. 

Mr  Di  Pietro  has  never  sat- 
isfactorily explained  why  he 
quit.  In  ids  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, be  said  he  was  tired  of 
being  used  for  political  ends. 

A former  policeman,  he  was 
the  star  of  the  “clean  hands” 
team  and  led  the  prosecution 
In  the  most  important  case  to 
be  brought  to  trial.  His  tele- 
vised interrogations  of  tbe 
mighty  were  tbe  key  to  dis- 
crediting Italy’s  old  order. 

The  gradual  demolition  of 
his  reputation  since  then  has 
been  equally  crucial  to  re- 
establishing a more  familiar 
atmosphere  of  cynical  indif- 
ference. As  Mr  Di  Pietro’s 
star  has  waned,  relations 
have  improved  between  Sil- 
vio Berlusconi  and  Massimo 
D’Alema,  leader  of  tbe  ex- 
communist  FDS.  the  biggest 
party  supporting  tbe  govern- 
ment Mr  D’Alema  needs  Mr 
Berlusconi’s  backing,  as 
leader  of  the  opposition,  for  a 
progrerame  of  wide-ranging 
political  reform. 


Belgian  government  hit  by  new 
wave  of  scandal  and  protests 


Sfepfwn  Bates  fn  Bnissefo 


The  Belgian  govenunent 
was  In  turmoil  last 
night  as  a wave  of  dem- 
onstrations threatened  its 
strategy  of  cutting  expendi- 
ture to  qualify  for  monetary 
union,  and  the  Socialist  Party 
in  tbe  governing  coalition 
was  hit  with  new  accusations 
of  bribery  and  corruption. 

Police  .raided  tbe  fimico- 
ptaone  Socialist  Party  head- 
quarters and  removed  ac- 
counts’ records  after  the  arrest 
of  two  senior  party  officials  as 
public  sector  workers 
manrthfld  through  Brussels  to 
pro(^  against  aiv  attempts  to 
cut  jobs  or  privatise  services. 

A further  march  is  planned 
Ibr  Sinuhqr.  Ominoosly  fbr 
prime  minister  Jean-Luc  De- 
haene's  government,  cam- 
ptogners  against  child  abuse 
— including  tbe  parents  of 
two  giris  murder^  by  Bel- 
gium’s paedophile  ring  last 
year  — are  expected  to  join 
protesting  workers  who  are 


being  made  redundant  by  the 
country’s  lai^est  steel  plant 
The  demonstration  will 
unite  two  powerful  and  popu- 
lar forces:  the  bereaved 
parents  and  the  steel  workers 
Titiio  stand  to  lose  their  jobs 
because  the  European  Union 
and  the  government  have 
refused  to  rescue  the  loss-mak- 
ing Fbrges  de  Clabecq  plant 


tlons  against  the  Socialists  as 
the  party’s  problem.  Magda 
de  Galan.  the  social  affairs 
minister  and  a leading  Social- 
ist said:  “The  message  is  loud 
and  clear.  We  know  what  we 
have  to  do." 

In  a further  twist  to  tbe  gov- 
ernment's plight  its  efforts  to 
reduce  the  huge  national  debt 
to  qualify  for  monetary  union 


"We  are  all  potential  victims  and  the 
only  solution  is  all  to  move  together’ 


Gino  Russo,  whose  eight- 
year-old  daughter  Melissa 
was  one  ofthe  paedophile  vic- 
tims, said:  “Our  children 
were  the  victims  of  decayli^ 
institutions.  Humanity  can- 
not be  about  sacrificing  the 
weakest  We  are  ^ potential 
victims  and  the  only  solution 
is  all  to  move  together." 

In  a teree  statement.  Mr  De- 
haene’s  spokeswoman  denied 
the  government  was  in  trou- 
ble and  dismissed  tbe  allega- 


next  year  are  coming  under 
increasing  scrutiny. 

In  an  attempt  to  give  the  ap- 
pearance of  reducing  tbe  debt, 
it  has  been  shown  that  the 
government  has  been  per- 
suading banks,  local  authori- 
ties and  health  insurance 
schemes  to  move  their  money 
Into  state  bonds,  even  if  only 
for  a few  days. 

.Activity  was  particularly 
acute  apparently  over  the 
New  Year  period  when  EU 


statisticians  were  calculating 
their  latest  estimates  of  the  fi- 
nancial peifonnance  of  mem- 
ber states. 

Opposition  groups  called 
for  the  Socialists  — the 
second  largest  group  in  the 
four-party  coalition  — to  be 
dropped  from  tbe  government 
after  f^fa  revelations  that 
bribes  were  paid  into  party 
funds  by  the  French  arms 
manufacturer  Dassault  in  a 
successful  attempt  to  win  mil- 
itary contracts  in  1989. 

The  Socialists,  who  have  al- 
ready seen  several  senior  fig- 
ures — including  Willy  Claes, 
Nato’s  former  secretary-gen- 
eral — forced  to  resign  in  the 
long-running  scandal,  are  in 
disarray  and  the  pair’s  de- 
parture would  almost  cer- 
tainly precipitate  a general 
election  two  years  early. 

Tlie  latest  crisis  stems  firom 
the  arrest  last  week  of  Merry 
Hermanus  and  Franpois 
Pirot  two  senior  party  offi- 
cials. 00  charges  of  receiving 
more  than  £500.000  in  bribes 
from  Dassault  for  par^  funds. 


Sharansky  puts 
Israeli  case 


James  Meek  In  Moscow 


ATAN  Sharansk)’.  the 
most  distinguished  for- 
mer politick  prisoner 
to  return  to  Russia  since  Al- 
exander Solzhenitsyn,  de- 
fended his  transformation 
yesterday  from  oppressed  dis- 
sident to  member  of  the  Is- 
raeli political  establishment, 
casting  himself  as  a promoter 
of  Palestinian  economic 
revivaL 

On  tbe  day  when  the  newly- 
elected  president  of  the  sepa- 
ratist Russian  re^on  of  Che- 
cbenia  began  his  political 
fight  for  an  independent  state, 


Recruit  minorities,  MEP  urges  EU 


John  Palmar  In  Brussels 


The  European  Commis- 
sion, tbe  European 
Farliament  and  the 
other  EU  institntions  were 
told  yesterday  to  cease 
being  "a  platinum-plated 
white  ghetto"  and  recnxit 
more  officials  from  ethnic 
minority  communities. 

The  eau  came  during  a 
debate  in  tbe  European 
Parliament  on  the  eve  of 
the  European  Union's  Year 
Against  Racism. 

Little  has  been  done  by 
the  EU  lastitutimis  to  at- 
tract retxults  from  ethnic 
minority  communities. 
While  there  has  been  a no- 
ticeable increase  in  the 
number  of  women  being 


promoted  to  higher  posi- 
tions in  the  Commission  in 
tbe  past  two  years,  there 
are  hardly  any  ethnic  mi- 
nority officials  In  the  EU 
civil  service. 

A Commission  official 
said:  “I  am  afraid  it  is  all 
too  noticeable  when  you 
come  to  the  Commission,  or 
the  European  Parliament, 
or  the  CoimcU  of  Ministers, 
that  you  see  nothing  but 
white  frices.  This  does  not 
reflect  society  as  it  actually 

is  in  our  member  states  and 

it  has  got  to  change." 

Tbe  leader  of  the  Euro- 
pean Parliament  socialist 
group,  Pauline  Green,  ad- 
mitt^  that  their  record 
was  no  better.  *nve  are 
taiirtng  here  about  Euro- 
pean citizens  and  residents 


who  are  from  ethnic  back- 
grounds. They  are  badly 
under-represented  at  the 
very  heart  of  Enrope.’’  she 
said. 

Referring  to  her  own 
north  London  constituency 
where  210  langnages  are 
spoken,  Ms  Green  said: 
“The  staff  of  the  EV  institu- 
tions must  reflect  the  popu- 
lations they  serve.  Far  from 
that  being  the  case,  these 
jobs  have  become  a plati- 
nnm-plated  white  ghetto." 

MEPs  called  yesterday 
for  measures  to  combat  rac- 
ism including  a lawyers* 
panel  to  advise  people  with 
Immigration  and  asylum 
problems,  a new  clause  in 
the  European  Union  treaty 
outlawing  racism,  xeno- 
phobia and  anti-Semitism 


and  a report  into  immi- 
grante*  problems. 

Because  of  opposition 
from  Britain,  the  year 
against  racism  will  be£dn 
without  an  agreement  es- 
tablishing a promised  ED 
centre  to  monitor  racism 
and  xenophobia. 

Tbe  EU  social  affairs 
commissioner.  Padraig 
Flyxin,  told  the  European 
Parliament  that  he  wanted 
tbe  issue  of  the  monitoring 
unit  resolved  rapidly,  but 
he  went  on:  “However 
there  is,  as  you  all  know. 
Still  one  member  state 
which  queries  the  legal 
basis  for  this  important 
proposaL" 


WliuiBig  the  race*  G2  pages  4 
and  5 


Sharansky:  Triompb  and 
vindication  in  Russia 

Mr  Sharansky,  minister  for 
trade  and  industry  in  Binya- 
min  Netanyahu's  rigbtwing 
coalition  government, 
rejected  a comparison  be- 
hreen  tbe  Russian-Chechen 
relationship  and  the  JewUh- 
Palestinian  one. 

“Tbe  situations  are  very 
different  because  Israel  has 
been  from  the  moment  of  its 
founding  under  continuous 
threat  of  destruction,”  he 
said.  “I  don't  believe  the 
threat  of  destroying  Russia 
has  ever  been  put  in  the  con- 
text of  the  Chechen  problem.” 

Mr  Sharansky,  Imprisoned 
for  nine  years  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  because  of  his 


campaign  for  the  right  of 
Jews  to  emipate  and  for 
human  rights  in  general,  told 
a crowded  press  conference 
that  it  had  been  much  easier 
to  be  a dissident  in  So\iet 
Russia  than  to  be  a member  of 
the  establishment  in  IsraeL 

“I  joined  tbe  establishment 
seven  months  ago  and  became 
a minister  straight  away."  he 
said.  “It's  a government 
which  is  making  enormous 
efforts,  having  bMn  elected 
by  the  right  wing,  to  move  to 
the  centre,  to  build  a consen- 
sus for  the  peace  process.” 

He  pointed  out  that  he  bad 
asked  and  got  fit>m  Mr  Netan- 
yahu the  responsibility'  for  es- 
tablishing industrial  develop- 
ment parks  in  Palestinian- 
controlled  areas.  "I’m  ready 
to  give  the  Palestinians  every 
right  except  one:  the  right  to 
destroy  us.’’ 

Mr  Sharansky,  vrhose  trip 
is  partly  a state-backed  efibrt 
to  encourage  greater  trade  be- 
tween Russia  and  Israel  and 
partly  a personal  pilgrimage 
to  the  scenes  of  his  rebellious 
past  — he  was  bundled  out  of 
Soviet  Russia  by  the  KGB  in 
1986  — was  ebullient  about 
the  changes  he  saw  around 
him,  a mood  he  contrasted 
with  the  blase  complacency  of 
the  young  Russian  press 
corps  and  their  daily  round  of 
press  conferences. 

“It’s  very  gratifying  for  me 
to  have  this  press  conference. 
When  I was  spokesman  for 
tbe  Zionist  movement  23  or  24 
years  ago,  1 was  organising 
press  conferences  in  small 
apartments,  there  were  two 
or  three  foreign  correspon- 
dents who  were  not  afraid  to 
come.  Of  course  there  were  no 
TV  cameras.  After  every 
press  conference  you  knew 
you  could  be  arrested  imme- 
diately — sometimes 
beforehand.” 

Mr  Sharansky,  who  Is  due 
today  to  visit  tbe  Moscow 
prison  where  be  was  Interro- 
gated by  the  KGB.  went  out  Of 
his  way  to  stress  he  felt  no 
bitterness  about  his  years  of 
captivity  — more  a sense  of 
triumph  and  vindication. 
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Taken  for  a real  ride 


Deregulating  the  buses  has  been  a failure 


THE  PLIGHT  of  Britain's  bus  services, 
as  revealed  by  the  government’s  trans- 
port  worl^g  group  which  reported  yes- 
terday. is  no  less  alarmii^  for  being 
entirely  predictable.  It  did  not  take  vast 
expertise  in  transport  economics  to 
guess  that  deregulation  coupled  with 
privatisation  would  place  this  essential 
public  service  in  greater  jeopardy.  Any- 
one who  has  stood  in  a wet  market 
square  and  discovered  that  the  late  bus 
to  the  r^way  station  no  lot^er  runs  — 
or  who  arrives  at  the  station  and  finds 
that  the  town  bus  left  five  minutes 
earlier  — knew  that  in  advance.  Bus 
services  were  an  obvious  tar^  for 
Thatcherite  zeaL  If  the  lady  did  not 
travel  by  high-speed  train,  she  was  even 
less  likely  to  catch  the  17.02  circular 
bus  route  via  Station  and  Cottage 
Hospital. 

Deregulation  came  first,  gncmiraging 
operators  to  cream  off  profitable  routes 
and  cut  back  the  others  — unless  coun- 
cils paid  up.  A year  ago  the  government 
was  forced  to  acknowledge  the  need  for 
a crackdown  on  the  ‘'bus  wars"  of 
cowboy  operators.  Concern  over  the 
mounting  age  of  buses  (including  many 
u^  for  school  runs)  has  also  been 
admitted.  PrivatisatioD  only  made  regu- 
lation more  difficult,  threatening  new 
cuts  while  bringing  rich  pickings 
through  take-overs  and  property  sales. 

Keeping  bus  routes  alive  is  not  just  a 
matter  of  sentiment,  and  the  transport 
minister  John  Watts  has  a point  in 
saying  that  there  never  was  a golden 
age.  Across  the  country  there  has  been 
a historical  decline  since  the  high  point 
of  the  1950s.  The  shift  to  the  private  car 
and  the  growth  of  out-of-town  shopping 
has  speeded  this  decline,  particularly  in 
rural  areas.  Yet  it  has  become  a vicious 
circle:  once  a service  becomes  too  in&e- 
quent  many  who  would  prefiEsr  to  use  It 
are  driven  — to  drive.  Nor  is  it  jiist  a 
matter  of  country  buses.  Britain  is 
essentially  an  urban  society  and  our 


towns  and  cities  are  swallowing  up  the 
countryside.  Yet  suburban  bus  trans- 
port has  also  been  badly  affected. 

The  most  bitter  pill  for  passengers  to 
swsJlow  is  when  a rail  service  is  discon- 
tinued. on  the  grounds  that  an  existing 
bus  service  will  do  instead  — only  for 
the  alternative  to  be  reduced  or  disap- 
pear. This  underlines  the  argument  of 
the  UK  Round  Table's  transport  work- 
ing group  that  the  Government  has 
failed  to  produced  the  int^rated  trans- 
port network  so  badly  needed.  Again  it 
is  a famiHar  complaint,  with  the  rider 
that  the  government  has  notjailed  to  do 
so:  it  has  reused  to  on  doctrinaire 
grounds.  As  the  group  points  out,  trans- 
port needs  are  becoming  more  complex 
and  the  “market"  Is  even  less  capable 
than  before  of  anticipatii^  demand  and 
responding  to  it  flexibly.  Privatisation 
makes  bus  and/or  train  transfers  more 
difficult  precisely  at  the  moment  when 
more  journeys  now  require  a change. 

Operators  who  cream  off  profits  in 
the  form  of  shares  and  hand-outs,  or 
who  cash  in  on  under-valued  privatisa- 
tion ventures,  are  only  part  of  the 
problem.  But  it  was  deeply  depressing 
to  hear  the  feeble  response  of  the 
shadow  transport  secretary  Andrew 
Smith  on  the  subject  yesterday.  He  was 
unable  even  to  say  that  bus  compmiies 
should  “not  rule  out”  the  possibility  of 
being  the  taiget  of  a Labour  govern- 
ment's windfall  tax.  And  there  is  no 
point  in  talking  of  the  need  fbr  new 
vehicles  and  services  without  acknowl- 
ariging  that  this  will  require  govern- 
ment investment.  In  the  end,  public 
transport  is  what  it  sa^  it  is  — public. 
The  environmental  gain  is  self-evident 
one  double-decker  has  the  capacity  of  20 
private  cars.  But  above  all,  as  anyone 
who  buys  a ticket  can  see,  buses  satisfy 
a ht^  social  need:  their  principal  users 
are  the  young,  the  old,  and  the  poor. 
We.  and  particularly  they,  need  the 
buses. 


When  Toyota  thinks  again 


It’s  not  just  the  euro  that  moves  Japanese  Investment 


YESTERDAY’S  hint  by  the  Japanese 
car  company  Toyota  that  its  investment 
plans  in  Britain  could  change  if  the  UK 
does  not  join  European  Monetary 
Union  has  inevitably  been  dragged  into 
the  increasingly  bitter  atmosphere  of 
the  unofilcial  election  campaign.  At  one 
level  it  is  a sobering  reminder  that 
mobile  international  investments  that 
come  to  Britain  can  easily  be  switched 
to  other  countries  if  it  fits  the  long-term 
interests  of  the  multinationals  con- 
cerned. Britain's  volume  CUT  industry  is 
now  foreign-owned.  liie  UK  has  at- 
tracted 40  per  cent  of  recent  Europ^ 
investment  by  Japanese  companies. 
They  don't  come  here  because  they  are 
the  Red  Cross  helping  a nation  in  need 
but  because  Britain  provides  a good 
platform  for  selling  into  Eurof^  for  a 
constellation  of  reasons  including  low 
tariff  barriers,  the  English  langua^,  a 
flexible  labour  market,  the  availability 
of  skilled  labour,  access  to  European 
markets,  public  grants  and  so  forth. 
Long  before  yesterday's  statement 
there  had  been  strong  indications  that 
Japanese  companies  are  engaged  in  a 
strategic  rethink  that  is  likely  to  divert 
more  of  their  future  investment  away 
from  Europe  towards  the  Pacific  basin 
where  most  of  the  action  will  be. 

Whether  Britain  continues  to  attract 
40  per  cent  of  future  (diminished)  Japa- 
nese investment  in  Europe  will  depend 
on  a number  of  factors  within  which 
Britain's  continued  membership  of  the 
EU's  single  market  is  more  important 
than  the  single  currency.  Not  because 


international  companies  are  against  the 
single  currency  because  most  of  them 
are  not  They  would  like  the  stability  of 
Healing  with  all  European  countries  in 
a single  currency  and  can’t  understand 
our  reluctance  to  take  part.  But  as 
Honda  said  yesterday  — while  affirm- 
ing its  plans  to  remain  in  Britain  — the 
company  operates  in  140  different 
countries  and  is  used  to  dealing  with 
currency  fluctuations.  Nissan,  which 
recently  announced  a further  £215  mil- 
lion expansion  of  its  successful  Sunder- 
land plant  also  re-affirmed  its  belief 
that  Britain  was  the  place  to  be. 

None  of  these  pledges  of  confidence 
prevented  politicians  from  seizing  on- 
Toyota's  remarks  for  electoral  reasons. 
Shadow  Chancellor  Gordon  Brown 
sai±  "This  is  the  first  sign  of  industry 
reacting  to  the  Tories’  inflating  and 
disunity  over  Europe.  The  Tories  are 
now  putting  British  jobs  at  risk."  Ian 
Lang,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
said  that  Toyota  and  others  came  be- 
cause Britain  refused  to  accept  the 
social  burdens  with  which  the  rest  of 
Europe  is  saddled.  Sir  Teddy  Taylor, 
the  Tory  Euro-sceptic,  claimed  that 
Toyota's  short-term  problem  in  selling 
cars  to  Europe  when  the  pound  was 
strong  was  nothing  compared  with  the 
long-term  problem  if  Britain  joined  the 
EMU.  And  so  it  goes  on.  And  will 
continue  to  go  on  and  on  imtil  election 
day  restores  a firesh  period  of  stabilty 
during  which,  for  Japanese  compemies, 
it  will  almost  certainly  be  Business  as 
Usual. 


A Stone’s  throw  to  Turkey 


Whether  the  professor  will  stay  has  to  be  a matter  of  doubt 


T.'MQNG  to  heart  Richard  Wagner’s 
ad\ice  always  to  do  something  new,  the 
55-year-old  Professor  Norman  Stone  is 
ab^doning  his  chair  of  Modem  His- 
tor>'  at  Oxford  and  adjourning  to  An- 
kara. where  he  is  to  found  an  institute 
of  Russian-Turkish  studies.  In  a world 
in  w'hich  academics  seem  regularly  to 
change  jobs  and  countries,  few'  sm± 
moves  are  worthy  of  notice.  Professor 
Stone's  is  an  exception. 

Like  the  late  AJP  Taylor  in  an 
earlier  era.  Professor  Stone  occupies  a 
distinctive  position  in  the  muddy 
^und  where  academic  history  and 
informed  journalism  sometimes  meet. 
'Though  the  right-wing  Professor  Stone 
has  very  different  politics  from  the  left- 
wing  Professor  I^iylor,  there  r&aam 
many  similarities  between  them.  Both 
are  outsiders  at  Oxford,  both  write  with 
rare  verve  and  conviction,  both  are 
independent  iconoclasts,  both  are  Euro- 
sceptics with  an  irresistible  fascination 


for  European  history  on  which  they 
opine  with  brilliance.  Above  alL  both 
are  natural  popularisers. 

Taylor’s  journalism  infuriated  many 
of  Itis  O^ord  colleagues.  Professor 
Stone's  does  likewise.  Even  today.  ^ 
too  many  academic  historuuis  believe 
that  the^  knowledge  is  much  too  pre- 
cious to  be  shared  with  or  debated  by 
the  mere  readers  of  newspapers.  Profes- 
sor Stone,  on  the  other  band,  is  always 
ready  to  talk  turkey  whenever  he  can 
be  found. 

Whether  the  rolling  Stone  will  come 
finally  to  rest  in  Turkey  has  to  be  a 
matter  of  doubt.  If  Islamic  fundamental- 
ism were  ever  to  sweep  throu^  An- 
kara. the  professor  would  soon  find  his 
style  cramped  even  more  than  in 
Oxford.  But  he  is  the  first  to  know  that 
Christendom’s  fear  of  Turkey  has  not 
always  been  matched  by  events.  We 
hope  he  will  keep  in  touch.  We  will  miss 
him  if  he  doesn’t 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


A young  country  speate 


I AM  one  of  the  young  “fix- 
ers” accnsed  by  Geoige 
Monbiot  (VTby  the  young 
riiBriain  Blair  anti  blS  WOTkS, 

Janu^  2^  of  being  ‘Hrith- 
ered  in  spirit"  and  acting  for 
“the  least  yontb-oriented 
Labour  ^trty  there's  ever 
been”.  Whilst  1 admit  to  a 
sharp  suit  and  hairdo.  Mon- 
blot can  rest  assured  that 
many  of  us  are  purple-haired, 
nose-ringed,  goatee-sporting, 
Doc  Marten-wearing  veget- 
arians. 

Despite  the  fuss  made  over 
spln-doctory,  focus  groups 
atvi  Mlddie-Bngianri,  the  ozdy 
group  actualiy  targeted  by 
Labour  are  first-time  voters; 
of  which  I am  one. 

Robin  Cook  spoke  at  the 
recent  Labour  Environment 
Campaign  conference  on  the 
very  issues  Monbiot  cites  as 
appealing  to  “the  youthfiil 
voice  of  the  underground". 
We  heard  pledges  on  the  local 
and  global  environment, 
cheered  a promise  to  aid  the 
use  of  land-mines,  saw  a com- 
prehensive policy  leaflet  on 
animal  welfore.  and  heard  a 
speech  by  one  of  the  (agei^ 
Lords  who  blocked  the  Police 
Bia 

Incidentally,  this  event  was 
attended  by  a great  many  el- 
derly ladies  from  Middle 

TCngland. 

Oliver  Houston. 

10  Grevnie  Place, 

London  NWS  5JN. 


volved  in  environmental  pro- 
tests. but  the  combined  youth 
mamhai-ghip  of  environmen- 
tal presstire  groups  is  less 
than  the  youth  miembership 
of  the  Labour  Party.  The 
issues  which  real^  concom 
young  people  are  job  Insecu- 
rity, crime,  drugs  and  tax. 
Andy  Charlwood. 
4RQllswood, 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

Herts  AL74DG. 


constant  U-turns  and  aban- 
donment of  past  Labour  be- 
Uefb  has  app^ed  me,  and  de- 
spite the  need  to  rid  my 
constituency  a truly  dread- 
ful Tory  MP,  unless  the  Green 
Party  fields  a candidate  I will 
fbr  the  £!»t  time  in  my  voting 
I life  be  disenfranchised. 

, D Hatchinson. 

! 81  Great  Holme  Court, 

I Thorplands. 

I Noitbampton  NN3  8AE.  ; 


IT  is  sad  that  my  former  part- 
ner Paul  Boateng  writes,  as 


As  a 17-year-old  politically 
#%ac^  young  person,  1 be- 


^Vactive  young  person,  1 be- 
lieve that  most  young  people 
don't  care  fbr  politics  or 
single  issues,  and  in  this 
respect  Geoi^  Monbiot  over- 
estimates the  levd  of  our  ide- 
ology. We  have  been  put  off 
by  the  sleaze  and  corniption 
shown  by  those  in  power  and 
the  staggering  lack  of  aware- 
ness of  the  concerns  of  young 
people  shown  by  the 
Government. 

Richard  Colebonm. 

9 Greenacres  Drive, 

Ringmer,  Lewes. 

East  Sussex  BNS  SLZ. 


George  Monbiot  argues 
that  if  young  voters  pun- 


George  monbiot  ex- 
presses principles  that 


I CANNOT  understand  how 
Monbiot  can  draw  the  con- 


■Monbiot  can  draw  the  con- 
clusion that  the  issues  which 
concern  young  people  are 
"civQ  liberties,  the  environ- 
ment, animal  welfore,  immi- 
gration and  disarmament". 
Hag  anybotfy  heard  of  Youth 
CND  recently? 

Sadly  recent  protests 
against  the  AsrtuQi  3^4  Im- 
migration Act  drew  crowds  of 
only  a Cew  thousand,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  black 
British.  The  crowds  protest- 
ing s^alnst  the  Criminal  Jus- 
tice Act  were  lai^r  but  the 
protests  left  the  majority  of 
young  people  cold.  There  is  a 
small  but  vocal  minority  in- 


wtilpresses  principles  that 
apply  to  dJsiUusioaed  social- 
ists of  all  ages.  It'S  not  only 
the  young  who  rfiariain  siair 
and  his  works  — this  62-year- 
old  doddering  old  leftie  shares 
it. 

Fve  voted  Labour  all  my 
life,  despite  being  middle 
riai^  I was  at  Grosvenor 
Square  in  the  60s,  at  Green- 
ham  Common  on  CND 
marches,  and  my  instincts 
and  principles  are  stftl  the 
same  as  they  were  then.  The 


vlthat  if  young  voters  pun- 
ish New  Lsfoour  by  opting  for 
sinaiT  parties,  “they  might  not 
elect  many  candidates  but  the 
party  would  be  begging  from 
their  table  in  2002”.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  it  is  tactically  un- 
sound to  give  comfort  to  ploys 
of  this  type.  Small  par^ 
make  Tory  MPs,  and  It  is  im- 
possible to  predict  where  diff- 
banger  results  with  one-  or 
two-ngure  majorities  will 
occur. 

Jolm  Major’s  tactical  skills 
must  never  be  underesti- 
mated. and  the  removal  of  the 
Tories  is  our  prime  need,  for 
their  incessant  attacks  on 
public  life,  liberty  and  prop- 
erty are  a punishment  to  us 
alL 

Every  possible  oppositioa 
vote  needs  to  be  polled  to 
make  sure  of  getting  rid  of 
Public  Enemy  No  1:  only  then 
ghaTi  we  have  the  luxury  of 
identifying  and  dealing  effec- 
tively with  Public  Enemies 
No  2,  No  3 and  so  forth. 

(CDr)  Frank  R McMianns. 
Lodtsley  House. 

97  Longfield  Road, 

Todmorden  OL14  6ND. 


Iner  Paul  Boateng  writes,  as 
he  does,  of  the  1^-aid  system 
beii^  “hUaeked"  by  Inflated 
costs  and  “opaque”  lawyers  in 
langnagg  more  usually  associ- 
ated with  the  ’Tory  Lord  Chan- 
oelZar  and  the  tabloids  (Pick  a 
pocket  or  two.  January  27). 

As  someone  whose  career 
has  been  built  upon  l^ally- 
aiHaH  criminal-defence  work 
he.  of  all  people,  knov^  that 
there  are  no  legd-aid  Eat  cats. 
And  as  one  who  made  his  po- 
litical reputation  opposing  the 
old  “sus”  laws,  he  is  the  last 
person  (me  would  expect  to 
come  up  with  a superficial 
judicial  “Bfestyle”  test  for 
mulcting  the  allegedly  ill-got- 
ten gains  of  convicted  crimi- 
nals to  pay  for  their  defence, 
let  alone  mouthing  the  mantra 
cf  “zero  tolerance”. 

Paul  ri^tly  urges  “funda- 
mental reform”  of  state  provl- 
skm  of  l^al  services,  but  his 
proposals  will  not  achieve 
this.  A more  cost-effective  pro- 
gramme would  be  for  the  state 
to  establish  a national  net- 
work of  fal^ily  -quallfit^.  sala- 
ried. multi-disciplinary  per- 
son^ providing  the  whole 
spectrum  of  legal  and  associ- 
ated professional  services, 
■niis  could  range  from  crinu- 
nal  defence  and  civil  litigation 
to  conveyancing,  from  immi- 
gration, welfore  and  consumer 
law  to  piubate  and  trust  work, 
on  a partially  means-tested 
basis. 

But  I suspect  that  both  the 
Labour  Party  and  the  vested 
interests  would  squeal  at  any- 
thing which  of  de- 

privatisation. 

Benedict  Blmberg. 

BM  Birabeig  & Ca 
4 Eliot  Place, 

London  SESOQL.  i 


teristically  unreveallng. 
ITiere  is  little  doubt  the  gen- 
eral public  was  disgusted 
when  £9  million  Guinness 
fraudster  Ernest  Saunders 
received  £1.5  million  legal  aid, 
especially  when  his  paltry  six- 
mo^ prison  sentence  was 
curtaSed.  'Hrere  is  not  a sini^ 
taxpayer  in  the  country  who 
would  wiilintdy  contrflxite  to 
the  defence  funds  of  such  fi- 
nancially endowed  criminals. 

However,  in  his  explanation 
of  L^iour's  new  tack,  Paul 
Boateng  manages  to  exhaust 
in  excess  oi  IJJOfi  words  whilst 
revealing  remarkably  little. 

What  does  a “professi<mal 
criminal”  actually  mean?  And 
will  the  financial  threshold 
and  quafifiring  “lifestyle"  of 
t’hto  definition  serve  to  intro- 
duce a mechanism  by  which 
ri^  criminals  ore  better  able 
to  buy  their  way  out  of  long 
prison  sentoices  than  poorer 
ooes^J  These  are  vital  ques- 
tions when  determining 
whether  Justice  will  be  served 
or  hindered  by  these 
' proposals.  . . 

In  a legal  system  where 
even  a letter  from  your  lawyer 
costs  as  mnch  as  some  people 
I earn  in  a day.  I^al  aid  is  a 
! fundamental  necessity.  As 
' 5u<±  it  should  not  be  disman- 
tled in  any  way  without  an 
honest  debate,  free  from  tbe 
kind  of  regui^tated  “tough  on 
crime"  rhetoric  which  formed 
the  majority  of  Boateng’s 
explanation. 

Jim  Carey. 

Co-editor,  SquaD  Magazine. 
Box  8^. 

London  N195HW. 


PAUL  Boateng’s  proposals 
are  distiimuisbed  (mly  by 


Short  thoughts  I Howto  help  llie  single  mother 


WE  are  delighted  to  be  as- 
sured by  ChristoDher  Ed- 


V V sured  by  Christopher  Ed- 
wards of  the  British  Council 
Cotters,  January  28)  that  its 
libraries  in  Greece  are  still  in 
operation.  Perhaps  it  could 
tell  the  librarians  in  Athens 
and  Salonika  who  have  been 
made  redundant  The  librar- 
ies re-open  as  computer- 
ised information  centres,  but 
they  win  not  be  "leoding" 
libraries.  The  bot^  will  have 
been  given  away. 
RnthNagley. 

Kathleen  O’Donnell. 

20  Irithanou  Rciad, 

Hilton  115  28,  Athens. 


nLEASE  ten  Ijmn  Fother- 
r ingham  that  a single 


I A/TTH  regard  to  Monday’s 
VVvote  on  the  Education 


r ingham  that  a single 
mother  who  raises  a child 
without  “going  out  to  wo^’ 
is  very  definitely  contribut- 
ing to  Ms  Fotheringham’s 
pension  for  20  years'  time 
(Letters.  January  29).  Unless, 
in  20  years,  Mis  FUtheringham 
refuses  all  services  and  g(X)ds 
produced  by  the  oSkprlng  of 
sin^e  niothm«,  Ms  Seymour’s 
child  may  easily  be  Ms  Foth- 
eringham’s  doctor,  bus  driver 
or  even  social  wmrker  if  she's 
notcarefuL 
Gerry  Bond. 

8 Ryton  Way, 

Reading  R(%  4AZ. 


VVvote  on  the  Education 
Bill:  haven’t  standards  of 
numeracy  dropped  during  tite 
last  18  years? 

Paul  Hardy. 

31  Blenheim  Road. 

Deal  CT14  7DB. 


AS  WE  an  know,  it’s  just 
not  on  nowadays  for 


YOU  refer  to  Michael 
Grade's  "successful”  cam- 


T Grade's  "successful"  cam- 
paign to  persuade  the  (Tovern- 
ment  to  “scrap"  the  C4/ITV 
funding  formula  (January  | 
28).  In  foot  the  Government  is 
01^  required  to  reexamine 
the  formula.  ITV  certainly  ex- 1 
pects  it  to  exist  after  1998. 
Barry  Cox. 

Director,  ITV  Association. 

200  Gray's  Inn  Road, 

London  WClX  8HF. 


#vot  on  nowadays  for 
sin^  mothers  to  stay  sdf- 
ish^  at  home  raising  their 
children.  They  must  get  them- 
selves a career  and  pay  a 
childminder  to  look  after 
their  children.  But  Is  child- 
minding  not  a “job’7  All 
single  mothers  should  [»dr 
ttumselvea  off.  Each  could 
then  look  after  the  other’s 
child,  and  pay  each  other  an 
identical  amount  ^ doing  so. 
Each  is  then  “working”, 
which  would  satisfy  Mr  IBuaJr 
and  others  like  him. 

Teresa  Hewitt. 

Darkes  Farm,  Novertcm  Lane, 
Frestbury,  Cheltenham. 


after  my  children  and  keep- 
ii^  on  my  job  as  a communi- 
cations psychologist  for 
adults  with  laming  disabil- 
ities was  Tnairing  me  very  iU. 

1 do  not  want  to  live  on 
state  benefits  and  wianagarf  to 
negotiate  a contract  to  write 
three  novels  for  children. 
This  gives  me  about  half 
what  I need  to  live  on  fbr  fix 
months.  With  Family  Credit  T 
mi^t  just  survive  until  the 
books  are  written.  Beywd 
that  I have  nothing. 

What  people  like  me  need  is 
the  financial  support  to  get 
retrained  at  a p<^-graduate 
levfi  so  we  can  get  back  to 
self-snfEkdency,  (Ugnify,  anri 
contributing  to  society.  I am 
willing  to  be  responsible  for 
my  children,  but  ap^  from 
imnriring  off  my  ex  for  his  in- 
surance money,  what  do  I do7 
Name  and  address  supplied. 


I AW  Centres  broke  the 
l—monopoly  <m  private  prac- 
tice 25  years  ago.  They  are 
multi-disciplinary,  employing 
lawyers  and  l^sd  advisers. 
They  act  for  pe^de  who  are 
infi^ible  for  legal  aid  and  rep- 
resent clients  at  tribunals 
whera  l^al  aid  is  not  avail- 
ahie.  They  are  independent 

and  wmmiinHy.ba.<^gd. 

Paul  Boateng  makes  no 
mention  of  the  need  to  raise 
fijj^Ility  levfis  or  of  the  need 
to  estmid  l^al  aid  to  cover  tri- 
bunal representation.  He 
wants  to  see  '*016  devek^ment 
of  legal  aid  as  a ccxnmunity- 
based  service".  Does  this 

moan  Hiat  wifiieS  tO  SUIh 

port  the  current  (rovern- 
menf  s proposals  on  blobk  con- 
tracting of  l^al  aid  as  we 
suspect  or  does  he  (fibr  any 
aUemative? 

The  rise  of  400  pm  emit  in 
tile  cost  of  legal  aid  is  not  just 
due  to  any  rise  in  crime  — 
what  about  the  huge  increase 
in  coaSOsing  legislation  over 
tile  past  20  years? 

Ross  de  Haney. 

Chair, 

Law  Centres  Federation. 
Duchess  Hduse. 

18-19  Warren  Street, 

London  WIF  6DB. 


PAUL  Boateng’s  explana- 
tion cf  Labour’s  proposals 
on  legal-aid  r^rm  are  charac- 


r are  distii^uifiied  (mly  by 
their  extravagance  of  cUche. 
One  has  long  grown  accus- 
tomed to  the  Labour  leader- 
shfo's  silence  at  best,  connive 
ance  at  worst  whilst  the 
Tories  have  robbed  us  of  our 
ri^ts.  However,  his  prescrip- 
tions as  a fellow  practising 
criminal  barrister  are 

shatnafiil- 

His  suggestion  that  dfitei* 
(fonts  found  in  the  course  ot  a 
trial  to  have  access  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  crime  or  other  fimds 
to  pay  towards  their  represmi- 
tatfon  cm  pain  of  a longer  sen- 
tence are  wrong  In  principle 
and  unnecessary  in  practice. 

To  allow  a judge  swh  pow- 
ers would  result  in  defendants 
effecttively  being  convicted 
and  sentenced  fbr  further  of- 
fences wtthoot  any  recpiire- 
ment  m tbe  state  to  prove 
wnmgdoing. 

If  U transpires  that  any  de- 
fendant has  improperiy  (fo- 
folned  legal  aid.  then  they  can 
be  (and  are)  prosccnted  fbr 
fraud  witii  the  burden  on  the 
state  to  prove  its  case  beyond 
reasonable  doubt.  IT  the  state 
can  borden,  then  tbe 

riafawifant  must  be  punished. 
Paul  Boateng  may  object  to 
this  on  the  grounds  of  cost;  if 
he  does,  we  will  know  then 
that  for  New  Labour  due  pro- 
cess of  law  is  secondary  to  cost 
considerations. 

Bilark  J Guthrie. 

T(X)ks  Court  Chambers, 

14  TOcdts  Court, 

London  EC4A ILB. 


A Country  Diaiy 


My  late  fother,  Ch  Sopt 
James  Black  QPM.  Scot- 


SiRTEEN  years  ago  1 
entered  into  what  I 


IVlJames  Black  QpM,  Scot- 
land Yar^  came  home  one 
night  having  been  told  hy  his 
superior  be  was  promoted 
Cozmnancier.  When  the  notice 
went  up  next  day,  the  name 
a mason  (It’s  a square  cop, 
January  29)  was  substituted. 
<Dr)  Edwa^  Black. 

80  Dorset  Road, 

Lond(}D  SW19  3HD. 


^Ventered  into  what  I 
thought  was  a mature,  Chris- 
tian marriage.  1 worked  hard 
at  being  a wife  and  mother 
while  my  husband  was  trying 
to  seduce  my  friends.  Two 
years  ago  he  announced  he 
wanted  to  marry  someone 
else.  He  left  me  with  four  chil- 
dren and  no  mfltntwianrA 
About  a year  ago,  my  6P 
told  me  the  stress  of  looking 


ACHNAHAIRD  BAY:  The 
haar  — a sea  mist  — in  mid 
January  was  unusual  because 
of  the  extent  of  the  area  it 
covere(L  Normally  a haar  will 
env^p  tiie  firths  on  the  east 
coast  and  such  was  the  case 
when  I reached  tiie  Beauly 
Firth  at  Inverness.  However, 
to  my  surprise,  the  phencane- 
non  persisted  for  over  40  miles 
and  almost  to  my  destinatuxi 
north  s£  UBapool  on  the  west 
coast  ^le  baywasinbrinfont ' 
sunshine  but  inland  the  view  ; 
was  almost  eerie  as  the  haar : 
hid  the  lower  parts  of  the  hiik  > 
with  only  the  tops  of  Coi^(di. 
Cul  Beg.  Stac  PoQy,  Cul  Mor 
and  Suilven  visible.  Fbr  some 
time  through  the  telesoope  I 
watched  a great  northern 


diver  feeding  in  the  bay  and 
further  out  four  black  guUle- 
mots  — their  local  warm*  fo 
tystle.  Then  it  was  n»und  to 
Reis'  where  the  forge  expanse 
of  open  moorland  once  bein 
the  first  breedii^  paixa  of 
grrat  skuas  on  the  Scottifii 
matnland.  FurQier  south,  the 
Summer  Isles  sparkled  in  the 
sunshine  and  I recalled  a brirf 
visit  to  the  largest  of  them  — 
Tanera  Mbr  — where  I had 
bought  a set  of  postage  stamps 
with  their  superb  wDdUfe  de- 
signs. At  Badootarbet  1 photo- 
graphed the  Icehouse  from  dif- 
ferent an^es  and  1 could 
remember  when  this  had  ben 
a bustling  salmon-netting 
station.  On  tiie  drive  back 
down  to  Ullapoal  I was  simply 


disheartened  at  the  landscape 
as  1 first  visited  tiiis  area  over 
30  years  ^ and  it  is  stQl 
being  over-grazed,  over-burnt 
and  d^;raded.  ITils  is  stiU  the 
case  witii  InveipbUy  National 
Nature  Reserve  which  had 
been  designated  in  1961.  Ad- 
mittedly there  are  some  »do- 
sures  against  stock  and  deer 
hut  they  fiill  fc»m  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  total 
area  of  26^  acres.  Much  of 
the  haar  had  gone  by  then 
aithmigh  over  the  Dlirie  Mor 
it  persisted  along  with  frost 
; but  a fearer  area  at . Loch 
' Gaive  gave  close  views  of  8 
! pair  adult  whooper  swans 
; that  were  feeding  in  the 
shaUows.  • 
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IRON  MUlbajsk  Tower 
comes  sensational 

• ■ ■ ™pW-rebnt- 
jal  expert  Oofy  Wegg- 
Prosser  has  vowed  never  to 
speak  to  the  Dtery  again. 

According  to  a friend,  the 
unal  straw  came  last  week. 

When  Mandy  Mandelson 
iweaied  thathisNew 
hour  weenies  do  not  take 
“eal  breaks,  we  offered  to 

nip  round  to  MUlbank  with 

a nice  drop  of  sonp.  Having 
s^d  “No  thank  yon”,  Oofy 
t^n  asked  if  thto  was  on  or 
Off  the  record.  “Od,”  we 
said.  “Well,  make  it  off  the 
record.”  Itis  because  we 
reported  this  extremely  Im- 
portan  t exchange  that  Oofy 
nna  ware  perhaps  that  com- 
ments cannot  be  made  off 
the  record  retroactively, 
has  made  his  decision. 
When  the  trauma  hac 
passed.  1 will  write  to  ask 
Oofy  whether  he  hag  ftiiiy 
thought  oat  the  conse- 
quences of  his  actions,  not 
least  that  any  future  Mandy 
stories  most  be  published 
unchecked.  For  now, 
though,  all  1 can  do  is  reflect 
quietly  on  the  highU^ts  of 
Ooty'sfareer . . .hiso.73- 
second  denial  of  last  An- 
gast*s  romonr,  for  instance, 
that  Mandy  planned  to 
grow  a lengthy  beard  after 
the  style  of  ZZ  Top.  Rapid 
rebuttal  will  never  be  the 
same  again. 


Concern  grows  that 
Simon  Hi^es,  the 
likeable  Libert  MP 
for  Beimonds^,  is  racked 
by  a crisis  of  confidence. 

J ust  as  Mr  Tony  Blair  ex- 
presses his  desire  for  such  a 
digEQitary,  the  Nursing 
Times  reports:  “One  job 
[Hughes]  would  like  is 
Mayor  ofLondon,  if  the  post 
were  ever  created,  and  he 
admits  it  would  be  a 
struggle  to  choose  between 
health  secretary  and 
mayor.'*  Such  are  the  crip- 
pling strains  of  life  at  the 
epicentre  of  politick  power. 
Chin  op,  Simon! 


Following  Tues- 
day’s report  about  Neil 
Hamilton  usings  so- 
licitor’s letter  to  terrify  a 
bookshop  in  his  constitu- 
ency into  returning  its 
stock  of  the  splendid  new 
Guardian  book  Sleaze, 
there  is  news  of  a too^,  no- 
nonseose  counterstrike.  Mr 
Hamilton’s  solicitors  have 
been  warned  that,  unless 
they  give  an  undertaking 
that  all  bookshops  which 
received  the  letter  will 
shortly  receive  another 
re\-oking  its  contents,  he 
will  be  sued  for  any  book 
sales  lost  as  a result.  No 
such  undertaking  has  been 
received,  and  consequently 
we  remind  anyone  in  Tatton 
nnable  to  buy  this  magnifi- 
cent book  that  it  can  be  or- 
dered through  Guardian  In- 
teractive on  0500  600 102. 


■ OYALTY,  it  seems. 

I remains  the  Tory 
■■toecret  weapon.  Jane 
Grlfliths,  Labourcandidate 
for  Reading  East,  reports  an 
e.vperiment  with  Tory  Cen- 
tral Office.  Ringing  to  test 
the  response  when  asked  tor 
a copy  of  the  manifesto,  Ms 
Griffiths  was  told  it  would 
not  be  available  until  Just 
before  the  election.  “And 
when  do  you  that 
might  be?”  ’'WelL  John 
Major  said  it  was  going  to 
be  on  May  1 said  a woman 
in  Smith  Sqoare,  “bnt  be 
won't  hold  out  that  long.” 


EWS  reaches  us  of 
I Charles  Bronson, 
i Britain’s  most  dan- 
gerous prisoner  who  fea- 
tured on  fiont  pages 
recently  after  taking  three 
Iraqis  hostage  in  Belmaxsh 
prison.  From  his  new  prison 
in  Bicester.  Charles  sends  a 
poem  called  Berflia  And  Me. 
toom  which  it  emei^es  that 
he  has  fallen  in  love  with  his 
medicine  ball.  “She  never 
lets  me  down/  She  keeps  me 
at  and  alive/  She  makes  me 
laugh/  She  helps  keep  me 
sane/  And  she  beats  world 
records  with  me,”  it  goM 
(the  last  line  referring  to 
the  world  record  tor  sit-ups 
with  a medicine  ball  they 
set  last  year).  Now  Charles 

Is  eager  to  formalise  the 
relationship.  “Hell  man,  l*d 
marry  her  tomorrow/  But 
the  prison  chaplain  says  he 

can't  allow/  A medicine 
ball  to  marry  In  his  prison”. 
Have  these  men  of  God  no 
heart? 


S IN6ER  and  TV  per- 
sonality Darren  ZHiy 
has  had  to  pull  out  of  a 
film  in  ^l^ch  to 
the  gangster  son  of  Michael 
Caine.  [TV's  Teletext  ser- 
rice  reports.  Mr  Day  says  he 
bad  hoped  that  the  part 
would  help  him  abM  his 
goody-goody  Image,  but  In- 
stead he  Is  to  tour  in  Sum- 
mer HoUday. 


Of  the  leader,  by  the 
leader,  for  the  leader 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


T\ 


HE  long  march  of  the 
terminator  proceeds.  It 
is  an  awesome  spec- 
tacle. In  Tony  Blair's 
position,  it  is  the  obvious  ma- 
noeuvre to  perform.  AU  r^iei- 
cal  leaders,  given  time  op- 
portunity, seek  to  dimmia: 


the  power  ranged  against 
t^m,  which  is  what  Mr 
did  yesterday  by  securing  en- 
dorsement a radical  p^atT 
for  the  rdbrm  of  the  Labour 
Party  conference  and  the 
national  executive  committee. 
It  was  brilliantly  to  co- 
incide with  the  impossibility 
of  opposing  it  How  well  it 
win  woik  is  another  matter. 
Movii^  to  emajsftiilatia  opposi- 
tion to  what  a Labour  govecn- 
ment  does  may  be  wholly 
understandable,  but  I do  not 
think  it  can  be  reUed  cm  to 
achieve  what  the  leadership 
expects.  The  party  may  lie 
down,  but  the  party  is  not  the 
end  of  the  story.  Others  will 
be  less  recumbent 
The  Labour  oonfetenee  is 


the  most  sentimentalised 
shrine  in  tbe  entire 
landscape.  As  a poll^-mak- 
ing  body,  it  has  been  wseTess 
for  years.  Vfliile  it  had  tbe 
power  to  embarrass  Labour 
govemmmts  and  divert  mas- 
sive amounts  of  leadership 
time  and  energy,  tt  seldom 
stopped  Labour  cabinets 
doing  what  th^  wanted,  aiid 
could  never  force  a ptilicy 
imcm  them.  Its  i^^^eoses 
mostly  came  in  oppositi^ 
notably  in  tbe  eaSy  iseos 
when  its  most  striking 
achievemeDt  was  the  near-de- 
straction  of  the  party.  In  gov- 
emment  or  out  it  gave  toe 
putdlc  a confusing  piriure  of 
what  the  Labour  Pa^  was  aR 
about  To  reduce  its  formal 
poli^  role  is  no  more  than 
realism,  just  as  recmutruct- 
ing  the  naticmal  executive 
committee,  and  redeOning  it 
as  a government  cheer-leader, 
is  an  act  of  democratic  moder- 
nity which  any  leader  in  Mr 
Blair’s  position  needed  to 
undertake.  Tbe  NEC  is  rooted 
in  the  ground  where  history 
turns  into  anaffTimnigm,  and 
for  Mr  Blair  no  particle  of 
Labour  histoiy  is  so  sacred  as 
to  be  immune  from  his 
impatience. 

The  end  of  history,  how- 
ever, means,  incDeasia^,  toe 
end  of  difEbrence.  Just  as  their 
policies  cleave  closer  to  each 
other,  so  do  the  two  main  par- 
ties' ways  of  organising.  Tbe 


homogenisation  Is  not  yrt 
complete.  Ibe  Labour  Party  is 
trying  to  build  a democratic 
base  that  gives  its  membeiB  a 
real  say  over  sdection  of 
their  jiarHanianfary  candi- 
dates, and  a nominal  rde  in 
policy-formatim.  Tbe  Tories 
remain  more  leaderdeferen- 
tial,  thwiigh  there  are  noises 
in  tbe  undergrowth  which 
may  yet  result  in  a modest  in- 
crease in  partietpatory  de- 
mocracy. In  which  case,  the 
parties  will  have  come  round 
toe  circle  to  meet  each  other. 
Each  resemblm  toe  other  in 
becMUing  steadOy  mwe  like  a 
commodity;  packaged  on  toe 
basis  of  market  researrii.  sold 
by  marketing  methods, 
drained  of  dangerous  ideolog- 
ical definitioin,  awd  fireed  from 
alternative  power-centres 
with  the  power  to  nhallawga 
the  leadership. 

Ttois  is  toe  politice  of  toe 
post-socialist  millennium: 
centralist  as  well  as  centrist, 
-preoccupied  with  power  more 
than  conviction.  reOecting  a 
society  itself  devoid  (tf  the 
tribal  identity  that  created 
toe  Inbour  Party  100  years 
ago.  It  is  fftting  to  its  time  and 
place.  It  intends,  worthily,  to 
increase  the  poww  of  the 
wage  party  awd  rtirnmieh  that 
of  fections  wtthln  it  But  its 
further  consequences  need  to 
be  decipbered. 

One,  fairly  obviously,  win 
be  the  distancing,  if  ncit  tbe 


ramov^  of  trade  unions  from 
collective  connection  with 
Labour.  Atthou^  that  inten- 
tion is  of  course  denied,  it's 
bard  to  see  How  any  other 
outcome  makes  sense.  A 
party  so  determined  to  base 
Itself  on  individual  member- 
shto  must,  by  definition,  mar- 
ginalise toe  coUeetives.  A 
party  which  is  oiganlsing  it- 
self so  as  to  eliminate  the  for- 
maL  if  not  the  deliberative, 
power  of  any  other  entity 
than  the  leadership  wiD  even- 
tually prove  to  be  an  unat- 
tractive repository  tor  the 
ftmds  cf  trade  iwiniK  thiit  are 
being  studiously  excluded 
from  anything  like  their  old 
importance.  It  won’t  happen 
immediately.  But  it  toDows 


from  Mr  Blair’s  ambition  to 
create  a party  that  no  longer 
has  any  truck  with  the  old 
divide  between  capital  and 
labour. 

That  outcome  is  surely, 
over  some  span  of  time,  un- 
avoidable. Another  is  more 
contingent  on  events,  but 
could  come  more  swifUy.  For 
the  wflrghaniwg  of  toe  NEC 
into  the  role  of  compllance- 
euforcer  for  a Labour  govern- 
ment doesn’t  mean  that  com- 
pliance will  be  automatic.  We 
reach  toe  caiicial  question:  ir- 
respective of  the  party’s  new 
def^ive  arrangements,  how 
much  public  hostility  wDl 
there  be  to  what  a Blair  gov- 
enunent  does  and  does  not 
do? 


FI 


OR  all  the  lowering 
expectations  toat  Mr 
Blair  has  engaged  in, 
there  remain  many 
people  stubbornly  committed 
to  expecting  sometbiag  of 
him.  &ch  Is  tbe  fete  of  a pro- 
gressiTO  ^emment  after  18 
years  of  Tory  rule.  So  little 
was  ever  expected  of  toe 
Tories  by  environmentalists, 
welfare  lobbyists,  civil  liber- 
tarians, Just-society  mer- 
chants of  every  kind,  that 


E>erek  Foster  says  a Labour  government  would  unleash  a powerful 
new  watchdog  to  make  sure  that  taxpayers’  money  is  well  spent 

It’s  a sleazebuster 


O WORD  in 
recent  history  has 
struck  a chord 
like  deaze.  Sleaze 
is  more  than  a lu- 
rid headline.  It  signifies  toe 
total  collapse  of  public  eonfl- 
denee  in  government  and  an 
its  dealings.  A Labour  govem- 
ment’s  task  win  in  part  be  to 
rebuild  trust  that  aU  public 
money  is  q>ent  rito  al^ute 
probity,  without  this  no  gov- 
emmoit  can  work  eSbetively. 

The  case  for  compFabenslve 
rihanga  is  both  Ulgtelt  aod 
overwhelming.  Watchdog 
reform  has  not  kept  pace  wito 
the  increasing  diversity  in 
the  ddivery  of  govenunent 
programmes.  A recent  study 
1^  tZie  National  Audit  Office 
revealed  that  its  fondamaital 
powers  remain  unchanged 
from  an  era  when  all  govern- 


ment services  were  delivered 
by  “in-house”  govenunent  de- 
partments. Large  pro- 
grammes of  public  spending 
are  now  no  longer  sutdect  to 
effective  external  scrutiny. 
The  Department  of  the  Envi- 
ronment, for  instance,  now 
passes  more  than  £i  bDUon 
public  money  each  year  to  the 
Housing  Corporation,  wbidi 
is  audited  by  a private  firm. 
The  NAO  la  therefore  unahia 
to  provide  assarance  to  toe 
puWc  that  toe  social-housing 
programme  is  ddivoing  good 
value  for  money,  <nr  that  toe 
associations  have  carried  out 
their  business  properly. 

Nothing  lete  than  a radical 
overhaul  of  government  win 
suffice.  In  an  effnt  to  reverse 
this  trezKl,  Labour  wfll  ap- 
point a sleaze  troublesbooter. 
whose  brief  wDl  be  to  police 


the  culture  of  confiision  and 
suspiciem  tirat  currently  sur- 
rounds government  deals. 
The  new  sleazebuster  wUl  be 
toe  head  of  a redefined  NAO, 
reporting  directly  to  Parlia- 
ment, wtth  a pro-active  and 
Inve^lgative  approach. 

The  sleazebv^er  win  break 
radical  new  ground  in  British 
government  by  cmnplement- 
ing  (but  not  repiaring)  the 
excellent  work  carried  out  by 
otiier  watebdoga  such  as  toe 
Public  Accounts  Committee 
anri  toe  Parliamentary  Om- 
budsman, who  are  able  to  act 
only  when  asked  to  intavene. 

In  recognition  of  the  vital 
relationship  between  busi- 
ness and  government.  Labour 
win  give  the  NAO  head,  eur- 
rentiy  Sir  John  Bourn,  the 
power  to  foUw  public  money 
ir  wherever  it  goes.  The  NAO 


Why  we  must  outlaw  these  race  lies 


David  Cesarani  welcomes 

Tony  Blair's  apparent  support  for  moves 

to  criminalise  denial  of  the  Holocaust 


Oi 


jPENZNO  an  exZubi- 
tion  devoted  to  the 
life  and  message  of 
Amie  Frank,  Tony  Blair 
yestertoiy  served  notice  on 
those  who  claim  tiiat  the 
Hotocaost  never  happened 
and  even  that  Anne  Frank’s 
diary  is  a forgery*  ‘^ere  Js 
a strong  ease,”  he  said, 
'*that  denial  of  the  Holo- 
caust should  be  a spedfie 
offence.  We  are.  giving 
active  eonslderatloin  to  how 
this  should  be  achieved.” 
Blair  thereby  appeared  to 
rapport  in  principle  the  Pri- 
vate Memb^s  1^1  to  crimi- 
nalise Hdoeanst  denial,  in- 
trodneed  Into  the  Comnums 
by  Mike  Gapes  MP, 

Ihis  Is  cheering  news  to 
the  Bo^  of  D^uties  of 
IMtisb  Jews  and  others 
who  have  been  calling  for 
such  legliflatioB.  Holocaust 
tioTiiai,  atthnngh  currently 


modest  xntiportkms  In 
this  country,  is  growing  In 
volume.  Since  It  is  nn- 
diedted  by  law  here  — nn- 
like  in  Germany,  Anstiia, 
France,  Belgimn,  Spain  and 
Switzerland  — Britain  has 
become  a centre  for  a global 
trade  in  lies. 

A 1994  Gallup  Poll 
showed  that  60  per  cent  of 
1.025  Intnvieweee  In  Brit- 
ain had  micoantered  mat» 
rial  suggest^  that  the 
gCTfMid*^  gainst  tbe  Jews 
In  1939-45  never  occurred. 
Alarmingly,  70  per  cent^of 
people  with  a university 
had  eaqierienced 
HolocauA  denlaL  Trii  per 
cent  of  17-  to  18-year-olds 
believed  that  it  was  possible 
that  it  didn’t  happen. 

personal  ea^erience 
confirms  these  figmes.  For 
years  I have  idven  talks  on 
the  Holocanst  in  schools 


and  slxth-fbrm  colleges.  In 
an  average  class  there  is 
always  someone  vriio  asks: 
*T)id  it  really  happra?”  But 
would  it  hrip  if  it  was  poss- 
ible to  prosecute  those  who 
seek  to  stop  yonng  people, 
fixture  voters,  from  appxraf- 
ating  the  fill]  horror  of  Na- 
zisni?  Are  non-lq^  strate- 
gies preferable  in  dealing 
Holocaust  denial? 

Inactivity  is  not  an  op- 
tion. Neo-Nazis  have  colon- 
ised the  Znteznet.  It  groans 
with  cmde  and  sophisti- 
cated attempts  to  nnder- 
miae  the  history  of  the 
“Final  Solntion”.  Slick, 
pseudo-academic  pnblica- 
tions  negating  the  Holo- 
caust appear  regularly 
from  fer-rl^t  publishing 
houses.  Leaflets  declaiming 
against  the  “Holohoax”  are 
repeatedly  posted  to  MFs, 
schools  and  university 
teadiexa.  Debating  with  de- 
niers  achieves  aotblnp*. 
Th^  have  no  interest  in 
genoine  intellectual  ex- 
changes. Debates  simply 
give  them  credibility  and 
off^  a platform  for  a vile 


chief  will  not  have  to  wait 
until  he  is  requested  to  inves- 
tigate of  financial  Im- 

propriety: quite  the  opposite. 
By  placing  the  new  position 
directly  into  the  heart  of  the 
process  in  which  government 
manages  toe  public  purse  and 
deals  with  toe  private  sector, 
we  hope  to  reduce  impiFoprj- 
ety  drsunatlcally,  improve  ef- 
ficiency, and  save  the  tax- 
payer miUions. 

Tbe  new  “patron  saint  of 
the  public  purse"  will  be  a 
vital  step  forward  in  reassur- 
ing the  public  business 
that  all  expenditure  fimded 
by  taxpayers  is  being  used 
properly  and  eScientiy.  To 
ensure  that  watchdogs  are 
more  responsive  to  wide- 
spread public  concerns,  the 
NAO  will  be  reinforced  — 
granting  it  unparalleied  ac* 


brand  of  racism.  Holocanst 
museums,  the  Anne  Frank 
exhibition  and  history 
courses  have  a vital  role  to 
play,  but  cannot  succeed 
totiUly.  The  National  Cuz^ 
ricnlum  assigns  little  time 

to  teaching  about  the  Holo- 
caust The  subject  Is  spar- 
ingly tai^bt  at  university 
level  Those  most  prone  to 
“the  big  lie”  are  le^  likely 
to  attend  exfalbitiims. 

By  contrast  leglslatiou 
works.  Tbe  1995  Anti-Semi- 
tism World  Report  pub- 
lished by  the  bi^tate  for 
Jewish  Policy  Research, 
says  that  “laws  against 
Holocaust  denial  in  Euro- 
pean countries  a^ear  to  be 
baring  some  effect*’.  While 
some  cases  have  backfired, 
others  have  been 
succtesfiiL 

IN  1993,  David  Irving  was 
fined  DM30.000  by  toe 
Mi^eh  district  court  for 
violating  German  laws 
against  Holocaust  deulaL 
Bis  egregiouB  bnsiiiees  has 
been  curbed  by  rimiiar  laws 
In  other  countries.  Nor  has 
“caviUsation  as  we  know  it” 
ended  since  tbe  passage  of 
this  leglslatiou.  Free  speech 
is  actzxally  strengtoened. 
Holocaust  denial  is  an 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 

I AM  ENOUGH! 
Let  Go  Of  The 
Little  Things! 


they  seldom  troubled  the 
Thatcher-Maioi*  governments 
rith  any  menacing  convic- 
tion. It  wasn't  worth  their 
while.  However  cynical  these 
people  nay  have  become 
about  a future  Labour  govern- 
ment, toeir  attitude  when  it 
happens  will  not  be  the  same. 
For  if  Labour  cannot  respond 
to  them,  the  end  of  their 
world  really  is  nigh.  Living 
secretly  off  the  hope  that 
there's  an  alternative  to  tbe 
barren  Tory  wastdaod,  they 
will  find  tbe  discovery  of  yet 
more  barrenness  Insup 
portable. 

Neuteilc^  the  conference 
and  tbe  NEC  as  we  know 
t-hpwi  is  only  a partial  answer 
to  fhig  inoming  jfeenonienon. 
If  tbe  political  ambition  of  a 
Labour  government  is  to  be 
extended,  those  are  not  tbe 
only  goa^  available.  Govern- 
ment will  be  a big  test  of  the 
commitment  of  Labour  MFs 
to  anything  other  than 
whipped  submission  to  the 
wfTimanrtB  of  democratic  cen 
tralism.  They  now  become  the 
prime  potential  organ  of  cre- 
ative dissent,  principled  pres- 
sure, toconvenlent  resistance, 
oaii  it  what  you  wilL  It  will  be 
interesting  to  see  .whether 
such  instincts  are  entirely 
dead,  ftwiong  the  only  semi- 
free  agents  stDl  at  large  in  toe 
party  apparatus.  1 do  not  be- 
lieve it  Nor  do  I believe  that 
toe  pressures  of  direct  action 
win  be  withheld  by  disap- 
pointed lobbytets.  I think  they 
are  certain  to  increase. 

The  party,  however,  is 
being  construct^  into  a bas- 
tion against  them.  The  leader 
starts  from  a position  of  hos- 
tility to  sections  of  every 
kind.  Re  seeks  a reliable  uni- 
formity which  tbe  public  can- 
not nUsunderstand:  a party 
run  from  the  centre,  by  the 
centre,  for  toe  centre,  with  a 
growing  mass  of  faithful  sup- 
porters content  to  be  led 
where  he  wants  to  lead  them. 


cess  to  all  private  contracts, 
h)  the  words  of  former  Prime 
Minister  Harold  Wilson, 
'‘public  accountabilit)'  must 
follow  wherever  public 
money  goes”. 

Over  toe  past  three  irears, 
£775  million  of  taxpayers’ 
money  has  already  been 
saved  by  the  NAO.  With  our 
reforms  in  place  the  savings 
to  toe  taxpayer  could  be 
double  that  sum  — the  equiv- 
alent of  55  new  schools.  10 
new  prisons,  8 new  hospitals 
or  13  new  Britannias. 

Labour  will  act  to  end  the 
confusion  and  suspicion  that 
has  clouded  recent  sell-offe. 
The  era  of  the  cosy  relation- 
ship between  government  and 
donating  companies  will 
come  to  an  immediate  end. 
replaced  by  an  environment 
of  rigorous  probity  and  finan- 
cial transparency. 


N principle,  aU  impo^ 
tant  national  public 
bodies  could  be  audited 
by  Che  NAO  chief  Under 
Labour  alL  arms  of  cen- 
tral government  will  be  sub- 
ject to  rigorous  and  consis- 
tent scrutiny  on  behalf  of  the 
public.  The  £60  billion  quango 
industry  will  become  subject 
to  NAO  scrutiny.  In  future  all 
public  appointments  will  be 
publicly  advertised,  and  a 
comprehensive  Ust  of  aU 
quango  members  compiled 
and  placed  on  the  Internet  for 
ease  of  public  access. 

The  widest  ran^  of  back- 
grounds should  be  encour- 
aged. and  tbe  greatest  care 
taken  to  ensure  toat  more 
women,  ethnic  minorities  and 
disabled  candidates  are 
sought  Equal  opportunities 
will  be  coupled  with  transpar- 
ency, as  poUtical  affiliations 
and  offices  held  over  toe  last 
five  years  are  made  public, 
together  with  any  political  do- 
nations over  £5,000. 

Each  of  these  proposals  will 
strengthen  effective  partner- 
ships between  government 
and  business,  which  has  regu- 
larly held  its  hands  up  in 
horror  at  the  confusion  and 
lack  of  accountability,  blight- 
ing recent  seU-c^.  Labour 
cannot  afibrd  to  stand  idly  by 
and  see  taxpayers  robbed 
time  and  time  again.  Tbe 
challenge  to  restore  public 
confidence  in  public  services 
is  vast,  even  daunting.  But  it 
cannot  be  Ignored. 


The  Rt  Hon  Oerek  Foster  is 
Shadow  Chancellor  ol  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster 


attack  on  truth  and  democ- 
racy. Its  purveyors  seek  to 
rehabilitate  Nazism,  a 
movement  not  noted  for  its 
appreciation  of  eiril  liber- 
ties. It  is  a heinous  form  of 
racism  which  maintains 
that  the  Jews  are  engaged 
in  a vast  conspiracy  to  de- 
ceive tbe  world  in  order  to 
extract  sympathy  and 
money  from  guilt-ridden 

conntries.  There  is  no  abso- 
lute freedom  of  speech.  If 
we  protect  children  against 
violence  on  TV,  control  por- 
nography and  outlaw  racist 
acts,  why  should  Holocaust 
survivors  be  left  to  the 
mercy  of  bate-mongers? 

As  an  academic  1 cannot 
pretend  to  be  comfortable 
with  such  legislation.  How- 
ever. its  purpose  is  not  to 
prescribe  the  truth,  but  to 
penalise  its  falsiflcation. 
Legislation  is  a necessary 
demonstration  that  society 
abhors  such  wickedness 
and  a warning  against 
efforts  to  subvert  the  awfiil 
truth  that  bars  any  return 
to  an  evil  past 


David  Cesarani  Is  professor  of 
modem  Jewish  history  at 
Southampton  University  and 
director  of  the  Wiener  Library, 
London 


Francine  Stock 


CLI\t:.  you'vi?  been  niy 
agent  for  20  years.  Tm 
sorry  you're  reluctant 
to  take  on  the  metaphysical 
thriller.  Clearly  you  dcvi'i 
think  Renaissance  Lucca  is 
what  a publisher  needs  right 
now. 

But  1 do  see  what  you  mean 
about  self-help  books.  There 
they  are  — rows  of  them, 
screaming  with  gold  and  sil- 
ver and  slanted  red  type, 
stretched  out  across  acres  of 
Waterstones  and  Dillons, 
twirly  bookstands  full  of  them 
clogging  tbe  doorwavs  of 
health-food  shops.  Maybe  1 
should  give  it  a go.  after  all. 

First  off.  I'd  need  the  title  — 
and  I woo'r  make  it  suappy. 
Prima  assoliua  amongst  the 
psychology  scribes  is  clearly 
Susan  Jeffers.  Her  Fivl  T/ie 
Fear  Ai2d  Do  It  Anyu'ay,  pub- 
lished six  years  ago.  is  still  at 
number  four  in  the  psychol- 
ogy leasue  table  compiled  by 
tbe  sales-data  monitors,  Book- 
track.  It’s  just  beaten  this 
week  by  its  sequel  End  The 
Strugg^  And  Dance  li'irh  Life. 
But  the  big  one  bas  to  be  the 
gender  gazetteer  Men  Arc 
F^m  Mars.  Women  .4rr  From 
Venus  by  the  other  John  Gray 
(not  sadly,  the  Guardian-con- 
tributing politics  don).  That 
sold  31,000  copies  in  the  final 
weeks  of  last  year. 

So  Don't  Get  Dou'n.  Get  On 
Up  could  be  in  there  with 
them.  I've  looked  carefully  at 
tbe  style  and  structure.  Type- 
face is  very  important.  Imag- 
ine an  eight-year-old  let  loose 
on  all  tbe  fonts  Windows  95 
can  offer.  Size  does  matter, 
too.  Go  upper  case,  go  bold,  go 
30-point  Helvetica  to  bang 
home  the  most  banal  mes- 
sage. / AM  ENOUGH!  La  Go 
Of  The  Little  Things!  Never 
let  a chapter  go  more  than  a 
page  or  so  without  subhead- 
ings. Balance  probletna  (“No- 
body loves  me’'j  with  solu- 
tions ("1  experience  love 
wherever  I go")  and  put  them 
in  columns. 

Content  is  more  tricky.  The 
authors  spend  many  of  their 
copious  exclamation  marks 
apologising  for  the  lack  of  IL 
“Yes,  it  is  that  simple!” 
“That's  all  there  is  to  It!" 
Broadly  the  fomula  fe  this: 
admit  just  what  a mess  you 
are  In.  then  suspend  judg- 
ment on  yourself  and  others. 
Love  yourself  a lot  (verbally, 
that  is)  and  be  congratulated 
for  having  done  so  well  with 
such  a shitty  deal  Ideally,  all 
should  come  with  its  own 
idiosyncratic  vocabulary. 
Men . . . Venus  is  particularly 
graphic  — men  get  trapped  in 
caves;  they’re  like  rubber 
bands.  Women  are  like  waves: 
they  fall  into  wells.  After  Iron 
.John,  mytholc^'  made  a big 
re-entry  to  the  way  we  talk 
about  ourselves. 

Long  gone  are  the  days  of 
John  Cleese  and  Robin  Skyn- 
ner  jokOy  dipping  our  toes 
into  toe  scary  waters  of  feni- 
ily  dynamics  and  therapy.  D- 
lustrated  with  little  cartoons. 
Remember  Families  And  How 
To  Survioe  Them?  That  looks 
a model  of  subtlety  now.  Brit- 
ain has  bought  wholesale  into 
"there  for  you'’-speak  — 
which  is  great,  when  there's 
something  to  say. 

One  of  the  longest-running  : 


successes  is  Louise  Hay, 
whose  How  to  Heal  Your  Life 
has  been  on  the  bestseller 
lists  since  the  eariy  805.  Site 
believes  “we  create  every  so- 
called  'illness'  in  our  body". 
Like  her.  I’ve  had  cancer  — a 
regular  qualification  for  writ- 
ing one  of  these  books.  Tbe 
description  of  the  illness,  in- 
cidentally, never  comes  too 
Close  to  toe  beginning  to  be 
off-putting,  but  early  enough 
to  establish  intimacy.  But  un- 
like her.  ] don't  believe  that 
the  cancer  was  caused  e.xdU' 
sively  b>'  deep  resentment. 

I'm  all  for  the  search  for 
some  other  pattern,  some 
other  validation  in  this  post- 
organised  religion  world.  But 
there's  a new  orthodoxy 
grouN'ng,  and  1 don't  buy  it.  In 
order  to  put  forward  the  the- 
sis that  you  can  cure  yourself, 
you  have  to  believe  you  got 
yourself  into  the  mess  in  the 
first  place.  It's  a theory  of 
such  blinkered  egotism  that 
at  its  worst  promotes  a kind 
uf  mind  and  body  Vber- 
mensch.  This  is  just  tbe  kind 
of  an'ogance  for  which  con- 
ventional medicine  is  regu- 
larly criticised.  Recognise 
your  pain  or  you  die. 

What  kind  of  help  is  this? 
Now  1 have  resentments:  if 
3'ou  give  me  an  hour  or  so  I'U 
tell  you  about  them.  But  so 
have  you.  Bad  karma  alone 
did  not  get  me  and  millions  of 
others  into  cancer  wards.  1 
will  not  be  made  to  feel  guilty 
for  my  illness.  1 think,  on 
reflection,  that  very  attitude 
could  be  a problem  for  a 
successful  selT-belp  author. 

.Admittedly,  only  the  ex- 
tremists take  that  approach. 


Like  her,  IVe 
had  cancer — a 
regular 
qualification 
for  writing  one  of 
these  books 


Most  of  these  books  onwards 
from  Norman  Vincent  Peale's 
Power  Of  Positive  Thinking 
have  one.  simple,  common- 
sense  observation  — what 
your  aunt  might  (ell  you  over 
a dram  — spun  into  a vacuous 
candy-flossk  Men  don’t  Uke 
being  na^ed.  women  melt 
down  when  they  can't  express 
anger,  tbe  mind  Influences  the 
body's  well-being  or  — my 
favourite  — nothing  ventured 
DOthu^  gained.  This  kind  of 
book  illustrates  wbat  Ernest 
Gellner  observed,  with  a nod 
to  Sartre,  is  our  new  terror  — 
other  peo^e.  Religion  fades, 
natural  disasters  no  longer 
terrify.  “We  are  now  almie 
with  each  other."  Perhaps  the 
unique  selling  point  of  these 
titles  is  that  you're  not  alone 
in  being  alone. 

Tbe  possibilities  are  end- 
less. Those  glossy  feminist 
volumes  like  TheB&ui^'Myth 
or  Fire  With  Fire  don’t  seem 
to  hit  the  spot  any  more. 
What's  in  vogue  is  something 
vague  enough  to  be  universal 

— and  definitely  not  political 

— which  addresses  anxiety 
and  fear  of  failure.  So  Fve  put 
on  the  Kula  Shaker  and  I'm 
drafting  proposals  for  The 
Alien  Across  The  Breakfast 
Table  — How  To  Crystallise 
Better  Loving.  Or  how  about 
updating  Dante  — a man  goes 
on  a jungle  journey  and  finds 
nine  spiritual  insights  into 
living?  We  could  call  it  C^es- 
tine  Prophecy:  An  Experiential 
Guide.  Then  again,  somebody 
already  did.  And  made 
millions. 
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Bn  NLaN^'  ways  Geoffrey 
Rippon.  w'bo  has  died 
aged  72.  pursued  a 
highly  successful  politi- 
cal career.  He  had  early 
and  formidable  experience  in 
local  sovernraent.  not  the 
strongest  Tory  political  suit, 
and  subsequently  showed  a 
mastery  of  foreign  affairs.  All 
these  "achievements  were 
gained  well  before  he  was  30 
and  he  seemed  destined  to  go 
to  the  top  orConser\-ative  poli- 
tics. It  was  not  to  be:  m the 
mid  lSTOs  he  drifted  from  the 
new-siyle  Toryism  and  its 
leader  Margaret  Thatcher. 

The  high  noon  of  his  politi- 
cal career  came  in  1970  when 
he  was  put  iri  charge  of  Brit- 
ish negotiations  to  secure 
membership  of  the  European 
Economic  Community.  After 
the  election  victory  of  1970 
Edward  Heath  had  entrusted 
this  task  to  Anthony  Barber 
but  within  weeks  be  had 
moved  to  the  Treasury 
following  Iain  Macleod's 
tragic  and  earl>'  death.  Rippon 
proved  an  effective  successor 
to  Barber  and  the  European 
task.  He  had  a close  rapport 
with  his  Prime  Minister,  both 
being  manaygeriai  politicians. 
and  he  had  enviable  phv’sical 
stamina  which  matched  the 
demands  of  Brussels.  The 
eventual  agreement  with  the 
European  Community  and 
Heath’s  good  relations  with 
Pompidou  have  persuaded 
some  that  success  was  pre- 
ordained. This  would  be  a 
superficial  view. 

The  problems  of  the  United 
Kingdom  budget  contribution. 
Commonwealth  sugar.  New 
Zealand  butter,  and  British 
farming  required  painstaking 
discussion.  Rippon  bad  the 
requisite  intellectual  and 
physical  qualities:  but  he  was 
often  sbort-tempeFed  and  ver- 
bose with  his  Westminster 
critics.  Ruffled  Westminst^ 
feathers  were  soon  smoothed 
by  success:  and  the  conclusion 
of  the  n^tiations  saw  Rip- 
pon confirmed  as  a major  Gg- 
ure  in  the  Heath  Cabinet.  He 
was  widely  Upped  as  a future 
Foreign  Secretary:  but  this 
was  not  to  be. 


Geoffrey  Rippon 
was  bom  in  Som- 
erset where  bis 
father  was  a tax 
collector,  and 
more  exotlcally.  a Somerset 
County  cricketer.  Despite  his 
political  roots  elsewhere,  be 


maintained  an  affection  for 
the  county  to  which  he  even- 
tually returned.  Education  at 
Kings  College.  Taunton,  was 
followed  by  a d^ee  taken  in 
wartime  Oxford  at  Brasenose 
College.  He  then  showed  his 
future  political  skills  b>'  be- 
coming secretary  and  librar- 
ian of  the  Oxford  Union  and 
also  president  of  the  Oxford 
University  Conservative 
Association.  His  poor  eyesl^t 
prevented  military  sertdee. 

At  the  age  of  21  Rippon  was 
elected  to  Surbiton  borough 
counciL  He  served  for  nine 
years  and  was  mayor  in  1351- 
52.  This  experience  in  local 
government  provided  the 
springboard  for  membership 
of  the  London  County  Couneff 
from  1952  to  1961  including 


Job  done  , . . Rippon  as 
captured  by  Les  Gibbard  on 
the  eve  of  Britain’s  entry 
into  the  EEC 

leadership  of  its  Conserva- 
tives from  19S7  to  1959.  At  the 
same  time  he  expanded  his 
legal  and  business  skills, 
studying  at  the  Middle  Temple 
and  eventually  taking  silk. 

With  formidable  experience 
at  the  Bar  and  in  the  councG 
chamber  Rippon  arrived  at 
Westminster  in  19SS  as  mem- 
ber for  Norwirii  South.  Char- 
acteristically his  maiden 
speech  was  devoted  to  the  Rat- 
ing and  ValuatloD  Miscella- 
neous Provisions  BUL  His 
ministerial  career  started 
shortly  thereafter  with  his  ap' 
polotmeat  as  parliamentaxy 
private  secretary  to  the  Mitds- 
tiy  of  Housing  and  Local  Gov- 
emmenL  A similar  spell  fol- 


lowed at  Defonce.  After  the 
1959  general  election  he  be- 
came a Junior  minister  at  the 
Department  of  Aviation  before 
returning  to  Housing  and 
Local  Govemmoit  as  joint 
parliamentaiy  secretary. 

At  this  point  Rippon's 
career  was  very  much  influ- 
eoced  by  Duncan  Sandys.  The 
latter  was  a major  Ggure  in 
Macmillan's  Cabinet  and  his 
interests  covered  the  general 
areas  of  both  bousing  and  also 
defence  and  foreign  policy. 
Rippon  aspired  to  a wider 
scene  than  municipal  politics 
and  he  responded  to  Duncan 
Sandys's  interest 

By  the  early  196Qs  a more 
established  Rippon  was  mark- 
ing out  his  position  in  Conser- 
vative politics.  He  supported  a 
powerful  role  for  government 
in  the  modem  economy,  and 
believed  Britain  had  to  redi- 
rect her  energies  towards 
Europe  and  in  partnership 
with  France  and  Germany.  He 
was  not  an  enthusiast  for  a 
federal  Europe,  but  avowedly 
believed  in  a partnership 
states  within  a Gaullist- 
style  national  interest  could 
be  pursued.  He  also  looked 
upon  Europe  as  - a counter- 
poise to  the  United  States  and 
a natural  Briti^  partner  for 
technol<%ical  c&operatiQiL 

In  1965  Rippon  joined  the 
Monday  Club.  His  member- 
ship seemed  odd  ^ven  that 
organisation's  preoccupaOm 
with  African  afihirs,  and  its 
reputation  for  being  ri^t- 
wing.  Rippon's  self  description 
as  a Tory  radical  was  more 
accurate  though  he  would 
have  to  share  it  with  Thateher- 
ites  wliose  judgment  and  com- 
petence he  qaestioned. 

These  views  became  clearer 
as  Rippon's  career  advanced. 
In  1962  be  joined  the  Cabinet 
after  Macmillan's  notorious 
“idgbt  of  the  long  knives" 
which  saw  the  di^tch  of 
many  senior  Tories  inrfudmg 
Selwyn  Lloyd.  Though  Rippon 
bad  a relatively  modest  post, 
namely  Minister  for  Public 
Building  and  Wark&  he  repre- 
sented the  younger  elenent  oC 
die  party  thou^t  to  be  vital  to 
the  recovery  ^ Conservative 
fortunes  after  more  than  a 
decade  in  office.  His  parlia- 
mentary style  was  competent 
thou^  brusque  and  as  with 
many  other  rising  politicians 
he  inspired  reject  rather 
than  affection.  His  career  was 
checked  by  the  1964  general 
election  when  be  lost  both 
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Geoffirey  Rippon , . . the  conclngion  of  p^pHatinns  nwr  Bnrope  confirmed  him  as  a maiorfifiMre  in  the  Heath  Cabiiiet 


office  and  his  Norwich  Sotffb 
seat  The  rebuff  was  happily 
short-lived  as  Rupert  Speir. 
the  retiring  ConservaUve  MP 
for  Hexham,  exhorted  the  vir- 
tues of  Rit^n  to  his  erstwhile 
constituents  and  helped  pro- 
vide him  with  a safe  berth  for 
the  remainder  of  his  Westmin- 
ster career. 

Oiqxisition  suited  Rippon's 
political  st^e.  In  particular  he 
fltted  well  into  a party  led  by 


Edward  Heath  which  com- 
bined dedication  to  govem- 
ment  efficiency  along  with 
policies  of  domestic  reform 
that  were  pursued  with  parti- 
san sharpness.  Rippon  was 
iafotmed  with  a p^hant 
for  calculated  aggressiozL  On 
one  occasion  he  threw  parlia- 
mentary  prqiers  across  the  dis- 
patch box  in  simulated  rage, 
but  the  real  Rippon  was  a 
serious  and  measured  politi- 
cian with  a growing  instinct 
for  a Heath-style  Toryism. 

His  initial  shadow  cabinet 
role  In  1966  was.  almost  pre- 


dictahly,  housing  and  local 
government  In  1968  he  be- 
came shadow  defence  spokes- 
man. This  was  occasioned  by 
the  sacking  of  Enoch  PoweD 
after  his  Blrmingh^  speech 
on  ImmigratiQa.  Rippon,  de- 
his  somewhat  hoprobe- 
tsie  Monday  Club  linlm  ro- 
bustly contested  Powell's 
economic  and  immigration 
views.  There  was  also  a tem- 
peramental incompatibility 


between  them.  Heath  must 
have  found  Rippon  a conge- 
nial shadow  cabinet  colleague, 
and  the  latter  conducted  a 
muted  but  realistic  oppositioa 
to  Denis  Healey’s  curtailment 
of  Britain's  commitments  East 
Suez  dozing  the  rest  of  the 
I^liament 

The  197D  general  Section 
returned  Heath  to  Downing 
Street  and  Rippon  to  the  Min- 
istry of  Technology.  To  the 
puhUc  Jt  was  a somewhatladT- 
lustre  appointment  after  ser- 
vice as  shadow  defence,  but 
there  was  no  chance  to  test  Its 


the  deaffi  of  Mac- 
leod  only  weeks  after  the  elec- 
tioD  resulted  in  Rippem  being 
Tnartfr  Chancellor  of  the  Dudiy 
of  Lancaster  and  being  des- 
patched to  Brussels  for  the 
negotiating  marathon  that 
confirmed  British  member- 
ship of  the  EEC. 

There  remained  thereafter 
an  imposing  but  short-lived 
ministerial  career  followed  by 
a lengthy  period  of  import 
disillusion  with  Thatcherism. 
After  the  coodusion  of  the 
European  negotiations  Rippon 
was  made  Secretary  of  State 
for  Enviztmment.  including 
transport  He  was  a natural 
for  tMg  rnammnJrh  ministerial 
tasir  .-ind  inherited  the  new 
ministry  with  a personal  en- 
thusiasm for  sizeable  public 
sector  ptoje^  such  as  Con- 
corde, Maplin  airport,  and  the 
frhan^  TnnneL  However  he 
was  soon  deprived  of  oCQce  — 
as  it  turned  out  for  all  Hme  — 
by  becoming  a mqjor  victim  of 
Heath’s  decision  to  call  a gen- 
eral election  in  February  197-1 
in  the  vain  ho^  of  securing 
public  support  in  his  contest 
with  the  miners. 

Heafii  remained  Tory  leader 
for  a modest  period  until  his 
further  Section  defeat  in  Octo- 
ber 1974  and  leidacanent  as 
leader  ^ Matgaret  Thatcher 


four  months  later.  During  this 
brief  period  Rippwi  became 
Shadow  foreign  spokesman. 
His  fUU  potential  could  not  be 
revealed,  but  ft  is  likely  that 
he  would  have  attempted  this 
task  with  zeal  and  have 
relished  the  challenge  of 
building  Britain’s  European 
relationships  upon  GauiUst 
principles. 

SUCH  a career  never 
materialised.  Upon 
Iteath's  defeat  he 
opted  to  remain  on 
the  bade  benches. 
There  is  no  doubt  he  har- 
boured doubts  about  the  views 
and  comp^nce  of  Thatcher, 
yet  he  was  not  intransigent  in 
his  doubts.  In  1977  he  aceiq>ted 
her  invitation  to  lead  the  Con- 
servative delegation  to  the 
European  Parliament,  then 
compo^  of  nominated  West- 
minster MPs.  TO  an  extent  he 
was  continuing  the  tradition 
of  his  membership  of  the 
Counefi  of  Europe. 

In  the  event  there  was  no 
reconciliation  between  Rip- 
pon and  his  leader.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  break  cover 
after  the  1979  gteietal  deetton 
victory  and  to  berate  the  eco- 
nomic shortobinings  of  the 
new  regime.  He  developed  a 
lively  and  coherent  case 


against  the  monetarist  belids 
or  Geoffir8>’  Howe,  arguing  for 
a more  relaxed  fiscal  policy, 
lower  interest  rates,  and  a 
greater  rapport  between 
Whitehall  local  govezn- 
raent  He  described  himsdias 
“a  Cuiservative  of  tlw  Mac- 
miiian  school".  His  Sharp 
tongue  earned  him  media  cov- 
erage. but  he  never  became  a 
rallying  point  for  Tory  discon- 
tent and  it  is  questionable 
whether  he  had  an  ambltloci 
beyond  recording  his  own  un- 
ease. A career  that  could  have 
been  so  much  ended  in  low^ 
key,  albeit  persistent,  warning 
to  his  colleagues. 

Rippon  retired  from  the 
Commons  at  the  June  1987 
d^on  and  went  to  the  Lords 
where  he  idayed  a modest  but 
appreciated  role.  Tbrou^ut 
his  life,  when  not  in  office,  he 
was  an  accomplished  lawyer 
and  businessman. 

His  wife  Ann  Leyland  pro- 
vided him  with  an  excellent 
and  supportive  married  life. 
They  had  one  son  and  three 
dau^ters. 


JohnBIffMi 


Aubmy  Geoffrey  Frederick  Rip- 
pon. Lord  Rippon  ot  Hexham, 
politician,  bom  May  26,  1924; 
died  January  28. 1997 


Rippon  had  a penchant  for  calculated 
aggression.  Once  he  threw  parliamentary 
papers  across  the  dispatch  box 


Pietro  Cavallero 


From  bloody  crime  to  charity 


R.ARELY  can  the 
ca{»city  for  good  and 
e^11  have  co-existed 
in  such  ample  mea- 
sure within  a single  human 
frame  as  It  did  within  that  of 
Pietro  Cavallero,  who  has 
died  aged  68  of  emphysema. 
One  of  Italy’s  most  fear^  and 
pitiless  crimiaals,  be  was  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  respon- 
sible for  the  deatte  of  five 
people  and  the  wounding  of  27 
others.  His  career  was  so 
spectacularly  violeot  — so 
sensationally  reckless  — that 
it  inspired  a film.  Yet  In  the 
later  years  of  his  life  he 
underwent  a complete  reha- 
bilitation and  ended  it  work- 
ing for  a charity  in  one  of  the 
most  deprived  areas  of  his 
native  Tiuln. 

A carpenter's  son.  ^etro 
Cavallero  grew  up  in  a work- 
ing class  district  of  the  city. 
He  never  had  the  excuse  of 
iterance  or  stupidity  — he 
did  sufficiently  well  in  his 
studies  to  qualify  as  a 
research  chemisL  As  a young 
man.  he  was  for  a while 
active  in  his  local  Communist 
Party  branch.  But  his  tem- 
perament was  too  anarpJlir 
and  he  drifted  away. 

After  he  married,  he  got  a 


job  as  a tram  conductor.  But 
he  left  it  a few  months  later 
and  began  to  haunt  the  low- 
life bars  of  Turin's  poorer 
suburbs.  It  was  there  that  he 
feU  in  with  one  Sante  Ndtar- 
nicola.  whom  he  bad  known 
in  the  Communist  Fazty,  and 
a petty  thief,  Adriano  Rovo- 
letto.  Together,  they  decided 
to  go  into  the  business  of 
armed  robbery.  Cavallero,  a 
man  of  immensely  strong 
character,  was  the  gang's  un- 
disputed leader.  Notamicbla 
became  hi*  right-hand  man; 
Rovoletto  the  getaway  driver. 
Two  others  joined  them  later. 

Over  tbe  four  years  from 
1963  to  1967,  Cavallero  and  his 
band  were  the  terror  of  a 
broad  swathe  of  northern 
Italy.  Like  all  the  most  famed 
crinunals.  their  lawbreaking 
caught  the  mood  of  a moment 
in  the  evolution  of  a society. 

It  was  the  19G0s.  Italy,  and 
Europe,  were  booming.  Hem- 
lines were  rising.  Taboos 
were  being  ctaaDenged.  And  a 
gang  of  robbers  were  shooting 
and  looting  their  way  across 
industrialised  northern  It^y 
as  if  it  were  the  Wild  West  In 
November  1965,  they  robbed 
three  banks  in  MUan  in  utde 
over  an  hour.  In  January 


1967.  they  claimed  their  first 
victim,  an  elderly  doctor. 

Cavallero  became  dubbed 
La  BeJm  (the  wild  beast).  "At 
the  outset,  ozie  hopes  never  to 
have  to  use  vtaience,"  he  later 
said.  thinks:  TU  never 
get  to  kllL'  But  then,  so  as  not 
to  get  cau^t,  one  will  do 
anything." 

His  gang  was  nothing  if  not 
initevative.  Members  tallted 
to  each  other  during  rob- 

TTie  evil  things 
I have  done  come 
back  to  me, 
each  time  worse 
than  before* 

beries  in  Fzench  and  Gensan, 
and  for  a long  time  the  police 
thooght  they  were  dealing 
with  criminals  who  had  ar- 
rived from  Hamburg  or  Mar- 
seilles. They  also  baffled  their 
pursuers  by  making  getaways 
towards  the  centre  of  whiifo- 
ever  ci^  they  were  in,  rather 
than  fieelQg  to  tbe  outsklns 
or  the  countryside  as 


been  customary.  Their  bloodi- 
est crime  was  committed  in 
MUan  on  September  25,  1967. 
A triler  set  off  the  alarm  of 
tbe  bank  they  were  robbing, 
tbe  police  closed  in,  and  the 
gang  pwappd  by  firing  indis- 
criminately. Four  passers-by 
were  kUled  and  another  19 
were  injured.  One  of  Caval- 
lero’s  men  was  wounded. 

The  shootout  with  the 
police  and  tbe  chase  which 
followed  provided  the  dimac- 
tic  scene  for  Carlo  Lizzani’s 
movie,  Banditti  a Milano. 
But  by  tbe  time  it  was 
released,  Cavallero  himself 
was  behind  bars  having  been 
caught  hiding  in  a derelict 
raUwayman’s  cottage  ei^t 
days  after  his  gang’s  most 
notorious  exploit  At  his  trial, 
he  attempted  to  give  bis 
crimes  a Marxist  patina  much 
in  keeping  with  tbe  spirit  of 
tbe  times  and  greeted  his  life 
sentence  by  raising  a 
cteDched  fist  and  bellowing 
out  the  Internationale. 

Confined  to  a prison  on  the 
island  of  Elba.  Cavallero  grad- 
uaDy  fell  under  the  influence 
of  a prison  chaplain,  Don  Gio- 
vanni. He  took  up  wrftizigand 
paintings  and  began  to 
about  his  violent  career. 


"Tbe  senseless  things  i 
have  said  and  done,"  he  once 
exclaimed  to  an  interviewer. 
‘"They  are  nl^tmares  that 
have  never  me.  Now  1 
want  to  put  myaeZf  at  (he 
disposal  of  those  who  are  suf- 
fering, so  as  not  to  lose  hope." 

Cavallero  was  eventually 
released  after  serving  25 
years  in  prison  and  returned 
to  work  in  Torin  for  an 
organisation  that  looks  after 
ex-convicts,  illegal  Immi- 
grants, drug  and  Aids 

victims. 

He  ciUlaborated  with  its 
founder  in  writing  a book, 
proceeds  from  which  were 
given  to  children  living  on 
tbe  streets  in  Brasil  and  suf- 
fering from  tbe  embargo  on 
Iraq.  Just  seven  days  before 
he  died,  be  wrote  to  his  ced- 
laborator  from  hospital:  "Tbe 
evU  things  1 have  done  come 
back  to  me,  each  time  worse 
than  before.  I ain  soaring  a 
lot  But  I am  glad  to  suffer, 
because  1 expiate,  my  feith 
grows  stronger  and  my 
strength  grows." 


John  Hoopoe 


Pietro  Cavallero,  bandit,  bom 
1928;  died  January  28. 1997 


Birthdays 

John  Bird,  editor-in-chief,  tbe 
Big  Issue.  51:  Sir  Fred  Catb- 
erwood,  economist.  72;  Phil 
CoUina.  rock  singer.  46; 
Christina  FOyle.  bookseller, 
8^  Gene  Hackman,  actor.  65; 
Patrick  Heron,  painter,  77; 
John  Profumo.  president 
Toynbee  Hall,  82;  Vanessa 
Redgrave,  actress,  60:  Boris 
Spassky,  chessmaster.  59. 


Death  Notices 

BKwncK,  Bettf  Maa.  pwnieny  ti  n 

Mlnlixy  O Oilmen  DeveiopmenL  DM 
eodderuv  w Kingetm  Hespiial  on  SStti  Jen- 
uary  ‘MT.  Mineral  et  Kfn^un  Cmmefc*- 
rlum  12il0  noon.  Tueedar  Februery  Jch. 
DeneUone  H eeelred  to  Beniardoe  and  tim 
MecmDlen  Nwsas.  or  llowere  to  Com 
Funerel  Service*.  10  SL  Jamee'  Ro. 
SurWlon. 


AHiM  (Antony  Fianeisl  Cell  eolred 
peecetulty  on  a/ifSr . FwiIto  at  Wasi  SuF 
Me  CreniBlorlMii.  RIaby.  naar  Bcin  SI 
EOmtincle,  TtMirMey  Jamiarii  JOni  at 
gjnem.  Mamortel  mmino  to  be  orrenged 


Memorial  Services 


RBS,  Motaaeor  Tbn  ap.  A Memorial  Ser* 
vtee  la  to  be  held  ei  ZSQpm  on  Saturday, 
issi  Fabruew  m Greol  SL  Mery's  Cbuich. 
rtcfcie.  Fi  ‘ 


Ceiittrtcige.  PoBowIno  bia  eervica  relreah- 
ntems  MU  bo  served  In  the  inner  LUwaiy  In 
tna  CoehoieH  BuDdiiw.  GenvHle  sM  Calue 
College.  The  Tom  Mlteee  Memorial  Fund 
naa  eoM  eaiabiMied  to  iiM  studom 
sludylna  T' 
varaRy.  C 


no  PIM  Selenna  hi  CMnbrtM  uni- 
_ ;.  Centrlbudane,  peyebie  to  The  Tom 
ep  Rbm  Uemoftel  Fund  uioulO  be  oant  W 
JotM  Oeena.  GocMIle  and  Colus  Coilego. 
Cwnteldga  CBU  iTik. 


■To  ptoea  your  MieuneemeM  taiaohoM 
0171  713  4UT  or  lax  0l7i  7iS  stSO  bahMen 
0am  and  3pm  Maii.FrL 


Booze  bust 


A HIGH  Court  ofShenriong  in 

Ch  in:t  has  issued  a notice  "de- 
m.indmg  judges  and  other 
porjwnnul  abstain  from 
lirinkinu  during  working 
iKiurs".  The  declaration  spe- 
cificnlly  indicates  thatbooz- 
inc;  is  strictiy  banned: 

1.  Durini;  working  hours  and 
nt  lunch  on  working  days: 

2.  ^I’henhatidlingcase&or 
during  execution  of  official 
duties  (Which,  one presumes, 
could  uivolvc  actual 
evec(i(iuns); 

3.  WTien  your  drinking  part- 
ners are  people  invulvedwith 
a lawsuit,  or  are  their  agents, 
defenders  or  relatives. 

•I.  While  carrying  a gun. 


Ever>-one  who  finished  the 
holf-niarathon  in  Hong  Kong 
recently  was  hand^  a packet 
of  G Inseng  Blood  Enrichment 
Pills.  They  had  a warning  on 
the  back:  “Injection  of  radish 
must  be  avoid^  for  tiie  dur- 
ation of  the  aiiniinistnition." 

An  adi’ertisement  placed 
by  a Nathan  Road  company: 
"Part  models  required.  Sex. 
experience  and  nationality 
not  essential." 

Wfiat  was  it  tike  b^re  the 
ndgs  were  issued?  News  of  the 
weird  from  Hong  Kong  in  the 
South  China  Morning  Post. 

Superjox 

HAND  in  hand  with  the  rise  of 
the  superclub  comes  tbe  cult  of 
thesupeijoi^  US  house  leg- 
ends like  Jeff  Jackson  and  Der- 
rick Derek  and  UK  superstars 
like  Frankie  Martini  can  com- 
mand some  of  the  highest  in- 
comes in  the  entertainmeid  in- 
dustry. "Some  of  tbe  demands 
the  DJs  make  are  ridiculous." 
says  Ron  Idiot,  proprietor  (rf* 
Nobbies  Discotheque  in  Ips- 
wich. “But  ifyou  want  three 
hours  of  bog-standard  cheese- 
hig  house  then  you  have  to  pay 
for  it."  Rod  Idiot  paid£35j)00 


for  Derrick  Derek  to  appear  on 
his  Saturday  night  bill  “He’s 
worth  every  penny."  says  Ron. 
“Of  course,  he  did  demand  that 
he  Qew  on  Concorde,  which 
meant  re-routing  tbe  entire 
British  Airvrays  schedule  for  a 
week  so  that  they  Qew  direct 
from  New  York  to  Ipswich,  but 
what  the  helL  Genius  deserves 
reward.” 

“It’s  not  a lot  of  money, 
man"  says  Derrick  Derek 
looking  out  of  the  window  of 
his  Manhattan  penthouse 
suite.  “1  know  poverty,  maw  I 
was  born  on  tbe  street  The 

street  was  my  mother,  my 
father,  it  was  my  school,  my 
correctional  facility’,  my  uni- 
versity and  my  National  Insur- 
ance scheme.  But  man,  I know 
people  who  live  on  the  street 
People  like  my  fether.  Derrick 
Senior.  He  lives  in  abject  pov'- 
erty  In  a bread  box  on  a street 
in  the  Bronx.  It's  a cryii^ 

shame  be  Can't  DJ  man." 

Other  DJs  are  more  ambi- 
tious. Frankie  Martini.  Brit- 
ain's premier  disco  jockey,  de- 
mands to  be  transported  by 
hand-drawn  rickshaw  from 
his  Surrey  mansion  for  everv 

gig. 

Frankie  is  able  to  charge 


such  high  appearance  fees  be- 
cause he  has  pa  tented  su^  a 
unique  brand  of  mixing.  At 
one  hi^-proGle  session  at  the 
Ritzy's  in  Melton  Mowbray, 
punters  were  a by  faJs 
dexterity  on  three  turntables. 

The  Grat  deck,  a gold-plated 
Technics,  remained  switched 
off  all  night  and  merely  housed 
his  baseball  hat  when 
got  a little  hot  The  second 
deck  has  a mirrored  playing 
suifece  on  which  he  cuts  his 
cocaine.  The  third  deck  is  bro- 
ken. While  switching  between 
those  three  turatables,  he  is 
able  to  press  the  "play"  button 
on  a CD  machine  which  piay« 
tbe  Now  That’s  What  1 Call 
Handbag  34  compilation. 

What  the  DJ  demands  in  Wax 
magazine. 

Which  babe? 

JUST  out  curiosity,  what  is 
"postfeminism"  anyway?  Is  it 
that  phenomenonofeonser- 
. vative  women  making  money 
off  saying  that  feminism  is 
dead  and  that  we're  all  equal 
now  and  just  get  over  h d- 
ready?  Or  is  it  some  kind 
blend  of  postmodern  and  fem- 
inism? The  responses  so  ^ to 


this  thread  seem  to  suggest 
both  options  are  possibilities 
...?  Has  anyone  actually  de- 
cided just  what  it  is?  I see  a 
fork  ha  the  road  there.  To  put 
it  in  wildly  simplistic  ten^ 
two  distinct  and  opposing 
currents: 

Fir^  the  obviously  reac- 
tionary/retrogressive  mi^- 
set,  a symptom  of  which 
would  undoubtedly  be  the 
Ellen  Fein/Sherrie  Schneidm: 
book  (The  Rules),  Do^  Paglia 
fit  in  Itere?  That  would  be  sim- 
plistic, but  for  purposes  of  ar- 
gument . . . And  no,  there  is 
nothing  new  here — but  it 
does  tie  in  With  the(h^) 
resurgence  eff  cigars  and  tbe 
(oh,  dear . . 0 **p^-PC"  con- 
sciousness. which,  as  an  ag- 
greets,  gains  currency/cre- 
dibility/viability. especially 
as  packaged  and  shoved  down 
people's  throats  by  the  media. 

Second,  an  egalftarian/pro- 
gressive  current  (and  the  true 
^neaological  link  with  the 

feminism  of  the  past;,  a gmaij 

example  of  which  mi^t  be 
(among  so  many  other  things) 
the  “pmetration-positive" 
feminism  of  Bust  magazine,  i 
mention  "peoetratlon  posi- 
tive" because  it's  what  they 


say  ftbe  editors),  and  as  an 
example  of  the  newer  current 
it  beara  mantinning  because 
(among  other  things)  there 
seems  to  be  an  effort  on  some 
fronts  to  reassert  links,  where 
they  exist,  with  men  who  gen- 
uinely support  (pn^ressive) 
feminist  Meals^  more  so  than 
in  tbe  past  Or  so  it  seems  to 
me — and  it’s  not  raquialte  by 
any  stretch  oftheimagina- 
tiop.butperha^ltcpoodfl 
things,  and  if  5 just  one  small 


Wax ...  £35,000  for  a DJ 


facet.  (Men  are  still  tbe  ones 
who  have  to  do  die  dianglng). 

As  I said,  it  is  different  than 
the  feminism  of  the  past,  in 
that  there's  greater  emphasis 
on  ‘tiiffbrehee  "/autonomy 
and  less  ccdlectlve — well,  one 
can’t  say  that  Hmm.  Let’s  Just 
say  there  seems  to  bea  greater 
emphasis  on  individual  choice 
as  an  ultimate  goal,  as  op- 
posed to  adher«ioe  to  a ooUe^ 
five  manifesto. 

Laura  Wedner  struggles  with 
feminism  in  Bast  magazine 
online  ai  www.bustcom 
Thanks  to  MkhaelJdvia 

Love’s  lot 

EROS  — The  kind  cflove  you 
fed  up  to  three  months  in  a 
new  t^n^hip-  BaaicajOy 
it’s  vriien  he  makes  you  feel 
really  homy. 

From  the  three  to  six 
months  into  your  relationship, 
you  could  be  feeling  either  of 
the  follow!^  Ludos— ' whm 
you're  teasing,  flir^g,  just 
playing  around,  or. . . Mania 
— when  you  can't  stand  being 
apart,  and  easily  become  jeal- 
ous possessive. 

Stoege — The  kind  of  love  you 
feel  between  six  to  12  mon^ 


together.  If  s what  people 
mean  when  they  say  'my  boy- 
frimid  ismy  best  friend'.  How- 
ever, it’s  not  always 
passionate. . 

Pragma — This  is  what  you 
feel  when  you' ve  been  an  item 

for  12  to  18  months  together. 
Ifs  when  you  say  (or  think) 
you're  with  him  becaose  he’d 
make  a good  partner  or  fetber. 
And  finally  Agape  or  *perfecf 
love.  unfi»tunately  says  Pro- 
fessor Duck,  no  one  ever 
achieves  this  state.  Sorry. 
Sdend^rKiamittakesbe- 
tioeen  90  seconds  and faurmhi' 
Mbs  to  decide  If  wefitney  some- 
one. Otfcewe'oefiguraiUfat 
WLthesetuethesixtypestif 
totjemstorejbrusaoaadinglo 
Professor  Enidi.autlvor.of 
MeamngfiUBehaUmshi^ 
writing  InSbemagazine. 

Somahtngfbrusutlookfor- 
voordto ... 

Jaekdam  wants J^ls.  E-mail 
Ja^xiaw®guardian.co.uk:fax 
0171-7134366:  Jackdaw,  The 
Guardian.  iiOFarrin&ion 
Road.  London  BClR  JER. 


Emily  Sheffield 
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Employers  warit 
plans  for  new 
law  withdrawn 


Seumas  MUna 
Labour  Etflor 


TH&  Conservatives' 
attempt  to  revive 
union  power  as  an 
election  i^ue  fen  at 
the  first  bonne  yes* 
terday  when  their  plans  to 
crack  down  on  strito  were 


rejected  hy  the  ConfederatiMi 
of.  British  Jodost]^  as  on- 
workable  and  likely  to  make 
indoshial  relations  wor^ 

In  a response  to  ^ Govosb- 
menfs  green  paper  proposals' 
to  outlaw  strikes  with  a “dis^ 
propMttonate"  or  'iexce^ve** 
impact,'  file  CBFs  governing 
council  warned  they  would  be 
unlikely  to  resolve  disputes 


Two  cheers  for 
WHSmith’s 
sales  growth 


Roger  Cowa 


WH  SMITH  yesterday 
joined  in  the  Christ- 
mas sales  celebra- 
tions. but  the  new  chief  esec- 
utive.  Bill  Cockbum,  damped 
hopes  of  a swift  bounce  back 
from  the  company's  recent 
problems,  warning  that  it  had 
completed  Mily  &e  first  year 
of  a four-year  recovery 
programme. 

The  group’s  3 cent  sales 
growth  in  December  was  p^ 
in  perspective  by  figures  flrom 
Marks  & Spencer  showing  a 
total  rise  almost  7 per  cent. 

The  recovering  housing 
market  helped  to  a 28 
per  cent  increase  in  Its 
Homeware  business,  the 
smallest  division,  which  em- 
braces gifts,  kitchen  equip- 
ment and  furniture.  - 
The  food  and  dothij^  div- 
isions also  reported  In- 
creases. although  the  S per 
cent  rise  in  food  sales  ov^ 
Christmas  behUid  the 

supermarket  leaders,  Tesco 
and  Asda. 

M&S  clothing  sales  grew  by 
more  than  7 per  cent,  with  a 
strong  performance'  in  most 
areas  except  children's 
clothes. 

The  company  said  that 
higher-priced  men's  ftishions 
sold  particularly  welL 
'Hie  niain  disappointment 
for  the  St  Mldiael  group  was 
in  North  America,  where  the 
problematic  Brooks  Brothers 
had  a poor  Christmas. 
Sales  were  almost  lO  per  cent 
higher  than  last  year,  but  that 
was  not  as  good  as  earlier  in 
the  year. 

The  dip  was  ascribed  by 
M&S  to  lower  consumer  pui> 
chases  across  the  dothing 
sector.  I 

M&S  shares  fdl  by  llp  to 


482p,  but  analysts  said  this 
was  a trading  move  rather 
than  a reOectlmi  of  the  com- 
pany's prospects. 

Shares  in  WH  Smith,  on  tbe 
ofoer  hand,  rose  by  5Sip  to 
430p  as  investors  were  en- 
couraged by  the  half-year 
results  published  yesterday. 
Profits  bounced  back  after 
last  year's  troohles  to  £39  mil- 
lion, more  than  last- 

year’s  £17  million. 

But  the  Increase  stemmed 
laigdy  from  Mr  Cockbnm’s 
reorganisation  measures, 
such  as  the  sale  of  loss-mak- 
ing businesses. 

Sales  at  the  'Viigin  Our 
Price  rjiMin  were  poor,  in 
comnum  with  most  of  the 
music  industry,  vdiile  the  ITS 
music  TTie  WaU,  also 

struggli^  in  tbe  lace  of  indus- 
try-^^  problems. 

Mr  Cockbum  s^  the  lasy 
objective  now  was  to  build 
sales  in  tbe  W H Smith  chain. 

I The  Uxmer  Post  Ofl^  chieC 
I who  was  recruited  a year  ago, 
warned  that  this  would  take  a 
Ihrtber  three  years. 

‘It’s  very  important  that  we 
get  tlmt  fixed  and  that's  going 
to  be  a loms  haul,’*  Mr  Cock- 
bum  said. 

Ibroducts  in  foe  chain  have 
been  severely  rationaUsed, 
with  14JOOO  lines  taken  off  foe 
shelves.  Mr  Cockbum  said 
that  the  ctHopany  now  had  to 
buildinnovativemerdiaDdis- 
ing  ideas  to  attract  shoppmrs. 

'!The  main  tadc  now  is  to  ' 
devdop  new  tasks  and  ideas. , 
We  have  to  convince  people , 
that  we  are  not  just  a conve- 
nience diain,”  he  said 

Ike  dudn  has  beoi  testing 
a kQralty  card  in  foe  north- 
east of  And  could 

nationally  in  foe 
next  Aw  months  if  extra  sales 
oompensate  for  foe  2 per  cent 
discount  to  card  boldtfs. 


BA  rolls  out  its 
own  crodit  card 


New  battle  looms 
as  airline  follows 
Virgin  into  financial 
services,  writes 

Richard  Miles 

British  Airways  taxied 
into  the  financial  ser- 
vias  market  yesterday 
with  the  launch  of  a bianded 
credit  card  ^ and  tbe  foreat 
of  a new  battle  with  Rtobaid 
Branson's  Vli^  Group. 

Supported  by  NatWest 
Bank,  the  card- will  Initially 
be  .limed  at  the  alxline's  fre- 
quent business  flyets — about 
CD0,tMU  Executive  Club 'mem- 
bers. AddlticmalbendUs.wjll 
include  tree  entry  to  . execu- 
tive waiting  lounna. 

The  Visa  credit  card  Is 
thought  to  be  the  first  in  a 
lone  line  of  financial  product 
launches  from  the  UK's  big- 
■•obt  atpline,  which  ovep  time 
mnv  be  extended  to  ta»free 
porsonal  equity  jgan^  It  rf- 
ready  offere  a Pep  fhr  BA 
shiirpholders.  ' , . ^ 

BA  has  been  lookiag^  to 
move  into  financial  aemees 
since  Richard  Branson 
i.-uinched  Virgin  Dirert  mow 
than  a year  ago  In  n joint 
Jure  with  foe  leadine  Austra- 
lian Insurer,  AMP.  ^ 

AS  part  of  Its  expan^ 
nums,^  Is  believed  haw 
held  talks  with  a number  rf 
financial  services  compames 
bSiideS'  NhtWesf,  indudlag 
Thrcodneedle  AS^  **®*'*^ 
meat  foe  flind-managemeot 


aim  of  the  tobacco  and  Insniv 
ance  coa^omerate.  BAT. 

Bob  Ay]in&  foe  atadlne's 
chief  executive,  said  foe  new 
card  should  give  “kval  cus- 
tomers v^ue  for  money,  cixi- 

venienee  evm  more  bmie- 

fits".  BA,  he  said,  was  a brand 
rect^nised  for  good  custama' 
service  and  innovative 
products. 

But  aside 'fttm  the  ftee  Air 
Miles  — one  for  every  SIS 
spent  — tlK  insa^branded 
credit  card  will  not  toP  foa 
best'buy  tables.  Wfo  a £12 
annual  foe  and  an  annual  p«^- 
ioter^  rate  (APR)  cf  | 
18.9  per  cant,  foero  are  fskbA*  i 

ts  deals  in  this  crowded 
maiket 

Virgin  Direct,  which  has  al- : 
ready  aignaUed  its  intention  ' 
to  a bank,  said  yo^ 

terday  it  was  also  thinking  cf 

laumfoing  a credit  card.  At 
present,  it  offers  a p^  which 
tracks  the  performance  of  the 
stock  market,  life  assurance 
and  pensioDS.. 

BA  Joins  a growing.band  of 
uncimventiteial  players  In 'foe 
credit-card  market  Tesco  and 

foe  mobile  jdwne  company. 
Orange,  hare  already  stntok 
card  deals'  with  NatWest, 
while  British  Gas  entered  tbe 
teeis  last  summer  with  foe 
card.  Bvm  foe  Con- 
sumers' Association  has  - its 
own  credit  caziiL  ' 

Retell,  baiddng  Is.  set  to 
ahdewo  ealmilar  tsansfonna- 
UoL  The  sqpennarkiet  chain, 
ftahmiyiiya,  and  RudentiBl, 
tbe  Dm  biggest  life  Insurar, 
are  several  outsiders 

hoping  toweidc  into  foendu^ 
ket  ill  oc^ngmemfos. 


London  emer^  yester- 
day as  gedd  capital  oftlie 
world  as  its  super-secre- 
tive bullion  market  took  a few 
steps  into  dayli^  and  re- 
leased figures  showing  that 
more  thaw  gll  billion  0^.79 
billion)  of  precions-metals 
are  daDy  in  foe 

City  by  overseas  clients. 

:nus  total  dwarfo  foe  com- 
petitkm.  principally  Ameri- 
ca’s Comex/Nyinex  exchange, 
Tokyo’s  Tocom  and  the  tiny 
Zurich  maricet  “London  ;is  to 
gted  what  New  York  isto  dxd- 
lars  and  Tokyo  to  ym  — ffbe] 
home  for  tbe  settimnent  tor 
temational  transactions'’, 
said  Alan  Baker,  chairman  of 
the  London  BnOim  Market 
Association  (LBMA). 

Figures  released  shnuUa- 
neoi^  by  tbe  Bank  of  Eng- 
land for  turnover  among  tbe 
13  London  gold  market-mak- 
ers showed  similar  world 
dominancer  seven  million 
Troy  ounces  of  gold  are 
traded  daily  in  London, 
against  about  three  million 
on  Crmsz  and  a mfiZimi  on 
Tocom. 

But  the  new  ^irit  of  opoi- 
ness  has  strict  limits:  the 
sltehtest  suggestion  that  con- 
fidential tofinmation  about 
their  trades  may  be  iwaVTiig- 
out  would  have  hi0»oiDing 
Inteiijational  dients  heading 
strai^t  for  Zorich,  amaiket 
that  has  long  to  sup- 
plant which 

no  tro^  vrifo  foe  puhUcation 
(tf  even  foe  most  innocuous 
figure 

AH  client  infonnatton  win 
be  renwved  from  data  before 
it  is  passed  to  file  I£MA,  foe 
body  find  proda^  yeker- 
day's  I'lftawfig  figures  and 
which  win  henceforth  do  so 
monthly  over  the  Reuters 
.news  service. 

Forfimmore.  hnporteDt  di- 
ents will  continue  to  be 
reforred  to  ^ code  namra 
within  the  bullion  houses 
tumiUing  foeir  business  and 
deals  win  continne  to  be 
strode  over  the  secure  tde- 
pbime  drextits  that  iiwif  mai^ 
ket  members.  Asked  if  there 
were  any  way  foe  rdease  d 
riafa  ffmdd  lna<|yfti-*wr>fly  pqffh 
a big  player  into  the  lime- 
li^t  l^dA  chief  executive 
Chris  Elston  said:  “Ahso- 
tetetynot-" 

. These  two  sets  of  figures 
piiMi*bAd  ywriwHay  wnderL 
line  sharply  the  long-sus- 
pected but  never-confizmed 
central  role  Londtei  in  foe 
gtM  and  sitrer  market 


^iinionploy 


Notebook 


and  could  'Tead  to  more  ace 
certainty  in  the  workplace: 

The  rebuff  flxxn  foe  mawi 
employer’s  organisation  fd- 
lowed  extensive  mnmitatfffn 
with  its  menfoer  ftrrng  and- 

was  seized  on  by  lAboiir  and 
tbe  TDC  as  flnther  proof  that 

business  is  eiBtanr-ing  tfcalf 

fttxn  the  Tories  in  advance  of 
aehangeofgavenmienL  . 

The  Governmwxfs  ^lans  — 
floated  by  Trade'and  Ihdnstiy 
Secretary ' Ian  Lang . last 
autumn'—  have  already 
dismissed  by  the  Institute  of 
Directors,  which  submitted 
its  response  to  the  gren 
paper  before  Christmas. ' 

Ruth  Lea,  bead  o£  pdky  at 
file  inrtitnte,'5aid  British- in- 
dustiial  relations  were  “ex- 
tremely good'',  while  the  Gov- 
ernment's ideas  were 


London 
is  gold 
capital 
of  the 
world 


“impractical,  unwoxkable 
and  liable  to  create  a fidd  day 
for  lawyer^.  John  Cridlaiid, 
CBl . director  of  human 
resources,,  said  wHtiiiriiaing 
disputes  was  best  achieved  by 
more,  competition,  rather 
thanlegislaxlon. ' 

: Mr  Imig  countered  that  the  i 
CBl  had  traditkoiany  been  I 
caixtloos'  about . the  Tories' ! 
antkunion  legl^tloii.  But.  it 
was  foe  Government's  repon- 
pthfiity  to  lead  awH  Jug  was 
confident. that  the  organ^ 
tion  would  be  “convhiced  of 
foe  liupurtauce  of  ottr  pnq[)os- 
als  by  seeing  them  worif’. 

The  Government’s  an- 
nouncement of  a further 
tigfafenhig  of  the  legal  screw 
on  anions  followed  last 
sammer's'  strikes  by  postal 
workers,  firefighters  and. 


Tube  and  rail  workeirs.  The 
green-pap^  cmitrai  idea'  is 
to  remove  unions'-  ixnmuni^ 
Bnm  being  sued  if  they  orga- 
nise strikes  with  dispropor- 
tionate effects  on  the  public 
Of  business,  with  cash  avail- 
able to  those  who  want  to  take 
legal  action. 

It  also  proposes  to  increase 
the  notice  period  for  calling 
strikes  tcom  seven  to  14  days, 
enfince  repeat  baUots  during 
long-running  disputes  and 
raise  the  threshold  in  indus- 
trial aetkm  hanots  from  a ma- 
jority of  those  voting  to  a ma- 
jority of  those  entifl^  to  vote. 

In  its  lespmse,  the  CBl  said 
that  dlspn^ortlonality  would 
prove  'tlifficult  to  define  em-t 
^iforce’’  and  that  increasing 
file  notice  period  for  strikes 
was  “unlikely  to  add  any  ben- 


efit”. It  thought  regular  re- 
ballots  worth  esqdoring.  but  it 
was  not  in  favour  ot  amend- 
ing the  ballot  majority  rules. 
The  green  paper  proposals 
should  Tiot  go  forward”.  ' 

Sir  COUn  Marshall,  CBl 
president,  denied  tbe  employ- 
ers' body  was  being  disloyal 
to  the  Government  and  said  it 
was  simidy  expressing  the 

views  of  its  members. 

But  David  Blunkett. 
Labour’s  employment  spokes- 
man, said  the  employers’ 
rebuff  showed  '^ust  how  out 
of  touch  the  Tory  party  is 
with  foe  real  needs  and  priori 
ities  of  British  business”. 

John  Monks,  TOC  general 
seerrtazy,  said  that  the  CBl 
haii  •‘ri^fly  distanced  them- 
selves from  this  grubby  bit 
I pre-election  politics”. 


Amazon,  infoian  workers  at  the  ADne  D'Or,  BrazU.  The  gold  they  produce  is  among  the 
seven  milBon  troy  ounces  traded  daily  in  London  photograph:  uiMBERTawx 


The  iBMA’s  own  clearing 
figures  show  more  than  $io 
bflUmirworfh  of  gold  — about 

30  mmim  ounces cleared 

in  London  every  day,  along 
with  more  than  gibillion- 
worth  of  silver,  about  250  mil- 
IhHi  ounces.  These  data  are 
drawn  from  the  eight  clearii^ 
metobeis  cf  tbe  1£MA,  the 

aTtta  hnHirm  hqmgftft  that  haw 

thetr  own  vaults.  Tbe  figures 
repreamt  deals  struck  around 
tile  world  spseffping  Toco 


London”  for  settlemenL  They 
also  include  deals  Involving 
the  SO-odd  ordinary  IBMA 
members  trading  with  each 
other  or  third  parties,  neither 
of  which  tepe  of  de^  show 
up  in  the  Bank  figures. 

Turnover  data  ftom  the 
Bank  cover  trading  among 
the  14  (now  13)  market-mak- 
ing LBMA  members,  whose 
ranks  include  the  eight 
dlearers.  The  figures,  show- 
log  $3  blUion-wmlh  of  gold  i 


(seven  million  ounces)  traded 
dally  to  London  and  $650  mfl- 
llon  of  silver  (120  million 
ounces),  efibetiv^  form  part 
of  the  hteger  settlement  fig- 
ure. 

London's  daily  dearance 
volume  is  equivalent  to  al- 
most twice  tile  annual  pro- 
duction of  South  Africa’s 
mines,  hut  turnover  is  stiU 
just  one-40tb  of  the  average 
daily  business  on  the  London 
foreign  exchange  market 


When  vulgarity  is  not  to  be  sniffed  at 


Ken  happy  to 
blow  bubbles 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


The  weakest  aspect  of  the 
current  structure,  under 
which  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  responsible  for  achiev- 
ing an  inflation  target,  is  that 
tbe  chosen  tool  for  achieving 
this  target  — interest  rates  — 
is  controlled  by  tbe  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  Kenneth 
Clarke.  Until  now,  with  foe 
occasional  wobble  such  as 
that  in  May  1995.  the  Een  and 
Eddie  show  has  gone  on  with- 
out a hitch.  This  is  largely  be- 
cause Mr  Clarke’s  femous  gut 
Instinct  has  served  him  well: 
although  Mr  George  has 
sen^  a dangerous  gamble. 

But  now  the  ban  game  is 
very  different  Althou^  some 
economic  indicators  have 
looked  weaker  since  the  turn 
of  the  year,  partly  as  a result 
of  the  over-strong  value  of  the 
pound,  the  bubble  side  of  foe 
UK  economy  is  a cause  for 
concern.  As  the  Guardian’s 
Back  to  foe  Future  series  this 
week  has  illustrated,  the 
1980s  have  returned.  This  is 
reflected  to  investment  in  ex- 
pensive fEtehion  boutiques, 
fency  restaurants,  the  suige 
in  the  stock  market,  waiting 
lists  for  luxurious  cars,  the 
improvement  in  the  housing 
market  and  foe  return  of  the 
post  B^  Bang  easy-moi^ 
culture  to  the  City:  which 
generates  18  per  cent  of  GDP. 

In  terms  of  hard  data,  tbic 
is  deariy  reflected  to  the 
money  supply  figures,  which 
Mi*  Claike  so  ^bly  dismisses, 
but  which  historically  has 
proved  a more  than  reliable 
indicator  of  future  inflation. 
The  broad  measme  of  the 
money  supply  has  been  run- 
ning aliove  the  oOiciaZ  cefUng 
for  as  long  as  can  be  remem- 
bered and  the  excuses  for  this 
aberrant  behaviour  are  wear- 
ing thin.  Moreover,  one  does 
not  have  to  be  a monetary 
geoxns  to  understand  that  file 
effect  of  the  spri^  and  sum- 
mer bunding  social  payouts 
— two  more  from  the  North- 
ern Rock  and  Bristol  & West 
were  in  focus  yesterday  — 
win  ensure  that  ff  there  is  not 
to  be  overheatii^  of  tbe  kind 
seen  after  the  1987  Crash  then 
a more  cautious  approach 
be  taken. 

The  ChanceUor  is  resisting 
an  interest  rate  rise  <ni  two 
grounds:  that  foe  poimd  Is 
acting  as  an  anti-inflationary 
harrier  and  that  he  does  not 
want  to  be  responsible  for 
slowing  a belttog  recovery. 
On  the  first  point  he  is  pardy 
ri^t  except  in  that  it  te 
highly  ridey  to  base  an  anti- 
inflation  strategy  on  a cur- 
rency which  has  proved  as 
volatile  as  sterling  to  recent 
years.  As  for  the  possibility 
that  two  quarter-point  in- 
creases in  base  rate  would 
kin  the  recovery,  it  defies 
logic:  the  intended  effect 
would  be  to  slow  foe  bubble 
aipmpnte  in  foe  ecoDomy  of 
which  rising  asset  prices  are 
a symptom.  But  if  it  also 
tnppTis  that  longer  term  inflar 
tionary  expectations  to  foe 


money  markets  are  lowered, 
then  over  tbe  medium  term 
tbe  outlook  win  be  for  lower 
base  rates  than  ofoerwlse 
would  have  been  the  case. 
This  would  aUow  the  pound 
to  adjust  downwards  allowing 
manufacturing  to  sustain  its 
oompetitiveness. 

The  UK  has  been  so  fed  on 
the  stopgo  culture  in  recent 
decades  that  an  orderly 
recovery,  which  does  not  end 
to  an'  unsustainable  boom, 
looks  beyond  our  grasp.  But  if 
the  Bank  was  aide  to  fire  its 
shots  now,  rather  than  d^v- 
ertog  verbal  blanks,  the  in- 
heritence  for  foe  next  govern- 
ment. whatever  its  flavour, 
might  he  that  murti  healthier. 

Mr  Clarke,  despite  his  pro- 
testations to  the  contrary,  is 
not  worried  about  this.  He  Is 
a politician  and  knows  that 
tbe  only  card  foe  Government 
has  is  the  return  — after  long 
delays  — of  the  “feel  good  fee- 
tor.”  He  is  too  canny  to  jeop- 
ardise this  for  intangible 
gains  in  foe  war  against 
higher  prices,  despite  Mr 
George's  advice. 


Good  as  gold 

True  to  form,  yesterday's 
novel  exercise  to  gcU- 
market  transparency  hy 
the  London  Bullion  Houses 
Association  and  foe  Bank  of 
England,  the  market  regula- 
tor, produced  figures  that 
contained  a fair  amount  of 
what  astronomers  caU  “dark 
matter".  Gted  is  an  anony- 
mous, portable  currency,  pos- 
session of  which  is  wefl  over 
nine-tent^  foe  law.  Mai^ 
a deal  done  in  Jersey,  Swit- 
zerland or  even  a back- 
kitchen  to  Holborn  wlU  be  no- 
where to  these  statistics,  as 
win  Intra-day  transfers  “net- 
ted out”  l}y  each  house  before 
being  recorded:  to  this  extent, 
tbe  figures  are  an  under 
rather  than  over-estimate. 

But  despite  the  gaps,  the 
data  are  of  interest.  True. 
London's  foreign-exchange 
market  boasts  40  Umps  the 
turnover  of  the  bullion  mar- 
ket But  settlement  teUs  a dif- 
ferent stoiy;  two-thirds  of 
world  trade  is  doUar-denomi- 
nated  and  99  per  cent  of  dollar 
transactions  are  settled  in 
New  York.  This  puts  Lon- 
don's “key”  forex  i^e  in  per- 
spective, as  a wayside  signal 
box  watchii^  express  trains 
howl  by  on  a trunk  line.  By 
contra^  not  only  are  about 
86  per  cent  of  gold  deals 
settled  in  London,  but  the 
City  also  lays  down  the  cur- 
rency in  which  tbe  deals  are 
to  be  paid:  the  London  “good 
delivery"  bar.  So  prestigious 
is  membnahto  the  ap- 
proved good-delivery  list,  that 
producers  in  tbe  former 
Soviet  Union  are  keen  to  meet 
the  standard. 

Two  huge  benefits  arise 
fttim  this  dominant  position. 
First,  a core  of  expertise  to 
both  the  trading  and  the 
handling  of  bullion  around 
which  clusters  a good  num- 
ber of  wen-paid  jobs,  not  only 
in  the  market  itself  but  to 
allied  trades  involving  custo- 
dy, safe-keeping  and  seeu- 
ri^.  Second,  the  ability  for 
London  ^ as  ^obal  centre 
for  a global  currency  — to 
shape  tbe  rules  of  the  game 
as  it  develops  throu^  the 
traumas  of  EMU  and  the  tur- 
moil that  periodically  dis- 
rupts world  finances. 


Gummer  urges 
more  recycling 


PauBMSprtwtt 

Producing  gteeuiigs 

cards  whitei  onit  fort^ 
lug  or  (MEBsmic  sounds 
may  not  he'  the  most  obvi- 
ous or  sophisticated  luule 
to  City  riches,  but  it  is  tbe 
<me  being  adopted  by  John 
Charlton,  head.- of  Hanson 
White. 

Mr  CharUon  is  leading  a 
£10.8  managenimit 

bny-oot  of  the  greetings 
cards  divltoon  <rffhe  sports 
group,  Fmitland. 
He  owns  a quimtar  of  Han- 
son White. 

Hanson  White  was 
founded  in  195S  by  Messrs, 
hrter  Lords,'  and 

White.  They  spotted  the 


money  to  be  made  In  hn- 
morous  greetings  cards  — 
somefhiog  of  a departure 
for  (he  steid  British  at  the 
fjme.'"  ■ ■ ■ 

Five  years  later  tiie  com- 
pany was  sold  to  its  then  fi.- 
nance  dlxeetor.  It  was  ac- 
quired by  Fentiand  in  1989. 
Fentiand  Is  now  focusing 
on  its  main  sportswear 
businesses  — its  brands  in- 
clude Speedo  swimwear, 
Ntitre  fbothaU  boots  and  El- 
lesse  ski  and  tennis  wear, 
i Mr  Charlton  resigned 
fixnn  the  Fentiand  board 
late  last  year  to  pirepare  the 
toVHnit  — he  'was  formerly 
the  con^u^s  director  of 
coDsomer  products.  “This 
fe-a  very  profitable  bnsi- 
ness,**  he  said,  altiiongh  he 


declined  to  disclose  exact 
figures. 

He  acknowledged  that  the 
resnZte  liad  dipped  slightly 
in  1995,  but  said  they  had 
risen  a^in  in  1996. 

Britain’s  greetings  cards 
maiirnt  is  worth  £1  billion 
' in  retail  sales.  Half  of  the 
sales  are  direct  to  the  shops 
and  half  go  throng  whole- 
salers. The  direct  sales  sec- 
tor is  dominated  by  two  or 
three  large  companies, 
topped  by  the  US  gronp 
HaUmark.  Hanson  White, 
althon^  relatively  small 
with  a turnover  of  £20  mil- 
lion, is  about  third  or 
fourth  in  size,  with  the  rest 
the  market  fragmented 
among  a host  of  smaller 
companies. 


Mr  Charlton  said  the  pub- 
lic would  probably  rect^ 
nlse  the  company  throng 
its  “Giggles”  range  of  hu- 
morous greetings  cards.  He 
was  also  enthusiastic  about 
its  recently  developed 
' “sound  experience”  cards, 
I which  the  design 

' and  tite  Joke  to  a sound 
emitted  firom  an  electronic 
module  within  the  card. 
“They  are  sounds  such  as 
losses,  flatulence,  oi^asms, 
rin^g  telephones,  babies 
crying  and  wedding  bells," 
be  said  solemnly. 

Mr  Charlton's  aim  is  to 
grow  the  company  oxgani- 
cally  and  by  acquisition.  A 
Stock  market  float  is  poss- 
ible In  two  or  three  years* 
time. 


Roger  Cowa 

CONSUMERS  were 

uiged  yesterday  to  buy 
more  recycled  products 
and  to  support  local  coUeetton 
schemes  for  used  packaging, 
as  tbe  Environment  Secre- 
tary. John  Gummer.  pub- 
lished r^ulatioDS  requiring 
businesses  to  meet  taigets. 

But  the  new  rules,  which 
are  already  seven  months 
late,  will  not  boost  keitside 
ofllectioDs  a{  domestic  waste 
for  several  years  and  were 
criticised  as  unambitious  by 
I^-iends  of  the  Earth. 

The  rules  aim  to  meet  the 
requizement  cf  a European 
Directive  demanding  that 
Britain  improve  its  27  per 
cent  recycling  rate  so  that 
hqif  ^ all  pai-lrflgiwg  waste  iS 

TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


I recycled  or  recovered 
I through  burning  by  2001. 

I Targets  for  industry  sectors 
have  been  arrived  at  after  a 
four-year  n^otiation  which 
has  buely  papered  over  bitter 
divisions  behreen  material 
manufectorers,  packers  and 
retailers.  Mr  Gummer  said:  ”1 
have  never  been  throi^  so 
complex  a system.” 

Fears  remain  that  in  the 
run-up  to  the  general  election 
the  rules  might  still  be  voted 
down  by  MPs  under  pressure 
from  patimriag  manufectur- 
ers,  who  feel  unfei^  treated. 

Mr  Gummer  said  the  long 
n^otiations  had  resulted  in 
the  best  possible  recydii^ 
system,  which  would  be  tbe 
envy  oi  Earope  for  its  cost- 
effectiveness  and  because  it 
relied  on  market  forces  rather 
than  bureacuracy. 


Australia  2037 
Austria  18as 
Belgium  53.43 
Canada  2.108 
Cyprus  0.776 
Oenm^  9.SO 
Finland  7.83 

SHppffeif  Sy  MBrttfssf 


France  8.72 
Germany  2.594 
Greece  410.00 
Hong  Kong  12.17 
India  57.73 
Ireland  0388 
Israel  SJ3 


Italy  Z570 
Malta  0.591 
Netheriande  Z917 
New  Zealand  ZZn 
Norway  10j9 
Portugal  29.75 
Saudi  Arabia  em 


Singapore  222 
South  Atrica  7.16 
Spain  2l9.ni 
Sweden  11.63 
Switzartand  2242 
Turtey  180.740 
USA  1.577 


Bank  taaluOmu  bmian  ruoae  onrf  (aroaft  onalteO. 
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Back 
to  the 
hiture 


People 
trying  to 
move  south 
are  being 
stranded  by 
the  patchy 
recovery  in 
the  housing 
market. 
MARTYN 
HALSALL 
reports 


Moving  stories . . . Sylvia  Black  with  her  children,  Naomi  and  Hannah,  and,  below,  Simon  and  Jill  Evans 


The  return  of  the  great  divide 


The  bousing  market 
recovery  is  proving 
costly  for  those  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the 
re-emerging  North- 
South  divide.  mid-lSSOs 
saw  huge  southern  house 
price  rises  which  eventually 
rippled  northwards  as  cash 
buyers  headed  up  the  Ml  to 
snap  up  old  miP  cottages  or 
Yorkshire  town  houses  handy 
for  the  East  Coast  main  line. 

It  aU  went  sour  at  the  end  of 
the  boom.  Now  there  is  a new 
buoyancy  in  the  market, 
though  the  pattern  is  more 
vari^  than  in  the  1980s.  ac- 
cording to  the  latest  HaUfaz 
price  survey. 

Greater  London  is  ag^  In 
the  lead,  with  prices  rising  al- 
most 15  per  cent  last  year,  but 
the  South-east  in  general  has 
seen  an  increase  of  only  7.8 
per  cent 

In  the  North-west  the  aver- 
age rise  last  year  was  5.6  per 
cent  There  is  a ready  market 
for  more  expensive  proper- 
ties, but  the  position  is  much 
more  sluggish  for  cheaper 
homes. 

Those  caught  In  the  wrong 
house  at  the  wrong  time  have 


particular  difficulties.  Simon 
Evans  had  to  pay  more  than 
£100,000  to  move  bis  fiunily 
fimm  Greater  Manchester  to 
Hampshire.  Sylvia  Black  will 
thee  siiniiar  problems  if  she 
manages  to  sell  the  terraced 
house  sbe  put  on  the  northern 
market  four  years  ago. 

Mr  Evans,  wbo  moved  from 
Bury  to  Southsea  on  being  ap- 
pointed a consultant  said 
comparisons  with  the  fren- 
zied proper^  markets  of  the 
late  Eighties  were  over-done 
but  not  totally  misplaced. 
“It's  not  feverish,  not  like  the 
Eighties  when  you  were 
struggling  to  buy  a house.  It‘s  ' 
certainly  not  like  1988/9  when 
I tried  to  buy  a house  in  Sale. 
Even  giving  the  asking  price 
you  just  couldn’t  buy  any- 1 
thing.  You  had  to  have  a nod 
and  a wink  with  the  estate 
agent  and  get  there  before 
anyone  else."  I 

'I%e  six-bedroom  late  Vlfr  I 
torlan  semi-detached  house 
be  bought  in  Bury  for  £90.000 
in  1992  sold  four  years  later  i 
for  £93.000:  £22.000  below  his  j 
asking  price. 

The  four  bedroom  issos  de- 
tached house  he  bought  In  i 


Divided  Britain 

Average  house  pricee,  seasonally 
ac^ustsd.  £0QQs 

too 


1964  86  86  90  93  94  96 

Southsea  cost  £180.000.  In  be- 
tween they  rented  while 
£17,000  worth  of  repairs  and 
Improvements  to  their  Bury 
home  were  carried  out  on  the 
advice  of  estate  agents. 

In  Southsea  there  were 
echoes  of  foe  Josdmg  for  spare 
property  foat  buyers  experi- 
raced  at  the  end  of  the  Eight- 
ies. ‘There  were  three  people 
going  rou^  foe  house  while 
we  were  there,  and  five  that 
weelmnd.”  said  Mr  Evans. 


I The  family his  wife  is 
a doctor  and  they  have  two 
chlldzea  aged  two  and  seven 
found  house  prlo^  50  to  80 
per  cent  higher  in  south 
ffampsfairp  than  north  Man- 
chester. with  the  big^st  dif- 
ferences at  the  top  end  of  the 
market 

Two  miles  away  from  the 
Evanses'  old  home,  Ms  Black 
is  boping  her  third  estate 
' agent  In  four  years  wiU  pro- 
duce a buyer  for  foe  I930s 


two-bedroom  terrace  house 
she  bought  in  1964  fu’  £16,000. 

Ft^  people  have  look^  at 
the  property  in  the  last  six 
months  but  the  only  offer  she 
received  was  £30,000  for  a 
home  she  has  placed  on  foe 
market  for  £35,950.  She 
remains  unconvinced  about 
signliicant  recovery  in  de- 
mand for  her  type  of  home. 

*1  can't  see  any  change," 
she  sal±  **Yqu  wo^er  if 
(estate  a^snCsJ  have  just  been 


sending  people  round  to  keep 
me  happy.  I suppose  there's 
an  increasing  interest . . . but 
it's  not  selling  my  house,  con- 
sidering Tve  had  it  on  the 
market  for  so  Icmg." 

I A midwife  and  single 
1 mother  of  two  daughters  aged 
I six  eight.  Ms  Black  would 
I like  to  move  to  Hertfordshire 
to  be  nearer  her  ijunily  and  a 
wider  range  of  hospitals, 
j Friends  have  suggested  she 
I wight  need  to  rent  out  her 
house  as  a step  towards  ac- 
quiring the  larger  home  she 
requires. 

"Tm  desperate  to  move," 
she  said.  She  feels  her  house's 
position,  on  a wain  road,  anrt 
the  work  sbe  has  been  told 
needs  to  be  done  have  de- 
terred potential  buyers.  She 
also  knows  a move  south 
would  be  difficult. 

IT  the  echoes  of  the  19B0s  be- 
come much  stronger,  the 
Evanses  may  congratulate 
themselves  on  having  made 
their  move  south  just  In  time. 
Wither  the  ripple  eShet  win 
eventually  help  Ms  Black  is 
another  matter. 

Tomorrow;  The  lommn 


Clarke  v George  Fewer  families  suffer  repossession 

- ~~  ■■  — : CML  director  general  tradetheirwayontoCmort’  redaction  in  mortgage  ln~ 

■ I ■ Teresa  Hunter Michael  Coogan  com-  gage  debts.  The  large  fall  in  terest  relief  or  Income  Sap- 

mented:  "It  has  taken  a arrears  and  possessions  is  a port  for  mortgage  Inter- 

■ ■ fo  ^^HE  recovery  in  the  very  long  time  for  the  breath  of  fresh  air  which  est,”  Mr  Coogan  said. 

I housing  maricet  has  led  recovery  in  the  housing  goes  beyond  onr  Labour  faonslng  spokes- 
I 11  ■ I to  a dramatic  fall  of  market  to  feed  throngh  to  expectations.'*  man  Nick  Raynsford 

the  repossession  flgnres, 
bnt  at  long  last  borrowers 
are  begiiulng  to  he  able  to 

Burden  eased 


Larry  Elliott 
Economics  EcBtor 

CH.\NCELLOR  Kenneth 
Clarke  may  be  forced  to 
spend  the  months  lead- 
ing up  lo  the  election  fending 
off  increasingly  vocal  de- 
mands from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land for  higher  interest  rates, 
it  emerged  yesterday. 

sinunering  dispute  be- 
^Tr  Clo^e  and  Baak 
governor  Eddie  George  burst 
into  the  open  when  the  Trea- 
sury disclosed  a widening 
gulf  between  the  two  men  at 
their  meeting  in  December. 

.At  the  pre-Ciiristmas  discus- 
.‘«ion.  tite  (".hancellor  riveted 
Mr  George's  .argument  that  a 
failure  to  put  up  borrowing 
costs  by  percentage  points 
immediately  would  bring 
B;)nk  calls  for  an  even  bigger 
rise  in  the  new  year. 

City  anaiyst.s  said  that 
while  there  were  signs  of  an 
increasing  rift,  the  Chancel- 
lor would  be  able  to  use  the 
recent  strength  in  .sterling  as 
.1  reason  for  leaving  rates  on 
hold  until  the  election  is  over. 

.According  to  the  minutes, 
Mr  George  said  that  to  stand  a 
realistic  chance  of  hitting  the 
‘J.5  per  cent  inflation  target  In 
two  years'  time,  "the  B-ank 
was  fairly  confident  on  foe 
basis  of  the  present  evidence 
that  Interest  rates  would  need 
to  rise,  certainly  by  0.5  points, 
in  the  next  few  months". 


Underside 


Dan  Atkinson 


Labour  has  its  own 
views  on  replacements 
for  out-solBg  Securities 
and  Investments  Board 
chairman  Sir  Andrew 
Large,  we  hear.  Should 
Blair  & Co  reach  office  in 
time  to  name  the  successor, 
it  seems  Richard  Farrant. 
chief  emeentive  of  the  Sow- 
rities  and  Futures  Author- 
ity. would  be  front-runner. 

Just  behind  is  Phillip 
Thorpe,  chief  of  fund'-maa- 
asement  regulator  Imro; 
the  brothers  like  him, 
though  they  fmd  him  a lit- 
tle brash  (ie  Antipodean). 

Nowhere  in  sight  is  third 
regulator  Colette  8owe  of 
the  Personal  Investment 


The  Chancellor  said  that 
while  economic  data  showed 
"healthy  gro«*th  in  tte  econo- 
my . . . this  was  in  line  with 
expectations  and  foe  pace  was 
not  speeding  up". 

Mr  Clarke  believes  that 
while  the  recovery  is  steady, 
it  in  no  way  resembles  the 
boom  of  the  late-i980s. 

in  the  past  week,  both  foe 
Chancellor  and  the  Governor 
b.ave  made  it  clear  that  they 
have  not  changed  foeir  minds 
since  their  meeting  on  De- 
cember 11.  They  are  on 
course  for  a ETesh  clash  next 
Wednesday. 

Both  NIr  Clarke  and  Mr 
George  could  take  some  com- 
fort Erom  a report  on  con- 
sumer spending  released 
today  by  Business  Strategies, 
the  forecasting  group.  The 
surv'ey  showed  that  while  con- 
sumer spending  was  Likely  to 
expand  faster  this  year  than  at 
any  time  since  foe  boom  of 
1987  and  1988.  foe  growth  in 
consumer  confidence  bad 
slowed  across  thecouiitry- 

Thc  nub  of  the  argument 
between  the  two  men  centres 
on  the  role  of  sterling  in  keep 
Ing  inflation  in  check.  Mr 
Clarke  betieves  that  the  stron- 
ger pound  will  hold  doum 
prices  by  making  imports 
cheaper  and  forcing  exporters 
CO  keep  costs  in  check,  while 
Mr  George  says  a higher  ex- 
change rate  will  have  little  ef- 
fect on  inflationary'  pressures 
in  the  domcsitic  economy. 


Authority.  Bat  then,  all 
she's  done  is  create  a new 
agency,  pnt  the  wind  up  as- 
sorted con-men  and  make  a 
real  difference  to  the  lives 
of  ordinary  people. 

IRONY,  the  leitmotif  of 
our  troubled  times,  has 
hit  the  Investor's  Chronj- 
cle.  The  front  of  this  week’s 
Issue  screams  "Bosses  Who 
Inspire'',  with  a photomon- 
tage of  men  in  salts,  includ- 
ing cx-Eurotunneller  Sir 
Alastair  Morton.  A table  in- 
side shows  Eurotunnel 
shares  have  dived  88  per 
cent  since  he  took  charge; 
Inspirational,  or  what?  As 
one  cynic  observed:  "In- 
spire what?  Hatred?" 

The  City's  ring  of  steel 
was  extended  at  the 
weekend,  with  a new 
checkpoint  in  Aldersgate 
Street.  But  what's  this  nar- 


Toresa  Hunter 

The  recovery  in  the 
housing  maricet  has  led 
to  a dramatic  fall  of 
. nearly  a quarter  In  the 
I number  of  families  losing 
I their  homes  through  repos- 
session. according  to  fig- 
I ores  released  yesterday  ^ 

I the  Council  of  Mortgage 
I Lenders. 

Lenders  seized  18.460 
I properties  during  the  last 
I six  months  of  1996  --  the 
' lowest  flgore  for  flve  years. 
During  the  year  as  a whole, 
42.560  families  lost  their 
homes,  fewer  than  any  year 
since  the  end  of  the  house 
price  boom  in  1989. 

Rising  house  prices,  foil- 
ing unemployment  and  low 
interest  rates  have  helped 
to  rednee  sharply  the  num- 
bers of  borrowers  with  seri- 
ous mortgage  arrears  from 
83,200  at  the  end  of  1995  to 
67.020. 


I sMve  ottif-' 
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1990  91  83  93  94  95  96 


traile  their  way  oat  of  mort- 
gage debts.  The  large  fall  in 
arrears  and  possessions  is  a 
breath  of  SiWh  air  which 
goes  beyond  onr 
expectations." 

The  sharp  foil  means  that 
repossessions  are  nmning 
at  half  their  level  daring 
the  worst  of  the  housing 
market  slump.  In  1991 
6,500  families  were  iosiiig 
their  homes  each  month. 

Flgnres  poblished  by  the 
Lord  Chancellors  depart- 
ment yestertoy  confiraed 
that  coart  repossession 
actions  were  at  their  lowest 
since  1988. 

But  lenders  stressed  the 
fragile  nature  of  the  hoas- 
ing  market  recovery  which 
could  tom  to  costard  at  any 
hint  of  hostile  government 
Intentions.  "The  prospects 
of  higher  interest  rates  In  i 
1997  could  slow  the  im- ' 
provement  in  arrears  and 
possessions,  partzcnlarly  if 
comb'med  with  any  fhrtber 


redaction  in  mortgage  in- 
terest relief  or  Income  Sap- 
port  for  mortgage  Inter- 
est,” Mr  Coogan  said. 

Labour  faonsing  spokes- 
man Nick  Raynsford 
pointed  oot  that  more  thaw 
one  million  people  had  lost 
their  home  through  repoe- 
sesston  since  1990. 

"Even  today,  with  repos- 
session Sgnres  now  well  be- 
low their  1991  peak,  the 
problem  remains  a massive 
one." 
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Britons  to  slip 
behind  Irish  in 
wealth  stakes 


PHOTOGRAPHS  DCN  lUtoPie  AMI  GARY  WEASER 


Sarah  Ryle 

IRELAND  is  set  to  outstrip 
Britain  in  the  prosperity 
stakes  ISO  years  after  the 
potab  flfoiine  ravaged  the 
country  and  entrenriied  its 
reputatum  as  Impoverished 
and  backward. 

. Irish  income  per  h^  will 
be  £6  higher  than  Britain's 
next  year,  according  to  data 
from  the  Westminster  Parlia- 
ment's economics  research 
division  published  today. 

This  would  push  the  UK 
down  foe  league  of  economic 
success,  ftirther  denting  pride 
whi^  took  a knock  from  the 
Italian  sorposso.  or  overtak- 
ing, in  the  1980s.  Britain  now 
ranks  I6tb  In  the  world,  be- 
hind countries  like  Iceland, 
Austria,  Australia  and 
Sweden,  according  to  the  Cab- 
inet Office. 

Plaid  Cymru,  the  Welsh  na-  ■ 
tionalist  party  that  commis- 
sioned foe  study,  said  Ire- 
land's success  supported  its 
argument  for  a Welsh 
govemmenL 

Da^dd  Wl^ey.  partypresi- 
dent  and  MP  for  Caernarfon, 
said;  Traland's  growth  rate  is  , 
running  at  over  6 per  cent  for  ' 
the  fourth  sreor  in  succession,  i 
tprice  the  rate  of  foe  UK.  If 
this  trend  continues,  foe  Irish 
Republic's  economy  will  leave 
tte  UK  trailing  in  its  wake 
before  the  millennium." 
Welsh  domestic  output  is 
also  forecast  to  grow  more 
quickly  than  the  rest  of  the 


News  in  brief 


UK,  but  while  Ireland’s  GDP 
per  head  In  1998  is  estimated 
at  £12,338,  the  Welsh  ngure  Is 
£10.762  compared  to  the  ov»- 
an  UK  figure  oT  £12,332. 

Plaid  Cymru  said  foe  re- 
search Strengthened  the  case 
for  an  Independent  Wales 
erating  freely  within- the 
European  Union. 

The  Irish  Embassy  in  Lon- 
don welcomed  the  findings.  A 
spokesman  pointed  to  strong 
economic  indicators  — <xmr 
sumer  spending  grew  by  g per 
cent  lost  year  olmigside  inn^ 
tion  1.6  per  cent  and  GDP 
this  year  Is  set  to  grow  by  e.s 
per  cent  against  2.2  per  cent 
infiation. 

He  said:  "We  are  not  at  Ml 
surprised.  The  education  sys- 
tem in  Ireland  Is  aigutiily 
better  than  it  is  in  the  UE  airi 
we  have  had  a lot  success 
in  attracting  inward 
investment." 

He  added  that  up  to  1.S  per 
cent  of  last  year’s  GDP 
grontb  rate  could  be  attrib- 
uted directly  to  EU  fiindii^. 

it  '^ust  one  factor"  in 
the  nation's  success. 

Plaid  Cymru's  figures  were 
based  on  Eurostat  national 
comparisons  updated  with 
OECD  data  from  1996.  They 
used  1993  prices  adiusted  for 
purchasing  power  parity. 

Nigel  Pain,  of  foe  Natkmal 
Institute  of  Economic  and 
Social  Research,  said  that  Ire- 
land was  on  course  to  out- 
perform the  UK  but  be  was 
surprised  by  foe  speed  of  the 
process. 


Robinson’s  sell-by 
date  for  hotels 

GERRY  Robinson,  chairman  of  Granada,  pledged  yesterday 
that  the  group’s  £1  billion  sale  of  its  Bxelualve  hot^  chain 
would  be  completed  by  the  end  of  March. 

Mr  Robinson,  who  acquired  the  hotels  during  last  year's 
£3B  billion  takeoverofForte,  said  he  xvas  very  encouraged  by 
progress.  To  date  it  has  sold  three  hotels. 

Speaking  after  Granada’s  annual  meeting  in  London  yeste^ 
day.  Mr  Robinson  insisted  that  US-based  IQlton  Hotels  Corpora- 
tion's $10.5  bfllicai  bid  for  ITT  Sheraton,  announced  on  Monday 
night,  could  drive  prices  even  higher.  — Ian  JKtng 


Reed  picks  up  legal  titles 

REED  Elsevier,  foe  .^^ido-Dutcb  publishing  group,  has  picked  up 
a clutch  cfle^  publications  from 'IhomsoQ  Corp.  Ihe  sale 
follows  Tbomsoo’s  acqulsitioa  of  West  Publishing.  The  tides, 
which  indude  US  Supreme  Court  reports,  generate  sales  of  about 
$50  millloD  (£31  million)  a year  and  are  already  sold  electronically 
throu^  Reed’s  Lexls-Nezis  dirisfon.  ^ Usa  Bidckine/tam 


Northern  Rock  savers  face  windfall  wait 


Kchard  Miles 

Northern  Rock  custom- 
ers must  wait  until  early 
March  for  details  of  their 
windfall  paj’outs.  foe  building 
society  said  yesterday. 

About  1 million  savers  and 
borrowers  are  expected  to 
receive  free  shares  worth  be- 
tween £750  and  £1.000  when 
Northern  Rock  floats  on  the 
stock  market  in  October. 

A similar  number  of  Bristol 
& West  customers  are  set  to 
benefit  from  foe  building  sod- 


row  strip  of  road  running 
through  the  steel  ring?  How 
very  British.  An  antl- 
terrorlst  harrier  with  a 
cycle  path. 

OPEN  letters:  Dear  im- 
perial Tobacco,  con- 
grats on  buying  Rlzla. 

can  we  have  Cat  Golden 
Bar  back  please?  . . . Dear 
Prosties,  spare  BTs  hand- 
some new  phone  kiosks  and 
plaster  your  business  cards 
on  a deserving  target  (like 
"branded"  pubs)  . . , Dear 
Rheingold  Club.  Mayfair, 
good  luck  with  the  share 
sale  — any  company  whose 
chairman  is  alM  "artistic 
director"  deserves  to  suc- 
ceed . . . Dear  Foreign 
Office,  that  eight-times 
overestimate  of  Switzer- 
land’s Nazi  gold  uas  a 
howler,  wasn't  it?  Have  an- 
other try  at  bombing  the  j 
Swiss  franc  to  head  off 


et}'’s  takeover  by  foe  Bank  of 
Ireland,  with  the  average 
saver  of  more  than  two  years' 
standing  due  for  £I.OOO  in 
cash  and  borrower  due  tor 
£250  in  preference  shares. 

Northern  Rock's  managing 
director  Christopher  Sharp 
said  the  society  would  pub- 
lish its  transfer  document  in 
the  first  week  of  March,  with 
a special  general  meeting 
scbeduled  for  oiid-ApriL  The 
document  will  contain  Qie 
Grst  formal  valuation  of  foe 
new  cominu^,  expected  to  be 
about  £1  billion. 


But  bfr  Sharp  refused  to  say 
wbetlwr  tbe  society  will  band 
out  a fixed  amount  of  shares 
to  aO  members,  or  pay  a vari- 
able distribution  based  on  a 

saver's  2IOCOUnt  halanr^i , . 

Alliance  & Leicester,  wbicb 
plans  to  float  in  AptiL  pro- 
voked a storm  of  protest  fh>m 
its  most  customers  by 
offerlDg  all  members  a fiat- 
rate  bonus. 

Northern  Rock  reported  a 
14  POT  cent  rise  to  pre-tax 
profits  to  £167.5  million,  while 
assets  grew  by  19  per  cent  to 
£13.7  billion. 


EMD-triggered  capital 
flight  from  Germany  <and 
this  time  — no  foilurel)  . . . 
Dear  NatWeat,  Love  yoor 
EMU  guide,  especially  sec- 
tions six  and  seven  (both, 
er,  blank) . . . 


Still  on  the  Nazi  gold 
front.  Panl  A.  Volcker 
— ex-chairman  of  the 
US  fetteral-reserve  board  — 
wings  into  Zorich  today  as 
boss  of  the  committee  prob- 
ing dormant  accoonts  of 
Holocaust  victiiiia.  Mr  V. 
was  reportedly  threatening 
resignation  If  UBS  Gailed  to 
explain  why  tt  tried  to 
shi^  vital  documente.  We 
hope  he  sticks  it  ont  and 
brings  the  gnomes  to  heel, 
even  if  they  joke  about  his 
middle  name  (cine:  it’s  A- 
OLF). 

Buy  Southampton 
inherit  a family. 
Buried  in  the  footb^ 
dab’s  reverse-takeover 
documents  is  9 Burton 
Road,  a Rent  Act-protected 
let  occupied  by  an  BO-year- 
old  paying  jost  £4  a week. 
The  daoghter  is  believed  to 
have  succession  rights. 


Fmsv  * kit  ■!  a cbuiaaie? 

Make  your  next  buainess  trip 
serious  fun. 

Evwy  bms  you  step  omt  al  HoUsy  kvx  you're  deteQ  s lot  rmre  tnen  just  taMVsj  yourseV 
irt  ter  B warm  wateoma  and  m oomtertat^  room  Much  mans  If  you  orver  olt  EiaeuOwe 
EytiwagaraB  cornpettSon.  rtre  from  is  January  to  15  Sepiembv  1997.  youl 
receiva  an  irietant  souvenir  arid  pemepa  earn  one  or  twn  of  iTie  fundreds  of  e«eflir^ 
al9-q  Via  way  Wool  .and  breaks,  ter  enarruala.  or  free  car  leniai.  kwLiy  tugg^e. 
cogoo  of  wtne  or  Surxtey  brunel-ies.  IHe  top  pdaa  Is  a week  of  An  m HoPywood  for 
yoj  and  llw  temiy.  Ybu  dent  heve  to  etey  vuNh  us  or  be  a Plenty  Club  member  lo 
eniar.  but  ine  ^ecal  beneflte  that  go  with  membership  ovtelrriy  rreike  N worth  yen- 
wMa  And  they  fygtp  add  some  senous  fun  to  your  bueteees  travel 

Ror  regervaUons  at  over  240  hotels  tn  Europe,  tee  Middle  end  Africa. 
eaU  tonJres:  0800  007  121. 


Sorfld  daUte  e(  prizes  I 


I abotil  pilmay  Quby 

la:  • Cai  us  m ou*  U-free  ruriber  toove 
* E-rnal  la  M eaiwOLaiLijimjuiiflrvetfarw 

on  -r  m~  in  r urirni  r niiwxfun. 

UdBiK  BjdM  SL7  IVY,  UK 
•Far  tea  Moon  n (*4ari«ae  dvaoTT 


7»e* FifWNamB- Sunam*- ' ^ 


PevcMA' CMWy 

Lonpioee  eremneo-  Enpie.  o Rsnen  a iWrMte  3 Okjkte  n 


8 MONTHS  OF  CHALLENGE  AND  SPECTACULAR  PRIZES 

6*  •OSfb'HWWI  ePlf* 


coy 


lip 

'in  . 


lj;gj»uardiaiti  Thursday  January  30  1997 

Racing 


^^mpion  jocl^r  expects  to  return  by  the  end  of  next  month.  Chris  Hawkins  reports 

McCoy  sets  a date  for  comeback 
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Rugby  League 


Lions  needing 
nines  lives 
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Chris  HaMwklns 


Tony  McCOY  has  pen- 
cUleil  in  WUicanton’s 
meeting  on  February 
20  as  the  likely  date 
tor  his  return  to  the  saddle 
alter  breaking  his  collarbone 
«nd  shoulder  blade  in  a thll 
last  week. 

“The  collarbone  should 
lake  tw'o  and  a half  to  three 
weeks  and  if  the  shoulder 
heals  as  quickly,  ru  be  back 
by  the  end  of  February  anrf 
have  no  trouble  in  making  the 
Cheltenham  Festiv^!'  seid 
McCoy. 

Rough  Quest  is  among  103 
entries  announced  yesterdlay 
for  the  Martell  Grand 
National  despite  the  fact  he  Is 
currently  on  the  easy  list  with 
a leg  problem. 

Tterrj’  Casey,  his  trainer, 
has  not  given  up  hope  of  run- 
ning him  again  this  season 
and  will  know  more  next 
week. 

^ <\lso  among  the  entries  is 
Coomc  Hill,  sharing  ante-post 
fav-ourltism  at  14-1  with  Jo- 
dami  and  Dublin  Flyer. 

C-Dome  Hill  Is  due  to  run  for 
the  First  time  in  over  two 
months  in  Saturday's  Ag& 
Handicap  Chase  at  Sandown 
but  his  participation  depends 
on  the  ground. 

Walter  Dennis,  the  geld- 
ing’s trainer,  had  someone 
walking  the  track  iresterday 
aClemoon  and  if  the  going  is 
any  worse  than  go^  then 
Coome  Hill  Is  likely  to  wait 
for  either  the  Greenidl  Grand 
National  Trial  at  Haydock  on 
February  22  or  the  Racing 
Post  Chase  at  Remptoo  on  the 
same  day. 

•lim  Old  will  also  walk  the 
Sandoam  track,  which  has 
been  watered  for  nearly  a 
week,  to  make  sure  the  going 
is  not  too  East  for  Collier  Bay 
who  is  due  to  reappear  in  the 
Agfa  Hurdle. 

Ground  cooditons  are  eas- 
ier in  Ireland  where  The  Grey 


PHOTOGRAPH:  PRANK  BMkOM 


Over  the  1a$t . . . Five  To  Seven  takes  the  fbnce  in  front  bnt  finishes  ranner-np  at  ^ndsor  yesterday 


Monk,  Jodami  and  Belmont 
King  are  the  three  intended 
Rn^L«;h  runners  in  Sunday's 
Hennessy  Cognac  Gold  Cup  at 
Leopardstown. 

With  Imperial  Call,  DanoU 
and  Merry  Gale  in  the  fidd 
this  should  be  the  most  infor- 
mative Gold  Cup  trial  so  for. 

At  Leicester  yesterday.  Red 
Blazer  looked  a class  act 
when  winning  the  hotly  con- 
tested Novice  Hordle  and  is 
now  on  course  for  Chelten- 


ham. Henrietta  ifnigVii  thinirg 
a lot  of  Red  Blazer  and  it 
looks  as  if  Bustino  geld- 
ing could  fulfil  expectations 
in  the  Sun  Alliance  Hurdle  at 
the  big  meeting. 

Certainly  Jamie  Osborne, 
who  rode  him,  was  impressed 
and  comment^  “The  way  he 
travelled  in  the  straight  was 
like  a Rons  Royce.  He’s  got 
the  speed  to  win  at  two  miles 
hut  I two  and  a half  is 
his  trip." 


Juyush  to  make  Osborne  the  toast  of  Towcester 


Hon  CMC 


JAMIE  OSBORNE  looks 
the  jockey  to  follow  at 
Towcester  today.  He  could 
come  away  with  five  win- 
ners if  everything  goes  to 
pla^  and  toe  banker  is 
Juyush  in  the  Drayton 
House  Novice  Hordle. 


A Champion  Hurdle 
enfry,  Jnynsb  (2.S0>  won  by 
seven  lengths  on  his  debut 
over  timber  at  Newton  Ab- 
bot. Be  was  a 70,000gn6 
purchase  off  the  Plat  and 
conld  go  a long  way 
towards  justifying  that 
price  tag. 

Whattabob  (3.00)  looks 
another  likely  short-priced 


winner  for  Osborne.  He 
has  good  chances  cm 
Whitebonnet  (1.30),  who 
goes  well  at  <~hi«  course.  No 
More  Hassle  (3.30).  who  is 
handicapped  to  brat  Ambi- 
dextxons  on  a line  of  form 
through  Baasm.  and  (kml 
As  A Cucumber  (4.30).  who 
has  reportedly  been  woiic- 
ing  well  at  lambonm. 


Andy  Wilson  in 
Townsville,  where 
Great  Britain  are 
feeling  the  heat 

TOWNSVHXE.  venue 
for  this  weekend’s 
Super  Le^tie  World 
Nines,  Is  cowboy 
country  and  the  Great  Brit- 
ain squad’s  first  night 
together  in  the  North 
Queensland  capital  was 
spent  at  a rodeo  and  barbe- 
coe  organised  for  the  12 
competing  nations.  The 
bulls  were  big.  ugly  and 
mean,  and  none  of  the  local 
riders  lasted  longer  than 
five  seconds:  yet  after  two 
training  sessions  in  32C 
(90F)  heat  and  90  per  cent 
bamidlty.  a few  of  the 
lAons  were  prepared  to  con- 
sider trading  places. 

Barrie-Jon  Mather,  one 
of  eight  in  the  14-man  party 
who  experienced  the  hu- 
midity of  Papua  New 
Guinea  last  autumn,  and 
who  has  since  spent  two 
months  In  pre-season  train- 
ing with  the  Western  Reds 
through  an  unnsnally  hot 
Perth  summer,  declared 
this  ”tougher  than  both,  far 
tougher”.  Tulsen  ToUett 
also  went  to  PNG.  and  ar- 
rived on  Tnesday  frt>m  the 
London  Broncos’  winter 
camp  near  Rockhampton. 
500  miles  down  the  Qneens- 
land  coast,  and  he  said: 
”lt*s  hot  there  but  this  is 
sometoingelse.” 

John  Benfiey  and  Stuart 
Spruce  hardly  had  the 
breath  to  speak.  They  had 
delayed  their  departure 
frtnn  toe  English  winter  be- 
cause of  vastly  different 
prior  engagements  last  Sat- 
urday: Bentley  was  playing 
rugby  iinicm  for  Newcastle. 
Spruce  was  getting  married 
in  Widnes. 


Both  have  only  one  more 
training  session  to  recover 
fruni  jet  lag  and  adjust  to 
toe  conditions  before  the 
tournament  starts  tomor- 
row with  Great  Britain  fac- 
ing a tricJ^  opener  against 
Tonga  and  another  evening 
game  against  South  Africa. 

Satui^y's  games  In  the 
heat  of  the  afternoon 
a^i^t  France  and  Japan 
will  be  a severe  test,  and 
that  evening  Britain  wUi 
face  New  Zeidand  In  their 
last  pool  game. 

Britain  have  been  written 
off  as  serious  contenders 
but  under  their  new  coach 
Andy  Gregory  they  are  ob- 
viously a much  happier 
bunch  than  the  players  who 
ended  a disastrous  tour  of 
New  Zealand  in  November 
with  five  defeats  out  of  five. 
'That  team  spirit  should  be 
enough  to  secure  one  of  the 
two  qualifying  spots  from 
their  six-team  group,  ai- 
toougfa  probably  not  to  beat 
a formidable  Australia  in 
the  finals  on  Sunday. 

Far  fit>m  attempting  to 
hide  the  dtfQcnltles  and 
dangers  presented  by  the 
conditions.  Super  League 
has  exploited  them  by 
recruiting  Gatorade  as 
sponsor  and  allowing  the 
American  sports  drink  man- 
ofocturer  to  conduct  tests 
on  the  players’  Quid  loss. 

“A  player  with  dehydra- 
tion may  suffor  dysentiy’. 
headaches,  nausea,  cramps 
and  lethal^,”  the  medl<^ 
officer  Dr  Hugh  Hazard 
said  before  the  rodeo.  Oh  to 
be  trampled  by  a bull. 

• Great  Britain's  captain 
Andy  FarrelL  the  Wigan 
forward,  expects  to  be  Fit 
after  a tUgh  injury. 

ORBAT  BRITAINi  A Fvr»ll  iWIgan. 
upl).  D Batts  lAuckltndl.  S Sprwea 
{Bradlaifl}.  C SMilh  (CatUtioidt.  J 
B—iHay  (NewcatllD  RU.  Halllul.  B-J 
Uaibar  (Parih).  K Sawler  iShetlleld). 
T Toltalt  iLondanl.  S Havtor  iSallwd).  ■ 
(Oldham).  I Hanla  (Wainng- 
lon).  T nartyR  (Si  HHenai  A Horiair 
(Laadai.  S llilala  (Wgan). 
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»iJ4aiBOCWfPAIBl(48)eeal0mg1U1l-0 

atfPK-  8alP«<lfl (178) JOB, 13-10-8  

Mgj-w  IWBIIIt8nV(S4mWiaBr1VI0-0  — gL  - ;- 

W15-IU  *XPI«S8iaA1«LC88»(8P)«Clrtl9-«WI  naailta 

Ml  TIPS:  VeMMi  ttarter  8,  WMMe  PM  7 

. .-U  VMingn  Wimev.  MSBIipiOa  S-1  ROWy  PNt.  MMM  PWA  W apwoTlM.  yWMM 

-S-TlWMaOsy  


5WMrwUOO8TAMAWDOPHa»HATB»C«aneM10ldi81,1ia 

OBAI(tnaOUI(8»CEB««lifr.1W ifJSSJSllTk 

SMOTiAVAWtSBjBDoHoiliS-ll-* 

0}  MWnMU8ie(44)D&Haell 0-11-4 

8Q||JUMlJP8yM3-1l-4  . 

TomwEJaiRofas-ii-i  — 

tMRBMKnUUjJMUMHM . 

1fOII«P«lOI»CBfoal»0-lt-4 

6*TM«M»C1*)0BIS«MI4-»J  .riwep 

0, Tea  Mb  4-1  tow Pilkw.  S-1  I MMC. 6-1  ObWi Gold,  7-1 M 617*1 
ur-iSoi*»H»P9«a**8- 

-.iwm  BmcBiT  tt  coDSlita'llig  an  aopcal  on  a (wo^nr  t«n  far  carcleas  fidtog 
lelcfWwsS^  WhlsperincDawB^wis 

JSjnilKrt  ID t^hM^nMvrWBluntPRVod Hall  In ifio Ctatnwood Horlce 
iiintflhir^. 


Results 


lOyda  HdW  1.  I» 
ne  l8->  t*v|:  ^ CMaani 
iMoniaRt(»-i)  l^rin. 
tioM)  Tolo.  CS.1Di  C1.10, 

I f C 16.78.  Trim  81680 

ntRIrOr,  SirallMilnMDr 
i,mecuwi9w.via. 
, SbMWiir  i»-ii;  a,  HM 
Sian  :.4.(Wat»|To»e 
) L'l  oa.  Dual  F;  cs.80. 
itm.37.  _ 

ordp  Oid*  1* 

n (7-31.  S*  XeA  To  TBo 

linl)eAB-(8-llav|-7rin 

un)  TuiK  c<Laa  om. 
iCSF.ciaos. 
e wiAlteLMS  WAV,  P 
MwMMOo*  HaM  {^lk 
awN  Id'll.  ISIS' 
rDiBK0o.ci60.iaw. 
C4S.80.  C7  30.  CSF; 

PRiamVB  waMV.  J F 

II  13  ran.  X K (*«  » 

I.C36U  czmcl.n  OMI 

43  40  eSP;  C48.98  Mt- 


4.10  48  lOepM  HjSO^ 

UMO,  M Fonor  16-11:  S.  BtaBMMW 

(9-1):  a.  WaaoBiriRW  (11-4  tav>^  Ata 

18-IJ.  18ian.H0.HCTl«mionjTi*ctt« 

C1.80.  E3S0.  Cl  10.  Dual  F-  Trio: 

GU  M.  C9F' CSS2S.  rrlcaoT  Hi  am. 

ouADPcmcrm 

PlAClPaTiCIS.00. 

WINDSOR 

1.Se  fMaJr  1,  PROUD  J 

eiraord  (8-1).  3.  ABwapw 
hm  bomm  (8-1).  <S4  uv  BMiaihip 
BRicfrIBRin  a(.6.(GMGCciirt|Tei8:C^: 
G3  ia  C4.7a  £250.  Dim)  F:  CST.BO  Trio: 
£162.00.  CSPiG67 18. 

GOD  (Sm  cep  1,  MLOMlim  D Wpbli 

ni-8).  llariMn  Sam  16.2):  a.  Sopor 
MtaBart  « ft*  S*etw  om.  i3^^ 
10.  ont  (M  Plpe)-Tol«.  CdiXt  CIJO.  Cl.M, 
em.  Dual  F.  nao.  tno:  caom  csf: 
n4.13.NR:SaMK«SrnB.  • 

3.80  (im  er  1 tepWa  HdMSi  1,  ■■ew»' 
Mcmi8*>  Mr  R WaUay  (10-1):  2.  M 
HMMV  18-1):  »,  CaBMBjivil;  ^ Mp 
V*M  up  138-1).  21  ran.  6.  (K  Batioy) 
Tout:  Gil  Kfe  Ce40.  Ct.60.^W.  giM  F: 
Cwmn  Trto.  Gl66.ia  CSF.  GES2T.  TiieaoC 
£»786. 

BJOiawOipl.liAiqittl  IPIRTTI^ 
Bym  (18-21;  8,  «*•  Tn  Smm*  (7-2  JiJ. 
Mv)iO.RM4*LUna(7-2|iil-tav)  liraiLX. 


aOO  Bwparlar  Paroa 


iwniiiniii  lawiri 


RpMWi  6k  hrwOeOi  a(Mr  ftMOifa  eeaei  daitfM46oHkMae1i4MleidBi6 
1 .SO  AIBBOA  SmSK  SanCM  IW  S 88,189 
eei-Q  ■HWMK  STAB  (14)  (oq  P Hedaw  0-10-0 


54015-0  ZIBW  n.TBICt8>(C)e  L Ueore  6-0-5 
«KM4  »ARaBII0WAC18)CCa)ABllBr**3' 
48430  JU.M8LU.(7)-l-lB 


iiesmAfclUM.((«}80'SW»wi»«8 — Dmw* 

48058- IUSBaUTTaUR8(180)LllBi«i6M»M4M  — _.JVIRntt 
lttaD»-ae(BimciS)(C3>.HMI8WiM0  84-8 BHelMe 
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8 
8 

7 

8 
8 

18  (BIIM8  8A7WfOliaiir(8)OfruiOoiB«-0-4 
11  iS8«8-mi*tiRauw7a)B8iMio-o-3.. 

18  <MBMH8aRVARAim(18)JFklteM4-7-12 
18  «98HITUUBBUt18)CRlNi7-7'  ~ 

14  doaMO  ■niUIRIBaiB(7)HCeaiRFld9i6-7-10 
18  OMOWBIMIRQa  BUM  (I^WUiaMl  4-7-10 


jiiMnr(S)s* 

■ClWeHBI 

-JSaafaar 


OMSS  SAPPIMl  BON  (7)  K)  P CRlM  5-84 

ioo»- srowi  omDcisi)  R Bibib  < 


JAdMlB 
,.JRRat*iC7)8* 
..eCBMlB 
-8  ore-ill* 
JIB>Miad(7)8 


8M<i(»4SMWi«8W,6-iaillMNOM.WlAIHMI,OeoM7-iniMF6w.6-1SaepW*8an.»-) 

Senyi  UNI*.  10-1  TeinnGt.Be0iKN6M.  IBnamwe 


2.20  ( 1 118  BTAKP  8f  88,881 

1 1406-11  UUSAKr(m(GO)PHMtei04 

8 040866  ROW  RAQIC(18)(CB)LMUlfaliMi  US  6*8 

8 004-80)  TRBrRRKTPMWPflWWWTWWrl-a.? 

4 X-IUTjJwAn  4-6-7 

8 OODOO-I  JBn8RMBB(8}(D)Jen«0wS4-3 
TOP  M8H  IPS  (BBa  BaW  ^ Bfaa  mue  7 

BeWM 4-0 UnaeeL7-srBOelkole. 6-1  JuPniMhB. 7-1  The FitfartaM.  10-1  X-Rp  Si 


2SO  auMO  RAMI  STARm  870 1M  C8.SW 

1 KHOMSWIIMO-O  - 

8 0-04  IRBBMPMWLMrasWTWIM 

8 5663  ALWUltUDGaapmO-O 

4 08-KA7M(187)6O9*6e., 

5 4-PASnCIW541}7WBM 

TOP  MR  IPS  MBdM  I,  aortHa  7 

BeMM  M PM88K.  6-a  AMUe.  0-3  RiBM«.  13-0  Leg  BeMuii.  P-l  Kqae. 
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3a20TaMrSTAfWPDaTIAmaTT1PnUBRIAPMIIAHBieAP1nieUM 

43-012  8M  aAfeiaf)0(pJ8r«par^73 PTMiUeea 


OOVH  IBnALeABLnWOS)(CS)(W)Gkl4oara64'11 
0100-04  8IPPimraieS(10(CD)MBSW«fn*6^  — 
sxn  soon  tpp  (18)  (C8)  J Brww  104-1 


6000-1  SIAIHNAIULaS)(CD}UFWlMnn-eaifa568-n  

SD4104)An0Ufm.7S71)BMa(8UO Me BaMlWWWO 4-0-10  WIRwO 

OMI-n  0«PI8BIW(0(QSKPoM6^ SSaaBeMI 

«■  TPS  Baa  SMiW  ••  RpM  cart— 7 


Bwa— 11-4  RanoBN  u.  6-i  itorel  CwMn,  7-2  Oea  Dmbo.  O-i  8mb  Tcrv,  o-i  Swcriw  FMce.  n« 
BfOw.  H>i  AtaebieliWMrwo.  7na— 


3SO  UAMIDBA  samiCBP  1IB0  oM 

1 018680  cmw PURI <W<C)(B1LIIU IBP*  ww a- IM VIRae4 

8 44)0001- AIBfATBWAPPTqaOPaiQwrKlRiaaj  I 5 10 
8 00503-8  4IIM111IARTWSRavm(W}KBHrt8  4 ~ 

4 1005-44  ABAn(8)(C0DCawa«eO-^11 

TQPnRH  IPS  CSV  Ni — 8.  Sen  Tiaa  VPa  b— 7 
8aW— 1 1-10  Slav  Pmv  64  Alwaie  1BCP7- 4-1  Here  TMrrau  K—r.  7-1  Arm  . 


•ms 


4.2OlPRIUDWBUIPAPA1PIWI8U8W0'llAIPICAPlMP8a,8i8 

1 QS)0S0-aCAReMCHARW(n]:jfawee7-1V7  PaLbMf 

1 oo-ooa  IIAIDIAL(7)(8P)DIMne73Mi4-71-a  , I _ , , RImBS— {8)7 

a 0146-40  SMBAZ(T)PPlR7MJaiS-W-R  RBaJARnelO* 

4 215W-9W7A(0)  (GO  DUcUn  6-10-11  ■ atMB(S)8 

8 060-001  lARALBE(10<G8OnReMr6-1O4 TRiCwSil* 

8 000-460  CAPrAPMIHUUBI(7)CB8)07llawO-«-6  BboBJwHa4* 

7 0580-66  aADae<B)ABaM)iO-1D-4 , , MeeALI 

8 06(44-66  118868  PermSeuWA-IO-* 

■ 21663-0  DORTBRQP8OM8(10(C)mDTIleMO'1O-1 

IP  086521  8aVALABCUDi(8flO(<9RCMaB-1l6e 

TOP  I4PH  IPS  bMa  S Mb  7,  Cm  Cm  GhwOe  9 

MaM6-12omiM(,7-2CMiCwap8t.6-lfBUal.7-iDDn10raoBanfai.8l«re&6-1ftDw1AMB, 
10-1  GHoe,  10-1  CwMn  MwiMlade.  10  rwwara 


# Blinkered  for  the  first  time:  LINGFIELD  LSO  Tamandu. 
TOWCESTER:  1.30  Derrys  Prerogative;  3.30  Bob’s  Floy. 

• Graham  McCourt,  former  top  jumps  jockey,  eojojed  his 
first  lioable  since  he  retired  to  become  a trainer  two  seasons 
ago  with  victories  from  Proud  Image  and  Hawaiian  Youth  at 
Windsor  yesterday.  McCourt  recorded  nine  irins  during  his 
first  season  with  a licence  and  yesterday  moved  one  slurt  of 
that  total  for  the  current  campaign. 


i (Mra  M Joim)  Two:  G9.!9:  C1.M.  Cl  A 
fyipi  ptMi  F:  e&Ta  Trio:  B46.7a  CSF: 
Gai.66-Trieaat:  ai.57. 

UO  (2m  4f  lldla)i  1,  aeeUHDRRL,  s 
MctMIO  (6-6  M;  2.  4a«k  Ol890iar  (8-1X 

3,  RSw  RW  (r-<».  6 ran .89  ha.  9..  (M 

B8lley>Teto:C2.20; Cl  io. n oo. £180  Dual 
F;G3.eO.  TtiK  C2.ia.CSF'  C8.21. 

4.00  (SM  Sr  CMlI . HAWAHAH  VOm 
0 Fom  (5-B  |nt-tnl;  a,  Qwd  Per  A IpmoB 
(10-1 1;  8,  IS  CeMjMf  (S-2  jnUwi.  12 
laa  4,  10.  (6  UeCavti  TMk  £3.70.  Cl  80. 
£2  H.  E1.7D  DuP  F:  £34^0.  Trio:  £23.1(1 
eSF.Ca6.71.Tr1eaat  E8531. 

4.30  (sm  H8M)i  1*  HOVAL  ■VBNr.  D 
Fom  (2-it0vl;ftHmi8pa*(^i}:8»*mM 
McB  (7-1).  10  mn.  X.  6 (D  QandDilo)  Torn: 
CG.TA  CS.0.  C2-0a.  CZJa  oiar  F:  Ciom. 

Tilft  £21.60.  CSF'  £1426.  Trieatt  £36.67. 
QUADPOTlGom. 

PLAC90nC20.00. 

WOLVERNAHPTON 
1.20  dm  If  TOySa)!  1,  SOUTH  BA^ 
■HI  PHM  M Rlmnipr  IS-II;  2,  E8p  Jp 
(4>1  lovt:  3,  Barden  f i.'L'K’ 

SK.  1)(,  IH  CMBiiorWoej  Top:  aOJ’ 

G2.10  G2.00.  r^“»'  P.  £18.60.  Tm;  G81.30. 
C8P-  C3T.17.  Trieste  £166.16. 

IJO  (Tfp  1 . what  A PUBS,  J ^rt^l 

. (nWa*): «,  ilMreoha  (18-1):  ^ DM 
(^1).  4-1  iM-taw  Za^B.  17  tan.  1A  is.  (B 


a,  Beifafa  Oaear  (78-11: 3,  rmBiw 
» Law  (14-U  6 ran.  1A  3S  ID  Cna^ 
Tea;  QAI:  CI.IO.  CSJO.  OoaJ  F: 


HwiBivyl  Toa:  £Uft  £2.70.  (140,  ClZSa. 
OiMT  F:  C11  66.  Tita  £83,20  CSF;  £56^0. 
TriBal:&848.78. 

200  (SQi  1.  KALAR,  I,  Oiaffleek  (10-11 
a«);2,Da4faa(3awi 
BiawLaw" 
nan) 

£11.70  CSF:  due. 

2.80  dm  14  Te*dp>  1,  SUXS  VAUI 
TRIO,  D GrtHlOa  (8-^  8,  SMam  CetaBB 
(5-2  avc  3.  Mar  Realm  (11^1.  Stan.  25. 
IX  (R  HDillntfaaivToie:E7m;  £i  JD.  cm 
£2.70.  Dual  F:  £i060.  Trio:  ClOM.  CSF. 
£lU7.TrtcasttBe.79. 

300  {OQi  1,  THl  WVAHOOTTl  HIM.  J 
Ounn  (8-1)!  2,  Remera  IS  tReaeoy 
(13-2):  3.D0MlB9at  ASD-1  lav).  6 ran.  m 
ah  iKL  (R  Hooipsneae]  Tsie.  C4,10.  d-se. 
£2.10.  Cl.4a  Duel  P;  G730.  G3F;  C37SX 
TrttMt&fWJS. 

3.80  (ar)i  1.  ORUlfia  K Shed  (8-17:  % 
Prally  2RS  (1S-1):  8,  amertP  QaJm 
(2-1  Fav).  13  »n.  iS.  iX.  (P  Waphr)  1*^ 
G7.M  G2.70.  £6.70,  O.IA  P;  £S4a 
Trie:  £141.00.  CSP:  £07.68. 

4.80  d<R  1.  pawn  DANCRA 
Annony  Bond<»-i):  2,  raua^  sar  (8-17, 
a,StomoTMrty(a6-1).11-4fCvCire(e&lS 
ran.  9, 3.  (WBrrtbawneiTMV  Cl6  BO.  E33a 
GS.80.  GSOe,  DM!  F:  CSUO.  Trto:  £163J0. 
CSF;  caam  THesK  Cl  ,1 S S3 
QUADPOTlEIOja 
nAe8PaTtEae.n. 
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KOSS-0  MDKA1Da(B)J0i«mMW 

grai6aM8HBUB(61)W«A&m>*4flt.5-l64  

0 Hue  FLT  (12)  lln  5 HanerHaai  T-11-4 

aD5^FFUAir9iOIS(t0JPwae6-71-4  
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5)500-1  PAMACRAIBCCSnCPBtarl-IM 
K8NAIIIPPK(84)JNMPIS-1M 


-RReCBnBfCn 


P 


. . •»Rt 

QKH’«R(ieaAnSVElK(811JHDe«rej0iaBan6-1M P 

P LAPrOFRDa;(10)FBD««n7-1l6fl  ~-D 

0-0  PAPS  (BPS  Bee  s-p-o  jc 


..JSBTamRBW 
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25nie(«8)H)gRBndr4-io-e  

CDeAUTPriBnCKD(iPBIIP«e4-lO-2  .. 

68  TIPOSadMer  8,  Se  7,  Basd  pm  8 

9-2  6ated  FPk.  6-1  Pam  CBwIie.  11-7  kiJirtBi.  Fro.  T-i  En,  18-1  kfih  Baa. 


1.430  AMW  PAR  NAWAOB  CaiamONAL  JOCKETP  8B1JB6  PBAP  HlPDU  St  H 

01,888 

aOI  H1F36  IBiS7BP8HABAH(a)(D)(W>3Ne*int6-1V10 .TDaeeemBe* 
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50-01  mcMPflfaCGlMl-ID-r 


sot  F4(63CTWrAO(aB}CPrtar7'lO-4 

so?  «-0(IFSOUTBOOAn8rAR(1I)JHPMldJomBHl7-i6-5 BPRim 

SR  P80(6  eooL87M{4S)in;pMm5-ip-: acmp* 

SOB  FW»-N0PH>KM8(4B8)UltUKBndBI6-ll62-. 

TOP  fCPi  7Vfa  fMnmm  1^  Ttaav  7,  PamM  f 


11-4  FmanBii.  4-1  Hnlwn,  M 0«ar  Ismo.  6-1  Aame  Alfea.  Pnear’K  imb*.  7-1  Time, 

n-l  SorniCoBBlSa.  16-1  (MOam.lBenw King.  Bimvere 
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308  16  HRTBiaiAK (80)1*1  UATMievVIW PI 
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TO*  PWI-OOeHBBMAT(ipSRcUaBn6-1V7 BPvMi(0 

an  [K4«)-W  COWPOBAt  KRBCWOR (44) (M) U TcrtWWt  7-11-7 PCRMry 

808  FFWMB  DfPIATePATBRF  Klity  6-11-7 POm 

PARAU.T(8)HScecn*r7-11-7 DPhBm 

6 PPM llABBI(S0)l6t'1Sellti«* 7-11-7 JSmpR 

O-UOOaF  PBPTWa(*)Ml*6BmMn»Ml-7 RMer 

50-SPr  )(PRUPSMI(lf)HCWI64 7-11-7 W W TllBiiMei (8) * 

P)IPI6UlGll8ll(888)llFeEHesBregl6-iVT FPetren 

«44aR>8UIXmrPPIIPTT(8}6CBia  13-11-7 .TOBfUavCn 

«6FPBDOAIIE(lpUm5MIHnHen6-11-7 J(Te«(T) 
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406  IP6-S41  eWPIB8HPRB(6)(7Pm)UTo*iHvB-ll-< TCaterry 

4n  D-niM  mjeTr*PiPi(8O)jH0>v«j(4«9m6-ivi aemp 
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14  SPORTS  NEWS 


The  Guai^m  Tharsday  January  30 1997 


Soccer 


Premiership;  Manchester  United  2,  Wimbledon  1 


Cole’s  late  show  upstages  Crazy  Gang 


Ian  Ross 


ANCHESTER  Uni- 
ted stand  at  the  top 
of  the  Premiership 
fbr  the  Qrst  time 
since  mid-^ptember  despite 
enduring  an  evening  that 
thrrateoed  to  deny  them  the 
reward  their  efforts  deserved. 

With  14  minutes  left  they 
trailed  Wimbledon  but,  as  the 
evening’s  final  whisUe 
the  night  air,  they  bad  laid 
claim  to  a most  unlikely 
victorj’. 

After  Ryan  Giggs  had 
stooped  to  turn  in  a David 
Beckham  comer,  the  issue 
was  settled  by  the  substitute 
Andy  Cole,  who  swept  In  from 
close  range  with  six  minutes 
left  after  the  goalkeeper.  Sum- 
van.  had  succeeded  only  in 
parn'ing  a Solskjaer  drive. 

Al&x  Ferguson  may  have 
recently  hinted  at  his  possible 
retirement  but  there  is  still 
mischief  aplenty  left  in  the 
old  dog.  The  United  manager 
had  spent  the  24  hours  preced- 
ing this  match  telling  anyone 
that  would  listen  that  David 
Beckbam  would  be  absent. 

He  played,  of  course  be  did. 
So  did  Gary  Pallister, 
restored  to  h^th  after  a 
hamstring  liuury,  much  to 
the  reUef  of  both  his  club  and 
his  country. 

The  Theatre  otDreams  was 
strangely  muted  last  night  ^ 
until,  that  was.  United  began 
to  surrender  possession  often 
and  for  no  apparent  reason. 
Their  carelessly  misplaced 
passes  tended  to  infiiriate 
even  the  meekest  of  audi- 
ences: Old  Trafford  snarled 
its  disapprovaL 

However,  once  it  had  been 
established  that  Wimbledon 
were  content  with  the  occa- 
sional spirited  breakaway. 
United  shifted  Dp  through  the 
gears. 

Had  Giggs's  delivery  ftom 
the  left  touchline  been  even 
moderately  efiicient  the  eve- 
ning's competitive  edge 
would  have  been  removed  at 
an  early  sta^. 

It  was  not  and  despite  Can- 
tona’s subtle  touches  and 
Keane’s  peerless  work-rate, 
the  transformation  of  base 
metal  into  gold  simply  would 
not  come.  Certainly.  United 
had  their  chances  but  invari- 
ably shots  were  delivered 


On  the  bounce . . . United’s  Norwegian  forward  Ole  Gnnnar  Sobdgaer  is  robbed  of  the  ball  by  Wimbledon’s  Chris  Perry  at  Old  Trafford  last  night 


efther  in  haste  or  from  largely 
unsympathetic  angles. 

SolsI^aer's  splendid  diving 
header  in  only  the  sixth  min- 
ute and  Giggs’s  ferocious 
drive  from  distance  midway 
through  what  was  a fractured 
opening  half  just  may  have 
drifted  in  on  another  night. 


perhaps  a ni^t  when  fortone 
favoured  the  brave  and  not 
the  over-cautious. 

Having  failed  to  find  a way 
through  by  guile.  United  in 
the  shape  of  Solslgaer  opted 
fixr  a more  direct  approadi. 
His  venomous  shot  from  25 
yards  in  the  28th  minute  de- 


served a better  fate  than  to 
rebound  tamely  back  into 
play  off  the  face  of  the  cross- 
bar. The  young  Norw^ian 
striker  was  to  be  similarly  de- 
nied eight  minutes  later  when 
he  plou^ed  an  identical  fUr- 
row  to  steer  in  another  shot 
against  the  woodwork. 


As  a second  half  began  to 
unfold,  Wimbledon  b^an  to 
inch  forwards  out  of  their 
shelL  After  S4  minutes  Gayle’s 
chimnny  tOOk  him  away  frmn 
Pallister  and  his  shot  from 
just  outside  the  area  was  accu- 
rate- and  powerful,  but 
Schmeicbel  was  equal  to  the 


task,  diving  backwards  to  turn 
the  baft  on  to  the  crossbar. 

Then  the  roof  fell  in  on 
United.  Just  after  the  hour  a 
Kimble  comer  was  flicked  on 
leavli^  Perry  with  the  option 
of  either  scoring  or  embar- 
rassing He  chose  the 

former. 


PHOTOQRAPH : DAN  CHUNQ 
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netoreei  M Reed  (BinMnghain). 


Coca-Cola  Cup,  quarter-final  replay 

Southampton  1 , ^ockport  Ck)unty  2 

Mutch  makes 
instant  impact 
to  sink  Saints 


Martin  Tivorpe 


SECOND  DIVISION 

Stockport  were  at  It 
again  last  night,  coming 
from  n goal  down  to  beat  an- 
other Premiership  side  with  a 
goal  seven  minutes  from 
time.  They  meet  Middles- 
brough in  the  semi-rmaL 
When  Dinning  set  Arm- 
strong free  down  the  right, 
Boasant  came  out  to  half- 
block  the  shot  but  Andy 
Mutch,  with  his  first  touch 
after  coming  on  as  a substi- 
tute. popped  the  ball  over  the 
line. 

The  tie  had  contained  all 
the  ingr^ienls  fbr  an  upset. 
Stockport's  route  to  this  stage 
had  included  wins  over  their 
supposed  betters  Blackburn, 
West  Ham.  Sheffield  United 
and  Stoke.  And  Southampton, 
of  course,  had  demonstrated 
their  vulnerability  to  a 
banana-skin  by  losing  at  First 
Division  Reading  in  the  FA 
Cup. 

But  there  was  e\'idenee  that 
Stockport  were  feeling  the 
pace  as  they  approached  this, 
their  Nth  cup  tie  of  the  sea- 
son. .-^ftcr  Saturday's  FA  Cup 
defeat  by  Birmingham — only 
Count>‘'s  third  defeat  in  their 
last  31  games  — their  former 
striker  Kevin  Francis  noted 
that  hU  old  side  appeared  to 
have  little  left  In  the  tank. 

Their  octane  level  was  de- 
pleted further  last  night  by 
the  absence  through  injury  of 
the  skilful  midfidder  Mars- 
den.  and  eight  minutes  Into 
this  game  their  reserves  were 
drained  further  when  South- 
ampton went  ahead. 


The  scorer  was  Le  Tissier. 
doubtful  for  the  game  with  a 
virus  but  showing  no  ili-ef- 
fects  as  he  took  Neilson's 
cross  on  his  chest  and  in  the 
same  movement  swivelled 
with  familiar  poise  to  fire  a 
shot  past  Jones  from  10  yards, 
his  I3to  goal  of  the  season. 

County  rallied  well,  though, 
with  some  inventively  com- 
post football.  Si'iuthampton's 
alarm  bells  first  sounded 
when  Beasant’s  lardy  kick 
cannoned  offthe  charging  An- 
gell  and  ballooned  an  inch 
over.  Then  Flynn's  back-heel 
nearly  deceived  the  goal- 
keeper. who  minutes  later  did 
well  to  block  the  same  play- 
er's header  from  n comer. 

Southampton  emerged  after 
the  lnter\‘a]  looking  more  pos- 
iti\'e  and  purposeful.  Berko- 
vic  impishy  creating  in  mid- 
field with  a busy  but 
b^uillng  touch.  But  County 
rallied  again  and  in  the  56th 
minute  the  Portuguese  Ca- 
vaco  turned  smartly  16  yards 
out  onl)'  to  fire  straight  at 
Beasant.  Four  minutes  later 
the  visitors  went  closer  still, 
Armstrong  turning  and  shoot- 
ing from  10  yards  only  to  see 
Le  Tissier  of  all  people  calmly 
blocking  the  ball  on  the  Line. 

But  the  equaliser  arrived 
two  minutes  later,  Arm- 
strong's dick  feeding  Angell 
on  the  left  of  the  area  and  he 
shot  under  Beasant  for  his 
IStb  goaJ  of  the  season. 

Swotkaniwteiu  Boasant,  Van  Gonbal, 
Lundehvam,  Monhou  OaUoy.  Mosillen, 
Borkovic.  SUlor  iHuqnea.  BBmin),  NollMn. 
La  Tisalar.  Osunstaa. 

Slaokport  Cotmlyi  Jonoc  Connelly, 
Rynn,  Gannon,  TeOd  Cavaco.  PannoH. 
Dinning,  Durhan  iJelfera,  TO),  Angell 
(Muidi,  B4),  Arniaiiong. 

S Oimn  iBrIsiol) 


Another  £6m  worth  of  Coca-Cola 


COCA-COLA  has  signed  a 
£6  million  deal  to  con- 
tinoe  its  sponsorship  of  the 
Football  League  Cap  until 
the  1999-2000  seasoh. 

"\Vc  are  delighted  that 
we  g«n  continue  to  work 
with  Coca-Cola  in  promot- 
ing and  developing  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup,*’  said  the 
Football  League  chairman 
David  Sheepshanks,  who 
added  that  the  League  had 
also  received  “several 
other  highly  professional 
bids**. 

David  Gilk  of  Coca-Cola 
said:  “The  Coca-Cola  Cop  Is 


the  backbone  of  our  in- 
volvement In  domestic  fbot- 
baU.  We  are  more  than 
aware  of  the  speed  at  which 
the  game  is  developing  and 
part  of  our  agreement  with 
the  Football  Leagiue  will  be 
to  ensure  that  the  competi- 
tion keeps  pace  with  these 
developments.” 

Kidderminster  have 
rejected  a £250,000  bid 
from  Bristol  City  for  their 
striker  Lee  Hughes  and 
have  told  other  clubs  inter- 
ested in  signing  the  20- 
year-old  player  that  he  is 
not  for  sale. 


Nottingham  Forest  0,  Coventry  City  1 


Huckerby  hits  Pearce  party 


John  Lawson 


The  old  maestro  Brian 
dough  last  night  saw  his 
Qrst  senior  game  at  the 
CiQr  Ground  since  he  left 
years  ago,  but  he  must  have 
wished  he  bad  left  it  a little 
longer. 

The  former  all-conquering 
manager  saw  a disjointed  For- 
est display  — not  a criticism 
often  levelled  during  Stuart 
Pearce's  short  reign  — and 
the  loss  of  three  points  to  one 
of  their  rivals  in  the  looming 
relegation  contest 
To  add  to  their  frustration. 
Forest's  Hvegame  winning 
run  was  ended  by  Darren 
Huckerby.  who  was  pursued 
by  them  as  a teena^r  but 
chose  Notts  County  instead. 

Pearce's  obsession  that  For- 
est simply  must  not  lose  to 
any  of  the'u*  fellow  Premier- 
ship stnigglers  had  clearly  fil- 
tered through  to  his  players, 
who  n-ere  cautious  rather 
than  cavalier  in  a hugely  dis- 
appointing ftrst  half. 

Forest  were  perhaps  locked 
into  the  smash-and-grab  ap- 
proach that  proved  so  suc- 
cessful in  removing  Newcas- 
tle from  the  F.^  Cup  on 
Sunday.  At  any  rate  Gordon 
Strachan’s  patched-up  side 
were  given  rather  more  en- 
couragement to  take  the  ini- 
tiative than  they  might  have 
expected  against  a side  fresh 


Results 


from  five  straight  wins. 

Despite  some  pretty  ap- 
proach play,  however,  Coven- 
try flunbled  when  it  came  to 
penetrating  a defence  admira- 
bly marghallcd  by  Cooper. 

Huckerby's  darting,  dash- 
ing runs  brought  brief  threats 
but  his  best  early  effort  took  a 
deflection  and  finished  well 
wide  of  Crossley's  post 

The  wayward  finishing  con- 
tinued from  both  sides  and 
even  the  normally  sure-footed 
accuracy  of  McAllister  was 
found  wantli^.  But  the  for- 
mer Leeds  came  closest 
to  kick-starting  the  game  six 
minutes  before  half-time  with 
a 25-yard  free-kick  which 
curled  tantalisingiy  past  the 
angle  as  a mightily  relieved 
Crossley  looked  on. 

Woan,  Sunday's  two-goal 
hero,  gave  Forest  their  best 
hope  in  the  first  half  but  was 
a yard  off  target  with  his  vol- 
ley from  a similar  position  to 
that  from  where  he  ripped 
one  into  the  Newcastle  net. 


The  breakthrou^  came  six 
minutes  into  the  second  half 
when  the  Nottingham-bom 
Huckerby  repaid  another 
slice  of  his  modest  transfer 
fee.  It  was  a simple  affeir. 
McAllister's  inswinging  cor- 
ner being  nud^  on  at  the 
near  post  and  Huckerby  steer- 
ing in  a close-range  he^er. 

Forest  were  so  lacking  in 
forward  inspiration  that 
Pearce  gambled  on  introduc- 
ing the  young  sfriker  Goinan 
in  place  of  Phfllips.  But  Cov- 
entiy  worked  tirelessly  to 
protect  their  lead  and  Ogrizo- 
vlc’s  main  activity  for  some 
time  was  gathering  the  occa- 
sional cross.  Bat  on  72  min- 
utes Woan  released  a typical 
effort  from  25  yards  which 
Coventry's  keeper  palmed 
around  the  post 

WuWliiBfcam  Veroni  Cniuley:  LylUa. 
Poorce.  Cooper.  Chouia,  Bort-WUianis. 
Pniiltpa.  Campbali.  Woan.  Haaland. 
Clough. 

Coeaiitryi  Ogruovie;  Shaw,  WlMlama, 
Richardson.  Jsas,  Whalan,  MeAlllsiar, 
ToHor,  Borrows,  Huckerby.  Hall. 

A B WiUde  iChealer  le  Straw) 


Travelling  Scot  to  sue 


AN  IRATE  member  of  Scot- 
#4land’s  travelling  support 
who  wants  to  sue  Fife  over 
the  aborted  World  Cup  quali- 
fier in  Estonia  has  bem  allot- 
ted his  day  in  court. 

Gerry  Brady,  a Glasgow  in- 
surance executive,  is  seeking 


Soccer 
COCA-COLA  CUP 
Quarter-final  replay 

|1>1  Stookpart  (0)  2 


lino 


O'  1 
Paniar  3?  (pen) 
17383 

RUd  UM  (Di  2 

Qige«  TB 
Cole  83 


La  Tlssiar  8 Angoll  82 

13.038  Mulch  83 

IStodipoH  home  lo  Mlddlosbrough) 

FA  CARLING  PREMIBtSHIP 

Vod  101  1 
Boom  89 

(0)0 


(1)  1 
muiam  ?8 


I0i« 
Ferdinand  74 
Loe  79 

Shaaier  83  fpon) 
Eliun  80 


lOie 


l«erBan  «1 
Sinion  S3 
Wool  Ham  (0)  1 
Roae  63  (ogl 
9«382 


NATIONtinOE  LEAGUE 
First  DMsfon 

than  UM  (0)0 


waucioie 

A SSI 

Qpn(0i  1 
SooTKor  S9 


())  1 
Devlin  36 


11)  1 


BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 
Premier  DIvIslen 

(0)0 


18.000 


MMMy  38 
Cadata  40 

ICM  CUP:  Foarih  mmdi  CtMSham  2, 
Sutton  Uhl  1,  Harrow  Bor  1.  Boreham 
Woods. 

UMBONb  tBAeVfe  Praaldanra  Copi 
Saeawd  mundi  Boston  Uid  l.  Farcley 
Calile  1. 

POimNS  LSAQUb  Sacowd  Mvlaleni 

Bomaloy  4,  Burnley  li  Hull  0,  Gnnis^  ) 
Cv  QioiV  TWee  Huddersfield  1.  Scar- 
borough 1;  York  3.  Bradlord  C a.  etiaiip 
Am:  UtRpIn  2.  Dotoasier  2.  Craap  Reoi 
Wklsall  3.  Nona  Co  0. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATIONi 
Aat  ninlalaoi  Yrrmpipoon  i.  Wattord  i. 
Copi  Bilgnton  0.  PorKinoulh  i:  Brlsiol 
n«r«  8.  CirdHI  0;  Norwidi  1.  Ipswich  0. 
WELSH  CUPi  rauilli  riguiitf  replpyi 
Hoiywoll  Z,  Mauaioo  Park  0. 

LIAOUE  or  WAINSi  AberyalwyUi  1, 
Nawipwn  0;  Caamarfetn  Tn  1.  Bangor  C 4; 
Ebbw  ValQ  3.  Inter  Cable-Tol  1;  Ton  Pordie 
0,  Carmarthen  Tn  i.  PoNpownd;  Weisi^ 
pool  V Hnywell. 

UNSH  CIIPi  PIHhweimd  roplayer  RUC  2. 
Cameh  1;  Leughgall  uid  3.  Dungannon 
SwMs  1:  PoriBleatart  3,  PC  Enhaion  1. 
nUEHDLTs  China  2.  U3  1 
WAIMH  CUPt  SanMhHA  fbM  la«  in- 
lamailenala  1,  Ngpoli  t. 

Rugby  Union 

DuunAHcn  eoftroRATiOH  leahue! 
Seaond  DMaiaa:  Wanderers  32,  DLSP  It. 
eiilBi  Combndge  UcUv  39.  RAP  &. 

Tennis 

CROATIAN  maeoR  men’s  Toumu- 
MENT  (Sagrab)  PbM  rewiA  H Ared 


compensation  from  the  gov- 
erning body  because  Estonia 
reftised  to  play  when  the  Tal- 
linn match  on  October  9 was 
switched  to  the  afternoon. 

OSlcials  at  Paikley  Sheriff 
Court  have  allocated  March  3 
for  a preliminary  hearing. 


iMor)  bt  T Carbooall  rSp)  2-e.  B-f,  &-4;  G 
rtinnildrl  (GB)  bc  F Mardaie  (US)  6-S, 

6- 4;  H Damoa  (O)  H R Furton  |lt}  6-3. 

7- 5:  A RadMaamt  (Gerl  M H Droawnann 

(Gar)  7-8,  S-2;  O (Crp)  bt  M 

Norman  (Swe)  7-6.  8-7.  7-6. 

SHANGHAI  OPEN  (CMna):  Hob  PM 
roiinili  T Cbamidaw  (Pr)  U A OUiovsky 
(Rus)  6-3,  7-6;  P Da  WMI  (Bel)  bt  S Ma- 
iHioka  (Japan)  B-A  B-A  J Tbranpp  AIS)  M 
S IwaDuchl  (Japani  6-3, 6-4;  O Snbraa  iPr) 
M M Joyce  (US)  6-7,  7-6,  6-3:  B StaWM 
(NZ)  bt  M Knowles  iBah)  7-e.  7^  K li^ 
lyatt  |SA)  M J 06neh  (Nath)  7-6. 3-6,  7-6: 
J Ohiiilatob  (US)  bi  M Mimyf  (Bala}  7-6. 
1-6.  6-&  e Ggeyedrw  (Ueb)  M A Cherica- 
ao«  iRuB)  7-B.  1-a.  7-6:  L Paaa  <lnd)  b(  S 
Sargsian  (Arm)  7-6,  6-4;  A VMkov  (Rus) 
M X Jiopino  (China)  7-s.  6-2:  L Jeknasaw 
(Swel  bl  D Nestor  (Can)  7-8,  4-6,  6-3;  J 
Kraahrir  iSlm^M  bt  F Maesori  (H)  6-4, 6-i. 
SteerM  teiniih  D Flndi  (US)  bt  K Ulyab 
ISA)  e-3.  7-6. 

WOim'S  PAH  PACtPie  open  (rolcyD]: 
Sasewil  iwdt  I Wow  (Croallal  bt  LVar- 
ffluzBva  (San  MarMoi  6.^.  7-6:  N aawp 
mataa  iJaoan)  bt  H Nagyava  iShnaii)  4-6. 
6-3.  6-3'  S Graf  (Gar)  a L Raymond  (US) 
6-3, 6-2:  M Mnela  iSwilz)  bt  G Pizzidiini 
III)  6-1.  e-a  I Spittea  (Rom)  bi  E UUkm- 
aova  «Aus1  6-3.  6-4;  a Coobm  (SAI  bt  Y 
Basi*t(indo)S-4.  6-1. 

BasketfMiil 

MNOPEAN  CmUPTIOWSIIIPt  Oraup  Bl 

England  78.  Ponugal  80. 

NBAs  Toromo  120,  Portland  84;  Indiana  97, 
Cnariobe  88;  New  Jaraay  82.  <»avMaiid  84; 
New  York  108.  Boaon  107,  Washington 
102.  Orlando  02;  WlwaukM  84.  Datroli  SI: 
Mlnrteaota  88.  Sacramento  91:  OaUas  63. 
LA  Lakwa  102;  Utah  114,  Denver  89:  Van- 
couver 96.  Chicago  in;  LA  Cltapers  K, 
AUania  112. 


Tottenham  Hotspur  2,  Blackburn  Rovers  1 

Sinton  keeps 
Europe  in  sight 


Trevor  Haylctt 


Bowis 


WGRIP  INDOOR  CNAMPIONSHiPS 

(FYeeton);  Ww^ae)  Tliieilir  liiCai  Q 


(Eng)  bt  S Qaason  (Auc)  7-4,  7-0. 
7-1;  R Braaawy  (NZ)  bl  M King  (Eng)  7-3. 
7-4.  S-7.  7-6. 


OUT  OF  the  Cup  and 
seemin^y  going  no- 
where in  the  les^e, 
TDttenbam  rediscovered  late 
last  night  a reason  to  get  out 
of  bed  in  the  mornings.  Andy 
Sinton’s  winner  seven  Diin- 
utes  from  time  ended  a run  of 
four  defeats  and  put  Europe 
back  on  their  agenda. 

Perhaps  Anderton's  reap- 
pearance on  the  bench  after 
two  months  nursing  a knee 
injury  was  a sign  that  better 
things  may  be  about  to  come. 

Sbertngham  and  Arm- 
strong. however,  continue 
their  search  for  fitEiess  and 
inevitably  a few  thoughts 
turned  to  them  when  the 
el^th  minute  brou^t  a scor- 
ing chance  to  Iversen,  only 
for  the  young  Norwegian  to 
aim  his  shot  at  Flowers. 

Later  Allen  was  more  cul- 
pable. miscuing  badly  after  a 
thunderous  Iversen  efrive  bad 
ricocheted  to  the  post 
Bofo  openings  featured 
eivioyliig  his  return  to  the 
side  and  operating  with  a new 
freedom  and  ctmfldence. 

Tottenham's  restored 
winger  joined  the  gallery  of 
guilty  men  with  a backer’s 
slice  wben  Iversen’s  ^gres- 


Cbess 

HGooems  TeunwAwian  fvnik  Ain 
Zee,  Nelli):  RetoM  HsMi  N Short  (Eng)  X, 
J Timmon  (ciaih)  14  I Sofcotov  (Bosi  i,  J 
Zuniga  (Peru)  0:  V Korchnoi  iswiei  K.  J 
PlKei  (NoHi)  X Round  Mnai  1 Glafc  Iflua]  0. 
Short  1;  Tlmman  0,  Sehalev  1;  Pikel )!,  J 
LauUar  |Fr)  E Loadoni  PlkoL  Sokolov  SC. 
AtowShonSK 


Cricket 


ONEMY  MATCK  CM  Tom  Zimba- 
bwe scored  886-6  (O  Hougriton  57no.  A 
waller  52)  Scub  Africa  229-6  |0  Kirsten 
65),  Soutti  Atrlaa  won  by  Pva  wiekato. 


Hockey 

RSPRSSSiTATiire  iwisbecn  hc):  East 
Praaldanfa  » V,  English  Univs  7;  East  U- 
21  a EngllBh  Un«v8  B a 

Ice  Hockey 

HHi4  Flarids  S.  Memreal  i:  PhiiaMipnig  4. 
ftioanlir  1;  Cafgaiy  4.  NY  islanders  X 

iUpine  Skiing 

HBTS  aUPBRKt  (Laax.  Swltz)-  t.  L Ah 
phand  (Pt)  Imln  a 23.  S,  J StiobI  (Am) 
1.25.3S:  3.  P RunggalGer  (11)  1.2Sai 
ilaiiNiigit  1.  Alphand  13Spls;  8. 
H KnauM  (Aui)  111;  3.  Runggaldler  100. 

”■7;  2.  K fl 


1.  Alpham)  737:  2.  K A Aomos 
(Nory  717: 3.  K Ghedina  (It)  646 

WELSH  OPEN  (Newport);  Qw 

M WBIam  (Walaa)  M P Davies  (Wolu) 

Swimmiiig 

WORLD  CUP  SHOHr-COURSB  MEET 

(Glasgow);  (GB  Unless  siaiM];  Hem  SOm 
fraa^la.  1.  D Kaimovslu  (BelD  a3«»«wr 
6.  N O-Hare  (Ira)  3Z77  (Irish  record). 
S(M>«  /reeelylM  I,  M Kltm  (Rtia) 
1 48.B2B«ea;  2,  A eiaylon  r 47  03  4.  G 
MaadowB  1.46.87:  6,  J Sailer  1.sa64;  A M 
German  lajB.  IBOOm  fmiialjlai  1,  1 
Wllaon  15 18.62;  3.  G OrphanMai  13.48.79. 


slve  tendencies  won  back  pos- 
session. But  White  Hart  Lane 
came  alive  in  the  4lst  minute. 

Fox  and  Nielsen  combined 
to  find  Iversen  again  unat- 
tended at  the  fer-post  and  his 
strength  and  desperation  en- 
abled him  to  drive  home  the 
ball  as  Berg  convei^ecL 

Blackburn's  contribution  in 
the  opening  period  was  sadly 
lacking.  Vega,  so  impeding  a 
defensive  barrier,  did  not 
help  their  morale.  However 
for  the  third  game  running, 
Francis’  latest  recruit  felled 
to  last  the  distance,  a ham- 
string strain  forcing  him  to  be 
replaced  after  48  minutes. 
Rovers  were  quick  to  take 
advantage. 

Wilcox’s  corner  trav^ed  a 
long  way  and  so  did  Hendry, 
outwitting  his  marker  to  bu^ 
his  header  throu^  a crowded 
goalmouth. 

Anderton  brou^t  on  for 
the  last  half-hour  but  it  was 
Sinton  who  got  the  decisive 
touch,  hooking  in  his  shot 
when  Nielsen's  long  throw 
fell  to  him  inside  the  area. 

TultawliaM  Hwlupun  Walker;  Carr. 
Edinburgh,  Campban,'  VBga  (NetheROtt, 
48min}.  Fox  (Andarton,  62).  Howell*. 
Nielsen,  Sinton,  AHan,  hwaao. 
Blauhbaiii  Bovara;  Flowara;  Kanna, 
Barg.  Handiv.  La  Saux.  ntteralL  BoMnan, 
Sherwood  iBonla,  84),  vnieox,  Oollachar, 
Sutton. 

IIMaawai  P Datwon  (Leteagtaratilra). 


4.  D Nuball  15.50.40:  5.  N WHItains 
16  0068: 6.  S Shond  160047: 7,  O MeDon. 
nail  l7.0aS7.  lOOn  bi  ■aalalinliai  I.  J 
Kruppa  (Gar)  68.73;  5.  G Brallal  1312.17: 6. 
A Aywrs  1 02^  lOOoa  LuttvHlir  l,  KHm 
82.08:  A J Htckmen  6234  (Ewopaan  rw. 
cord).  SOm  baoiwtrolMi  1.  A Rodiay 
(Aus)  2438;  Z M HarrN  25.14;  3.  N Wlllay 
2&ak  8,  A 0*000007  (Ira)  tSM  aeOm 
baulLglmfcir  r.  N Buseu (Rom)  13830:3, 
A RudCMiod  1 37.71;  0,  Harris  230.16: 7.  S 
MIIIW  23236;  8,  O’Connor  8.03  85.  SOOm 
biMJNM  MaMagi  1,  - M Dunn  iAiq) 
I3».0e  7.  C Jonoa  £08.13:  8.  O Wgg 
£06.14 

Weiuaii.  loom  toaaalglM  1,  K Matasitor 
(Garl  5443,  £ SRoipn  54.7P,  5.  C Huddart 
6538.  40001  irMaNdaa  1,  N Brawn  (Aus) 
4i)B97;  3.  J Craig  4.15.15;  4.  V Homar 
4.1533:  7,  J Fawkes  4.17.18.  sem  braaoi 
atrohai  1 . X Han  (China)  3588  (world  rae): 
fi.  J King  32.11;  8.  N Thomlay  3338.  MOm 
hnaamrwbo.  1,  L lawwn  (Rom)  23736; 
6,  L Hindmarsh  231.60:  -L  Thomlay 
2.37.56.  som  IiwMmRji  1,  L Mimndaia 
(Barbadail  2730:3.  6 Qraanap  28.51: 4.  s 
Masaey  2633:  5.  K Hawmotl  283i;  8,  E 
Merchar  29.35.  DOOia  buaarWyi  1.  L Ua 
(CMna)  2.0B85:  2.  M Peddar  £11S3  (BriK 
Bh  red.  5.  L Kellenor  (ire)  £1738.  7.  7 
Davies  Z 1678  6.  H Slanor  £18.08.  lOOn 
biiim  il  I.  1.  Z Cray  131.85;  £ S Prbn 
1.02.18  6,  J DaaluM  1 A72;  7,  K Jiggliw 
1.0433.  IOOm  IndhrMuM  WMMayi  i, 
Ralph  13131;  7.  R Gotmr  1.08.11:  8.  0 
Borttnd  1.0748  400h  wmS, 

bin  1.  Morbai  4,38.12;  4,  S Nosbll  4.4738; 

5,  J SwallDw  43045: 6»,  SiBlIar  433.04. 


Fixtures 


Soccer 

POmiNS  LEAGUE  CUP;  Gr—p  Tlwwat 
Tiawnere  v Saifce  (7.0). 

AVON  INSURANCR  GOMDINATIONi 
nrni  DMolam  Araanai  v BrMel  City  (£0). 

HUSH  cupi  it  ir-r  cnmiin 

uid  V Brtuan  Talseora  (23). 


Newcastle  United  4 
Evertoni 

Roasted 

Royle 
on  the 
rack 


MlchGGi  Wsiteeff 


JOE  ROTLE knows  what 
it  is  like  to  lose  rix 
league  matebes  in  a row 
for  Bverton.  He  did  It-as  a 
player  26  years  aso,  and  lest 
night  four  goals  In  the  last 
])6  minutes  flrom  a previ- 
ously uninspired  Newcastle 
United  bcougiht  the  feeling 
back  for  the  Increulngly 
berieged  manager. 

Btowever,  until  Newcastle 
were  rallied  by  AspriHa's 
introduction  for  Beardsley, 
Rt^la  had  more  to  smile 
about  than  Kenny  Dalglish 
for  there  was  much  to  be 
taken  from  Everton’s 
plucky  performance.  ElUott 
added  insult  with  a last- 
minute  fourth  goaL 
Five  league  defeats  since 
Bmclng  Day  pins  last  Satur- 
day’s dismal  exit  from  the 
FA  Cup  at  the  hands  of 
lowly  Bradford  City  had 
piae^  Royle  under  intense 
pressure.  Then  again  Dal- 
glish was  under  a bit  hlm- 
selL  Newcastle  had  also 
gone  out  of  the  Cup  and  the 
consequence  was  Albert's 
return  at  the  expense  of  the 
error-prone  Barton.  Ginola 
also  gave  way  to  Gillespie. 

But  Royle's  ase  was  con- 
siderably sharper,  with 
Barmby  and  Southall 
reduced  to  substitutes,  and 
Kanchelskis  was  absent 
presumed  negotiating  a 
departure. 

Only  a minute  had  gone 
when  one  of  those  frequent 
Nevreastle  defensive  blun- 
ders gifted  Bverton  a 
golden  chance.  Elliott  at 
left-tack  stumbled  and  cmly 
glauc^  a routine  high  bail 
with  his  head.  Fergnson 
was  in  like  a shot  but  his 
finish  lacked  conviction 
and  slid  wide. 

Maybe  Everton  vrere  en- 
couraged by  that  for  withto 
a further  60  seconds  they 
had  t^en  the  lead.  ^>eed, 
the  game’s  most  influential 
player  early  on,  scored  with 
a blistering  left-foot  free- 
Idck  from  22  yards,  after 
Lee  had  tripped  Stuart. 

It  was  an  incredibly 
scrappy  first  baJf  from  the 
home  team,  with  practically 
nothing  to  cheer  but  mudh 
to  jeer,  and  the  Gailogate 
End  roared  its  disappro^ 
The  only  consolation  for 
Newcastle  was  that  had 
Ferguson  managed  a meat- 
ier contact  to  an  inswlng- 
ing  firee-kidc  from  Speed 
they  would  have  gone  into 
the  interval  two  behind. 

When,  straight  after  the 
break,  Stuart  scuffed  his 
shot  when  clean  throngh. 
Newcastle  breathed  again. 
Then,  on  the  hoar,  Feigu- 
son  was  guilty  of  a below- 
par  strike  which  Hislop 
parried  after  Phelan’s 
lively  breakaway  had 
shredded  the  home  defence. 

After  that  Newcastle  at 
last  achieved  some  sns- 
faktiMMi  attacking.  They  were 
rewarded  when,  16  minutes 
from  the  end,  a free-kick 
from  Elliott  fell  at  the  feet  of 
the  munaiked  Ferdinand, 
who  lashed  in  the  equaliser 
from  ZOyanfe. 

n.ve  minutes  later  New- 
castle had  a barely  deserved 
second  goal  after  Asprilla 
escaped  Unsworth’s 
dutches  and  errased  to  the 
fer  post,  where  Lee  snnilied 
a scorching  volley.  Soon 
afterwards  Asprilla  was  up- 
ended by  Thomsen  and 
Shearer  smacked  in  the 
penalty. 

HaweaaU*  Uaitodi  Hlilop;  Waiaon, 
Poaeock.  Alban.  Elllolt.  Batty.  Lae 
BaordMay  (AapriUa.  67).  GHIaople  (Barton. 
58).  Snaarar.  FenSnaniL 
BvartoM  Garrard:  BarraiL  Umworlh. 
WWion.  snort  (Grant  ZTmln.  RHeouL  8il. 
Pnaian.  Parkinaon.  Tlwmaan  Spaed. 
Satan  Ferguoan. 

M n>ay  ILoeoa) 


Ice  Hockey 

SUPBRUBAGUE:  Baaltigaioka  v BradtneH 
(730). 

Basketball 

BUDWESBR  INAGUa  Lewardfi  V Man- 
cAaaior  (73). 


• The  British  No.  2 Qrag  RuoadoU  en- 
)e]rad  a victory  In  tna  gp^ng  mmd  m ina 
£866,000  Croatian  Indoor  toumacnoni. 
Healing  the  Amailcan  FranaseO'  Monlana 
6-3, 6-4.  Ruaooakl  is  loaHng  tor  a winniiio 
run  bl  Zagrob  aRer  boMng  out  at  too  Aus- 
tralian O^n  ai  lija  flrat  nurda  to  avanwai 
quaitorJliiallal  Fallx  MomIIIb.  altor  wtitoh 
hiB  vrorM  ranking  dropped  one  placo  to  56. 
The  top  Bead  Goran  ivanlaavle  had  a dWV 
auh  Hrna  baaiing  Mognaa  Narmon  ol 
Sweden  7-6  (7-5)  6-7  (4-7)  7-S  to  roach 
ihe  eecand  round.  IvantoSHB,  aagat  tot  a 
fawntf  vriA  ifl  tna  teumamant  he  co-owu. 
was  Daeomlng  viaiBty  nwoiis  aa  me 
world  No.  82  Norman  pushed  hbii  to 
braaki  In  Via  DrM  wo  aou. 

e The  Albanian  govemnient  haa  bannad 
all  piiMie  opona  evenB  (aHnwIng  the  wave 
at  unreal  spaiiad  by  tiM  eoltopM  of  pyra- 
mid savings  echemaa.  Saeear  maKnes 
were  not  held  Iasi  weak  becauaa  of  vtoimi 
dotnoMinaiona  amund  the  country,  aurlog 
wMch  piutoatota  burned  aeveral  gmare- 
mont  OiilMinBs,  oet  up  rood  Wedbs  and 
atoned  patlCB.  Mara  daftieneeaSons  ere 
iirhortiritirt  lor  leiar  Vila  week.  __ 
G The  £400,000  (ranslar  of  the  CaRibrtdge 
dalandar  CrodSDck  to  FIra  DIvNioA 
OUord  MS  Drahen  newn.  Thu  duba 
ograed  the  main  polnia  ol  Iho  deal,  tail 
CraddaGL  2i,  wiw  inidaliy  turned  down 
oia  pareoital  term  oderad  to  Min.  laiar 
•langad  nts  mind  again 

• Alan  TalL  iM  rtomsiulle  eanire  J* 
atampang  m loiGe  Ma  way  back  into  ns 
SoDliaiiif  iwby  unton  Wda  alter  a spoil  • 
rugby  laagiia.  haa  wUhorawn  from  me  a 
Bbla  a ploy  EnoMnd  A al  The  sioap 

row  aftornooiL  Tall  noa  a (poln  sirain  and 
la  replacad  by  Paul  ReuM. 
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Soccer 

Engiand  join 
space  race 
to  put  Glenn 
over  moon 


Pavidf  ncgy 


Today  we  have  the 
naming  of  parts.  But 
even  as  Glenn 
announces  his  Eng- 
land squad  for  the  World  Cup 
qualifier  against  Italy  at 
Wembley  in  a fortnight's 
time,  much  of  the  attention 
wU  concern  those  parts  he 
has  not  got  or  may  eventually 
be  without. 

It  is  remarkable  what  a 
difference  three  monthly  >-an 
make.  At  the  beginning  of 
November,  when  Hoddle  re- 
vealed his  squad  for  the 
match  in  Georgia,  he  found 
himself  having  to  defend  the 
retention  of  Paul  Gascoigne 
offer  pictures  of  a battered 
Mrs  Gascoigne  appeal  in 
the  newspapers. 

Now  Gascoigne  has  been 
photographed  on  crutches 
affer  encountering  somebody 
more  his  own  namely 
Ajaa  goaUceeper.  during  a 
sui-a-side  tounuunent  in  Am- 
sterdam. The  question  is  no 
longer  whether  he  should  be 
dropped  but  whether  he  will 
be  Gt  to  play. 

Yesterday’s  news  from 
Ibrox  was  encouraging,  Gas- 
coigne promising  that  he 
would  be  (It  to  &ce  Italy.  ‘Tve 
spoken  to  Glenn  and  told  him 
1 will  be  ready  for  the  Eng- 
land match.  There’s  no  doubt 
about  it.*'  be  said. 

Hoddle  has  already  lost 
Teddy  Sheringham,  David 
Platt  and  Andy  HinchcUffe  to 
the  season's  wear  and  tear. 
Even  more  worrying  for  the 
England  coach.  David  Beck- 
ham is  stiD  feeding  the  aiibie 
injury  which  had  kept  him 
out  of  two  games  for  Man- 
chester United  and  was  still 
causing  his  manager.  Ales 
Ferguson,  concern  before  last 
night's  Premiership  match 
against  Wimbledon,  althoiugh 
he  made  the  starting  line-up. 

Losing  both  Gascoigne  and 
Platt  would  be  a nuisance  for 
England  but  hardly  the  mor- 
tal blow  It  would,  have  been 
under  Graham  Taylor.  Gas- 
coigne might  still  produce 
*iomethizig  extracvdinary  for 
old  times'  sake  but  in  Georgia 
he  struggled  to  keep  up  with 
much  the  play.  Watt’s 
wider  experience  of  the  Ital- 
ian league  xai0it  have  been 
more  valuable  than  Gas- 
coigne’s sporadic  career  with 
Lazio,  but  injuries  have 
reduced  the  former  Bn^and 
captain's  value  to  the 
national  side  and  he  was 
never  a likely  starter. 


. Aigiialdy  the  loss  of  Sber- 
ingnam  is  the  principal  disap- 
pointment and  the  absence  .of 
Beckham  would  be  a bi^r 
blow  still.  Sheringham's 
capacity  for  bolding  the  baQ 
and  bringlDg  other  players 
into  the  attack  served  Eng- 
land wefl  in  TbOlsL  Barmby 
is  the  theoretical  alternative 
to  Sheringham  but  since  he 
left  Middlesbrou^  for  Bver- 
ton  his  form  hu  been  erratic. 

Beckham  is  almoet  as  big  a 
threat  to  Italy  as  Shearer, 
who  is  back  after  mi-fWriwg  the 
Georgia  match,  and  Cesare 
Maldinl.  the  65-year-oId  who 
has  replaced  Anigo  Sacchl  as 
I Italy  coach,  would  be  rdieved 
j to  see  the  young  United 
' player  forced  out  of  the  game. 
Certainly  Hoddle  wQl  have  to 
[ rethinic  his  strat^y  If  the 
worst  happens. 

A^r  watching  Maldini  win 
his  first  match.  2-0  against 
Northern  Ireland  in  Palermo 
a week  ago,  the  lengTaTirt 
coach  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  not  giving  Italy’s 
most  talented  attackers  •>- 
Z<da.  Albertinl  and  Dd.  Piero  | 
— space  in  whi^  to  play. 

Noddle’s  initial  thou^ts, 
therefore,  are  likely  to  be 
more  about  the  shape  and  bal- 
ance of  his  midfieiri.  foce  and 
Batty  are  already  there.  Red- 
knai^  and  Lee  of  Newcastle 
may  also  he  included  in 
today’s  squad,  and  Wise  or 
even  Baines  may  return  to 
the  reclaming. 

Hinehdiffe’s  absence  dKHild 
mean  a recall  for  Le  Sauz, 
and  Pallistor  may  also  return 
although  bis  Qtness  continues 
to  come  and  go  because  of  a 
backproblem. 

With  Ferdinand,  Fowler 
and  Ian  Wright  available. 
England  are  not  short  tiT  part- 
ners for  Shearer,  always  as- 
suming Hoddle  wants  to  piay 
it  that  way. 

The  Newcastle  pairing 
Shearer  and  Ferdinand  was 
none  too  impressive  gainst 
Poland  at  Wembley  in  Octo- 
ber, but  defensive  errors  and 
the  r^ularity  with  which  the 
ball  was  given  away  did  not 
help.  Even  Shearer  m^ht  not 
be  able  to  save  England 
^uld  the  sloppiness  ^ that 
performance  be  repeated  in  a 
fortni^t's  time. 

bkHjMID  (probUla):  Saaniwt.  Walker, 
jBimw  {or  Uartfrik  South(wle.  PaarCA,  Q 
Naville.  Adams,  Campbell.  PaHWar.  La 
Sau«:  Inca.  GaacsignB.  BaekiiBm, 
McMananwn,  Batty.  Moson,  Redkiwpo: 
Barmby.  WHokL  ewdlnsfid.  La  Tisslar. 
Snearer,  Penrim. 

ITALY  (probable}:  Penad.  Toltfo;  Farrara, 
CcMacitttA  Noala,  Cannayaie.  MaMlai, 
Fraal;  Ol  Uvlo,  Eranlo,  Ol  Uanso.  Albarilni. 

D Baggio.  Fuaer.  Carbanl:  Caalragbl, 
RavanalM,  Del  Flaro.  Zola. 


Holding  ont . . . HQL  being  taidJed  while  phQring  Cbr  EnglaDd  A against  New  Soutfa  Wales  last  year,  believes  lie  is  ready  to  deliver  at  the  highest  level  photograph:  oavid  Rogers 


Saracen  with  weapons  to 
seize  England’s  No.7  shirt 

Robert  Armstrong  on  Richard  Hill,  who  makes  his  debut  against  Scotland  on  Saturday 


ENGIAND's  choice  of 
open-side  flanker 
has  been  one  of  their 
more  contentious 
selection  issues  ever  since 
the  retirement  of  Peter 
vnuterbottom.  perlmps  the 
greatest  exponent  of  the 
No.  rs  art  to  wear  the  red 
rose. 

Pocket  battleships  such 
as  Neil  Back  and  Andy  Rob- 
inson have  come  and  gone, 
and  bigger  men  suiA  as  Ben 
Clarke  and  Lawrence  Dal- 
la|^  have  ^ven  the  role 
their  best  shot  with  only 
limited  snccess  before 
reverting  to  their  preferred 
back-row  positions.  No.  6 
and  No.  8 respectively. 

Now  it  is  the  turn  of  Rich- 
ard iTin„  a man  who  has 
represcmted  his  country  at 
eveiy  development  level,  to  , 
serve  as  the  litmus  test  of 
England’s  creative  inten- 


tions in  Saturday’s  Cal- 
cutta Cup  match  against 
Scotland  at  Twickenham. 

As  the  England  coach 
Jack  Rowell  pointed  out; 
»*Rirhard  combines  the  best 
of  both  worl^;  he  is  very 
good  defensively  and  he  is 
also  an  out  and  out  v^g- 
forward  with  good  hands 
and  plenty  of  pace." 

Hill,  who  Is  23.  only  be- 
come an  open-side  three 
seasons  ago  when  Saracens’ 
coackes  Mark  Evans  and 
John  Davies  persuaded  him 
to  switch  firom  No.  8 soon 
after  he  joined  the  dub. 
Since  then  his  back-row 
partnership  with  Tony  Ihp- 
rose — and  with  Dalh^o  in 
the  En^fend  Under'21  side 
->  has  blossomed  so  rapidly 
that  some  critics  wcmld  like 
to  see  the  trio  chosen  en 
bloc  fbr  the  Five  Nations 
Championship.  Remark- 


ably, HIM  is  the  first  Sara- 
cen to  play  in  the  competi- 
tion fbr  31  years. 

“I  think  the  selectors 
chose  me  because  1 combine , 
the  different  qualities  of 
players  like  Ncdi  Bade  and 
R(^  Jenldns  with  some- 1 
thrng  of  my  own,"  he  said. ! 
"Tbe  feet  that  Saracens  are  . 
winning  more  this  season  | 
means  Fm  getting  my  bands  i 
on  the  ball  more  often  and 
that  enables  me  to  play  bet-, 
ter  and  eqjoy  my  mgby.*’ 

Hill  has  snfficient  height 
(6ft  2'/dn)  and  athletiosm 
to  offer  an  effective  line-ont 
presence,  and  he  believes 
he  is  at  his  best  cconpetltive 
wmght  (ISst  121b)  because 
of  carefully  programmed 
weights  training,  track 
work  and  aerobic  sessions. 
"1  wouldntt  want  to  build 
up  any  more  muscle  and 
run  the  risk  of  losing  a bit 


of  pace  as  a result,"  he 
explained. 

When  asked  to  name  the 
cmdal  influence  on  his 
career.  Hill  points  ont  that 
he  has  been  playing  mgby 
for  18  years,  having  started 


All  change 


ROWELL’S  BACK  ROWS 
1994-96  (in  6, 8, 7 order): 

Rodber  Richards  Ctarke 

Rodber  OJomoh  Clarke 

Rodber  Clarke  Olomoh 

Rodber  Clarke  B2uA 

OJomoh  Richards  Back 

Rodber  Clarke  Robinson 

Rodber  Clarke  Dallaglio 

Ojomoh  Clarke  Dallaglio 

Clarke  Richards  Dallaglio 

Rodber  Sheasby  Dallaglio 

1997 

Dallaglio  Rodber  Hill 


with  the  minis  at  the  Salis- 
bury club.  "A  number  of 
people  have  helped  me 
along  the  way.  especially 
the  master  in  charge  of 
mgby  at  Bishop  Word^ 
worth  SchooL  where  I was 
selected  for  the  England 
Under-lSs  and  the  18  group. 

"Indeed  the  same  man 
coached  the  England  scram- 
half  Richard  Hill  and  the 
No.  8 Dave  Egerton,  as  well 
as  another  Bath  scmm-half, 
Marcus  Olsen,  now  with 
Saracens.  They  are  all  old 
boys  of  my  schooL" 

Later  Hill  took  a degree 
in  ^Dorts  studies  at  the 
West  London  Institute  (now 
Brunei  Universit)')  where 
he  helped  the  mgby  team 
reach  two  universities  fin- 
als; In  soccessiv'e  seasons 
they  lost  to  Northumbei> 
land  Poly  and  beat  Swansea 
University  at  Twickenham. 

Last  season  Saracens 
weie  saved  ftt>m  relegation 
only  by  an  RFU  committee 
U-tum.  but  Hill  and  Dip- 
rose.  who  plays  for  England 
A against  the  Scots  tomo]> 
row,  continued  to  attract 
rave  notices  for  their  cre- 
ative quality  in  adverse 
drcromstances. 

"There  was  a lot  of  focus 
on  myself  and  Tony;  to  a 
certain  extent  we  got  a pro- 
file we  didn’t  deserve."  said 


Bill.  “The  pressure  the  club 
came  under  didn’t  do  our 
international  prospects  any 
harm  at  ail,  because  we 
were  always  in  the  lime- 
light. An>'way.  we  stayed  in 
League  One  and  now  we're 
looking  to  make  progress  in 
the  cap  and  qualift-  for 
Europe  next  season." 

Whenever  Hill  travels 
down  to  Salisbuiy  to  see  bis 
parents  be  makes  a point  of 
visiting  his  old  club,  so  be 
can  be  reasonably  confi- 
dent the  members  will 
reciprocate  with  a mass 
trip  to  Twickenham  to  toast 
his  debnt.  The  Saracens 
open-side  knows  he  has  a 
great  chance  to  make  the 
No.  7 shirt  his  own  as  Eng- 
land tzy  to  settle  on  a win- 
ning formula  for  the  next 
World  Cup.  Certainly  he 
has  no  intention  of  flitter- 
ing away  what  he  calls  “ev- 
eryone’s dream". 

"I  expect  Scotland  to  play 
their  costomary  fest.  ruck- 
ing game,  but  that  will  be 
notiting  new  to  me:  a num- 
ber of  Courage  league  sides 
play  the  same  way."  he 
said,  ‘i’ll  have  a good  talk 
with  Lawrence.  Tim  Rod- 
ber, Martin  Johnson  and 
the  other  forwards  about 
the  way  we’re  going  to  com- 
bat the  Scots.  I cannot  wait 
to  get  out  there." 


United  chase  Rios 


m LEX  FERGUSON,  in 
^ Spain  to  look  for  a cen- 
defender,  has  wid- 
ed  the  search  to  include 
iberto  Rios  of  Real  Betis. 
rbe  Manchester  United 
uiager,  who  needs  cover  for 
■ ii'\inred  Gary  Palllster  and 
nny  Johnsen.  was  in  Valla- 
lid  on  Monday  to  see  Rios 
.■e  an  impressive  perfor- 
mce  in  Beds's  3-1  Spanish 
igue  win. 

?ergus<m  was  unable  to 
rsue  his  interest  after  the 
me  because  Betis  immedi- 
>iv  return^  home  to  Se- 
le.  And.  given  their  reluo- 
ice  to  lose  a key  player  at  a 
icial  lime  in  the  season,  his 
Fitures  are  likely  to  receive 
ooi response. 

f Rios  were  to  move  to 
lited  be  would  not  be  ellgi- 
• to  play  for  them  in  the 
ropean  (top  quaiter-flnal 
)lnst  Oporto.  But  Ferguson 
nts  to  increase  his  squad 
::ause  of  the  wear  and  tear 
the  Premlertiup  race  and 
> possibility  of  a long  FA 
prun. 

tios  is  similar  in  style  to 
! Spanish  international  Mi- 
el  Angel  Nadal.  whom  Per- 
son tried  to  lure  bum  Bar- 
ons before  being  rebtiffed 


by  the  C-atalan  dub.  He  is  ba- 
sically a stopper  but  is  also 
quick  and  strong. 

Liverpool's  commercial 
manager  Mike  Turner  will  be 
the  new  chief  executive  of 
Manchester  City,  taking  over 
from  Colin  Barlow  on  Mardi 
3.  Barlow,  fYancls  Lee’s  lieu- 
tenant in  the  successfkil  take- 
over battle  against  the  late 
Peter  Swales  three  years  a^, 
is  to  take  up  a new  role  in 
special  project  deveZopment 

Birmingham  are  ready  to 
sell  the  Wdsh  international 
winger  Jason  Bowen  to  their 
First  Division  rivals  Hudders- 
field for  £600,000. 

The  Rennes  winger  Allan 
Johnston  is  still  hoping  to 
playing  in  the  Premiership 
even  though  his  £800,000 
move  to  Sunderland  has  been 
delayed  . because,  under  the 
Bosman  ruling,  his  former 
club  Hearts  can  demand  a 
share  in  the  deaL 

‘"The  Premiership  would  be 
a great  chaOenge  because  Td 
be  up  gainst  smne  of  the  best 
players  in  the  woiid  every 
week."  the  23-year-Qld  Scot 
said.  'Tm  a bit  unsettled  at 
Rennes.  I’m  enjoyix^  the  foot- 
but  the  lanpiage  barrier 
is  a problem." 


Ski  Hotline 


The  Latest  snow  and  weather 
reports  from  almost  200  resorts  in  ^ 
Europe  and  North  America.  ^ 

By  phone  or  fax  call:  — 

0891  002  006 


SIdPost 

0897  500  652 

(36tyourskir^>ortsefittoyoubyfirstclasspost 
Call  and  leave  your  detaib 

Ski  Direct 

0990  393  392 

(Ml  to  receive  8 vdee  or  fax  reports  at  a discounted  rate. 
Payment  Is  by  credit  card. 

MCWSIt*.  * SlKIT,  09  #*2.  Ha*»r.  0»0  tss  MS. 

TMauardian  ChNTERAmvE 


Twickenham 
close  to  deal 
with  clubs 


Ian  Mann 


JOHN  RICHARDSON,  the 
president,  of  Ihe  Rugby 
Football  Union,  has 
swiftiy  to  help  mend  the  dam- 
agii^  split  between  Twicken- 
ham ai^  En^and's  leading 
dubs.  The  RFU's  foil  commit- 
tee meets  today,  a day  earlier 
titan  planned,  and  hopes  to  fi- 
nalise a deal  with  Hie  dubs’ 
body,  English  Professional 
Rugby  Union  Clubs. 

Tony  Hallett,  the  RFD  sec- 
retary. said  y^terday;  “We 
have  got  to  do  it  tomorrow. 
The  emnmittee  win  have  to 
make  a decision  and  I expect 
a strong  majority  for  signing 
with  Epruc." 

Cliff  Brittle,  the  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee, 
has  openly  split  with  Richard- 
son gp<i  will  go  ahead  with 
his  plan  for  a special  general 
meeting  of  an  2,000  En^ish 
dubs  even  if  an  agreement  is 
reached  today. 

Robert  Howley  was  last 
night  confident  be  will  avoid 
the  injury  jinx  that  has 
bedevilled  botb  Wales  aixd 
Ireland  in  their  buUd-up  to 
Saturday’s  meeting  in  Car- 
diff. The  Wales  and  Cardiff 
senim-baU;  a leading  candi- 
date for  the  Lions  tour  this 
summer,  has  a shoulder  In- 
jury but  it  is  respGOding  to 
treatment 

Wales’s  coach  Kevin  Bow- 
ring said:  “1  trust  Rob.  Re 
knows  his  body  and  won't 
Jeopardise  his  fkitnre  fbr  the 
salre  of  one  game.  He’s  lOO  per 
cent  better  than  he  was.  has  a 
full  range  of  movement  and 
can  pass  botb  wgys." 

Wales  have  left  a final  deci- 
sion on  Rowley’s  fitness  until 
today.  Injury  has  already 
caused  their  centre  Allan 
Hateman  to  Withdraw  fitim 
the  team,  and  Ireland,  who 
have  lost  their  captain  Keith 
Wood  for  the  rest  of  the  Five 
Nations,  are  also  without  the 
wing  James  Trapping,  who  has 
flu.  He  is  replaced  ^ the  deb- 
utant Dennis  Ifickie. 

Alan  Sharp.  Bristol’s  for- 
mer Scotland  prop,  is  set  to 
step  down  a df^on  and  join 
Coventry.  Derek  Eves, 
Sharp’s  former  Bristol  dub- 
mate  who  is  director  of  mgby 
at  Coventry,  has  opened 
tiations  with  the  27-yearxili 


Cricket 


NZ  face  selection  dilemma 
as  Atherton  crisis  grows 


Paul  WeavM’  in  Wanganin 


WREN  New  Zealand 
finally  stopped  having 
a gtggia  at  Ei^land’s 
expense  yesterday,  when,  they 
wiped  their  eyes  and  rested 
their  aching  ribs,  they  were 
presented  with  the  news  on 
televisioo  that  their  side  were 
bottom  of  the  freshly  updated 
unofQcisi  world  rankings. 

Whatever  England's  short- 
comings, the  tourists  are 
likdy  to  have  fewer  head- 
aches than  their  hosts  in  the 
build-up  to  next  week’s 
seoood  iWt  in  Wellington. 

The  shape  of  the  England 
side  will  not  change.  New  Zea- 
land, on  the  other  band,  have 
problems  with  their  leading 
wicket-taker,  Danny  Morri- 
son, and  one  of  their  best 
bat^ezL  Adam  Parore. 

Morrison  will  probably 
retain  his  place  but  more 
cause  of  hi$  heroic  batt^ 
than  his  bowling,  which 
lacked  pace  and  peiwtration: 
be  did  not  look  fuBy  fit.  Par- 
ore,  technically  one  of  the 
best  two  or  three  players  in 
the  side,  is  also  fighting  for 
his  position;  his  two  rash  mis- 
judgments  on  the  final  morn- 
ing let  in  Bn^and  for  what 
seemed  a certain  victoEj'. 

The  all-rounder  Justin 
Vau^ian  is  also  on  the  fringe 
after  a disappointing  perfor- 
mance in  Auckland.  And 
some  players  in  the  New  Zea- 
land A aide,  who  today  start  a 
four^iay  match  against  Eng- 
land here,  will  be  discussed  at 
the  selection  meeting. 

Geoff  Allott  24.  a left-arm 


ZUisgworth  . . . ‘debacle* 

swing  bowler  from  Christ- 
churcb,  and  Robert  Kennedy. 
24.  a right-arm  fastnnedium 
bowler  Svni  Otago  who  was 
taken  to  the  last  World  Cup, 
are  being  looked  at.  Heath 
Davis,  the  Wellington  fast 
bowler  who  was  so  erratic  in 
England  in  1994,  is  on  the' 
shortlist 

'The  aggressive  top-order 
batsman  Craig  Spearman, 
from  Central  Districts.  U also 
being  considered,  as  is  the 
Otago  Off-spinner  Paul  Wise- 
man. Canterbury’s  (fraig  Mc- 
Milfon,  ffdio  has  captain^  the 
country's  youth  team  and  is  a 
Test  certainty  for  the  future, 
is  not  playing  for  the  A team 
but  on  Tuesday  scored  an  un- 
beaten 147  against  Welling- 
ton. And  the  one-day  special- 
ist Chris  Harris  is  not  far 
away  from  a recall:  New  Zea- 
land are  desperate. 

Fbr  England,  chou^  four 
days'  brooding  over  what 
mi^t  have  been  at  Eden  Park. 


as  they  face  the  A (earn  in  this 
old  coastal  town  between  Wel- 
lington and  New  Plymouth, 
will  do  them  no  good.  It  might 
have  better  suited  the  demor- 
alised players  to  go  directly 
into  an^er  Test 

Nasser  Hussain,  the  vice- 
captain,  was  yesterday  s^ 
shaking  his  bead  with  disbe- 
lief over  recent  events. 
"Whatever  happens  now,  1 
think  matches  like  those  in 
Bulawayo  and  .Auckland  wlH 
come  back  to  haunt  me  in  10 
years’  time." 

Hussain  feels  the  sooner 
England  discover  an  unpre- 
dictable, match-winning 
bowler  the  better.  “We  really 
need  someone  unortbodox. 
someone  capable  of  bowling  a 
side  out  on  a flat  wicket.  Aus- 
tralia have  Sh^e  Warne  and 
Michael  Bevan,  Pakistan 
have  Mushtaq,  Zimbabwe 
have  Paul  Strang . . . that's 
the  sort  of  bowler  we  must  de- 
velop. That’s  why  we  have 
taken  sucb  a good  look  at  Ian 
Salisbury  over  the  years.*' 

Meanwhile  the  pressure 
continues  to  build  on  Michael 
Atherton.  Ray  nilngworth, 
who  as  England  chairaan  of 
selectors  worked  with  him, 
said  yesterday;  ‘Tie  must  take 
much  of  the  blame  for  Eng- 
land’s unbelievable  failure. 
His  lacklustre,  unimaginative 
captaincy,  along  Witt  some 
airtiil  bowling,  lay  at  the 
heart  of  another  alarming 
tour  debacle. 

“.Atherton’S  errors  of  judg- 
ment and  leadersUp  were 
vividly  evident  IT  this  carries 
on  there  will  be  no  alternative 
to  replacing  him  as  captain." 


Australians  keep  faith  with  Taylor  and  Co  for  tour 


Australia's  selectors 
have  rewarded  Mark 
Taylor  and  the  men  he  led 
to  the  series-clinclung  win 
over  West  Indies  is  Ade- 
laide by  naming  all  12  firom 
the  fomlb  Test  for  the  two- 
month  tour  (rf*  South  Afiica. 

The  opener  Matthew  El- 
liott and  rlgbt-arm  seazner 


Jason  Gillespie  round  off 
the  14-$trong  squad,  which 
leaves  after  the  fifth  Test 
starting  In  Perth  on  Satur- 
day. Is  Sooth  Africa  tbmw 
will  be  three  Tests  followed 
by  a seven-match  one-day 
series. 

Taylor,  seen  as  indispens- 
able for  his  leadership  if 


not  his  recent  batting,  said 
of  the  enrrent  series:  "It’s 
been  a lot  more  cut-throat 
for  all  the  guys.  But  when 
it  works.  It  makes  them  bet- 
ter because  they  play  onder 
pressure  all  the  time." 

SQUAW  ‘M  Tsyler.  tl  Ha«ly.  M Swan.  A 
BKtMl.  0 aiewsK,  M Einott.  J GlliMpla.  M 
HAyttM  J Langar,  Q McUratti.  P Reltlel 
S tvsme.  M WaugA.  S Waugh. 


Sport  in  brief 


Lester  checks  out 
his  Wigan  peers 

WIGAN  WARRIORS’  long  struggle  to  import  the  rugby  league 
back-row  forward  Stuart  Lester  from  Auckland  Warriors  was 
concluded  yesterday  when  be  arri'ved  at  Central  Park . Work- 
permit  problems  had  held  up  bis  arrival  and  Jack  Robinson,  the 
Wigan  chairman,  said:  “The  great  pity  is  that  the  dela.v  means 
tbat  Stuart  has  not  been  able  to  stake  his  claim  for  a place  in  the 
first  tpam  ftom  the  start,”  loriies  John  Huxley. 


Marshall  plans  his  return 

PETER  MARSRALL.  the  fomer  world  No.  2 whose  career  was 
halted  fo’  chronic  fet^ue  spidrome.  is  to  play  his  firet  competi- 
tive squash  in  Britain  for  21  months.  He  lines  up  at  No.  1 

for  the  Hertfordshire  club  Broxbourne  against  Chichester  in  the 
national  league  today.  uritesliicfianlJQgo. 


Han  bags  breaststroke  record 

THE  Chinese  teenager  Han  Xue  set  a new  world  short-course 
shimming  record  at  the  World  Cup  meeting  in  Gla^w  yester- 
day. The  15-year-oid  diced  O.l  seconds  off  her  own  record  for  the 
50  metres  breaststroke  which  she  set  last  year,  with  a time  of 
30.88sec  to  win  by  well  over  a second  from  Britain's  Jaime  Ring. 

James  Hkkman  continued  his  record-breaking  efforts  in  the 
100m  butterfly  but  it  was  not  enough  for  victory'  as  .Australia's 
l^hael  Klim  came  within  a whister  of  a world  mark.  The 
Briton,  who  won  tte  200m  butterfly  with  a British  record  on 
Tuesday,  set  a new  European  record  b>’  beating  the  mark  set  by 
Germany’s  Michael  Gross  seven  years  ago.  docking  52.34sec  to 
beat  Gross’s  mark  of  ^.51.  Klim's  time  of 52.09  w’as  only  twxi- 
hundredths  of  a second  off  the  w'orld  record  set  by  Canada's 
Marcel  Ge^  in  1990;  it  was  Klim's  fourtb  victory' of  the  meeting  to 
go  with  the  100m  and  200n)  freestyle  and  the  50tn  butterfly. 


Sweet  Williams  biooms 

MARE  WILLIAMS,  who  began  the  season  iSthlnthe  world 
snooker  rankings,  mov^  up  to  third  by  beatir^  his  fellow  Welsh- 
man Paul  Davies  5-^  in  the  quarter-finals  of  the  Welsh  Open  at 
Newport  ye^njay.  He  goes  above  Ronnie  O'Sullivan,  an  early 
loser  here,  but  behind  tte  world  No.  2 Stephen  Hendry  and  John 
Higgjns.ioritesClineSvefion. 


Harlow  goes  to  town 

GREG  HARLOW  mo\'ed  into  his  first  semi-final  of  the  world 
indoor  bowls  championship  when  be  coasted  to  an  easy  w'in  over 
Steve  Glasson  in  Preston.  Harlow,  from  Ely.  overcame  the  Aus- 
tralian 7-4,  7-3, 7-1.  “I  felt  comfortable  out  there  and  was  very 
happy  with  my  form."  he  said. 


Engiand  give  a Head  start 

1HE  England  hockey  squad  to  play  in  the  Pakistan  Golden 
Jubilee  tournament  In  Rawalpindi  tcom  March  i6to  23  includes 
two  uncai^wd  idayers,  Brett  Garrard,  the  Under-22  captain,  of 
(jufldford,  and  Stuart  Head  of  Bast  Grinstead,  wrUesPm  Roirtey. 

HCLAMPi  J Lawto  (HsvBnti.  D Uwfcw  iSw>  Grinsiaad);  Q rtJhni  lHOl«^slcn•l.  A 
ItampiNwy  (Cannoch)  I Hwitaon  IQM  LoughtwiiBiej.  J WaSka  fTBdomgioni.  W Waugh 
iSouttigaie},  n Oante  (HOC,  Hoilana).  B OamtU  (Ouiidioidi.  s Hod  (Easi  Oi  instead). 
il  Lm  (Old  (.oughtenians).  B Shaipe  (Cannodci:  H Conway  iTedaingtan!.  B Cmtohloy 
D Hal  (GuHdhird).  M Faum  lAeadins). 
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Royle 
‘close  to 
selling’ 
benched 
Barmby 


Ian  Ross  on  the  next 
big-money  move  in 
prospect  in  Everton’s 
Great  Slump  Sale 


Barmby  . . . record  signing 


SportsGxaardiam 


Premiership;  West  Ham  United  1 , Arsenal  2 


Wright  strikes  Hammers’  biow 


f* 


David  Laoey 


Arsenal  have  I 

practically  forgot- 1 
ten  what  it  feels 
like  to  lose  at 
Upton  Park,  and 
last  night  West  Ham  United 
only  brieQy  nudged  their  I 
memories.  Arsfoe  Wenger’s  ' 
team  dominated  la^  areas  of : 
the  game  after  taking  an  early  , 
lead  and,  althoagh  they  con> 
ceded  an  equaliser  just  past 
the  hour,  they  needed  only  a 
couple  of  minutes  more  to  go  j 
back  in  firont  I 

West  Ham  could  hardly  i 
have  chosen  a less  auspicious  I 
moment  to  seek  their  first ' 
home  league  win  against  > 
Arsenal  for  nine  years.  After 
only  one  victory  in  11  Pre- 
miership games  they  had  slid 
from  a comparatively  safe 
mid-table  position  into  the 
bottom  three. 

^ur  days  earlier  an  FA  i 
Cup  defeat  at  home  to  Wrex- 
ham had  brought  supporters 
on  to  the  pitch  to  protest 
about  the  management  of 
Harpr  Redknapp.  A potential 
millionaire  backer  was  wait- 
ing in  the  wii^,  well  in  the 
Caribbean  actually. 

Chants  of  “sack  the  board"  j 
were  renewed  midway  I 
through  the  Gr^  half.  There  , 
was  nothing  a few  goals  at  the 
, right  end  could  not  put  ri^t 
but  scoring  has  been  West 
I Ham's  problem  all  season. 
Last  night,  moreover,  they  | 
faced  one  of  the  Premiership's 
meanest  defences,  even 
though  Arsenal  were  without 
Keown,  who  was  suspended 
along  with  Bergkamp. 

In  Bergkamp's  absence. 
Arsenal  supported  Wright 
with  Merson  play^  in  a 
more  advanced  position  than 
usual.  In  feet  the  earliest 
threat  to  West  Ham  came 
when  Steve  Hughes  was 
allowed  to  advance  unchal- 
lenged to  within  25  yards  of 
goal  before  shooting  wide- 
That  was  in  the  third  min- 
ute. Three  minutes  more  and 
Arsenal  were  ahead.  This 
time  Merson,  released  by 
Vieira's  ball,  ran  at  a retreat- 
ing defence  which  had  not  no- 
tit^  Parlour  in  space  on  the 
right  Merson's  pass  was  true, 
so  was  Parlour's  shot  as  it 


JOE  ROYLE  yesterday 
began  to  dismantle  the 
Everton  side  he  assem- 
bled at  such  vast  expense, 
when  he  agreed  to  sell  An- 
drei Eanchelskis  to  the  Ital- 
ian club  Fiorentina.  And 
Nick  Barmby  may  make  a 
gnjek  return  to  the  North- 
east with  Newcastle. 

Barmby  became  the 
Merseyside  dab’s  record 
signing  12  weeks  ago  when 
he  moved  to  Goodison  Park 
from  Middlesbroagh  in  a 
£5.75  million  deal.  But  the 
England  intematiooal  was 
on  the  bench  for  Last  nigdiPs 
4-1  Premiership  thrashing 
by  Newcastle  at  St  James* 
Park  and  he  is  expected  to 
demand  assnrances  about 
his  future  before  the 
weekend. 

With  Royle  anxioas  to  ap- 
pease his  club’s  disen- 
chanted supporters  by  tak- 
ing firm  action  in  the  wake 
of  the  recent  slomp,  he  is 
now  thought  to  be  serioasly 
considerl^  selling  the  22- 
year-old  striker,  who  has 
started  13  senior  games 
since  he  arrived  at  Everton. 

The  qnene  of  prospective 
buyers.  If  Barmby  were  to 
be  made  available  for 
transfer,  would  certainly 
include  Newcastle’s  new 
manager.  Kenny  Dalglish 
regards  Barmby  as  one  of 
the  most  naturally  gifted 
players  in  British  football 
and  tried  to  ^gn  him  In 
1991  during  lus  time  in 
charge  at  LiverpooL 
After  a so-so  start  to  his 
l^meside  career.  Dalglish  is 
ready  to  begin  reshaping 
the  senior  squad  he  inher- 
ited from  Kevin  Keegan. 
With  Lee  Clark  ready  to 
join  Sunderland  for  a fee  of 
£2.0  million  and  Pan!  Kit- 
son  likely  to  move  to  either 
West  Ham  or  Manchester 
City  for  £2  million.  Dalglish 
has  capital  at  his  disposal. 

Talks  designed  to  end 
Kanchelskis's  brief  stay  at 
Goodison  Park  opened  in 
earnest  late  yesterday 
when  a private  jet  carrying 
Fiorentina’s  general  man- 
ager. Giancarlo  Anto^oni, 
and  the  club’s  managing  di- 
rector. Luciano  Luna, 
landed  in  Liverpool. 

Everton  rejected  Fioren- 
tina's  initial  offer  of  £6  mil- 
lion — they  paid  Manches- 
ter United  £5.5  million  for 
the  Russian  winger  — and 
demanded  more  than  £8 
million  but  the  Italians  felt 
encouraged  enough  to  come 
here  to  pursue  negotiation. 

“He  is  a player  are  have 
been  Interested  in  for  some 
Lime,  round  whom  we  be- 
lieve wc  can  build  a team 
for  the  future,”  Luna  said. 


ym- 


Oown-to-eartti  approach . . . WestHam'sPortngneseforwardHngoPorfirtosUdesinto  tackle  Nigel  WInterbnrn  of  Arsenal  photograph:  mike  cooset 


striker  and  not  a man  to  lead 
the  charge.  West  Ham’s  main 
hooe  lay  In  Porfirlo  being 
able  to  outwit  the  less  experi- 
enced Rose,  who  had  replaced 
Etown.  But  Seaman  did  not 
have  a shot  to  save  ontfl  WU- 
Uamson  drove  the  ball  low 
through  a crowd  legs  on  the 
haif-lmur. 

After  34  minutes  Porflrio's 
centre  fktnn  the  left  beat  the 
ddhnders  os  it  dipped  Into  fee 
goalmouth.  Newell's  first- 
time shot  bounced  lack  off 
Seaman's  body  before  the 
goalkeeper  knew  what  bad 
happenkl  but  the  otfeide  Qag 
was  up  anyw^'.  Even  West 
Ham’s  near-misses  were  not 
counting. 

A few  minutes  earlier 
Amenal  had  twice  come  dose 
to  eartending  feelr  lead.  Mlk- 
losko  stopped  a header  from 
Steve  Hughes  on  the  goalline 
and  then  Merson’s  cheeky  lob 
beat  the  West  Ham  goal- 
keeper before  bouncing  on 
^crossbar. 

In  the  40t2i  mlnate,  at 
Vieira's  instigatCon.' Menon 
exchanged  passes  with  Dixon 
before  seeing  his  shot  saved 
feet-first  by  Miklosko.  A cou- 
ple of  minutes  later  Wnter- 
bum  and  Wright  combined  to 
set  up  a chance  for  Merson. 

, who  ^ot  wide. 

'Ihe  crowd  spent  half-time 
' loudly  renewing  its  desire  to 
: end  the  West  Ham  directors' 

I security  of  tenure.  The  team 
then  rmiewed  the  more  thank- 
less task  of  disturbing  fee  se- 
curity of  Arsenal’s  defence. 

More  and  more  this  looked 
like  a match  that  Arsenal 
wn^d  have  to  throw  away  to 
bring  West  Ham  any  ndief 
And  this  is  precis^  what 
begun  to  happen  Just  past  the 
hour.  BUlc  met  Rowland's 
comer  from  the  left  wife  a 
firm  header  and  Rose,  trying 
to  clear  tt,  could  only  nod  fee 
ball  into  his  own  net 

Not  that  Arsenal’s  emhar- 
CBSsment  lasted  long.  Vfithin 
two  minutes  Merson  had  sent 
Wright  through  to  regain 
them  the  lead  by  shooting 
fiirougb  Miklosfco's  legs. 


beat  Miklosko  and  found  the 
fer  comer  of  fee  net 
West  Ham's  response  was 
brisk  enough,  a series  of  pass- 


tattoo  on  fee  outer  walls  of  j once  nwar  goal  West  Ham’s  | Lampard  sborfiy  before  fee  { AJthou^  Newell,  on  ex- 


Arsenal's  defence.  Michael 
Hughes.  Rowland.  Porflrio 


lack  of  confidence  showed.  half-hour  having  suffered  two  tended  loan  &om  BirmU^- 
Their  evening  was  not  im-  late  tackles  for  which  first  bam  City,  was  well  versed  in 


and  Moncur  moved  the  ball  proved  by  the  departure  of  Parlour  and  then  Vieira  were  fee  ways  of  Adams  and  Bo^ 


Ing  movements  which  beat  a | around  neatly  enou^  but  I Moncur,  who  gave  way  to  I cautioned. 


be  is,  by  nature,  a supporting 


Wmn  HM  MIUMkK  BlWKkV. 

ntapw.  anie.  Okis.  Moncur  (Lanvard, 
26nrini.  miKAimon.  Hogrtet.  Rawfano. 
NewoU.  Perfirio. 

AnuMfe  Soamon;  Rom.  Adan*.  BeuM. 
Dixon.  Porlour.  Vlolro.  Hoghot- 
Wnwtivn.  Morion.  Wrlgm. 

HbCmom  m Bodenham  [Laoo). 


Celtic  see  Dons 
as  key  to  Europe 


Patrick  Glenn  on  the  Glasgow  club’s 
ambition  to  buy  Wimbledon 


Fergus  mccann.  the 
Celtic  chairman,  admit- 
ted yesterday  feat  he 
has  considered  taking  the 
Glasgow  club  into  the  English 
Premiership  by  purchasing 
Wimbledon. 

Although  such  a takeover  is 
unlikely,  satellite  television 
executives  have  discussed  the 
desirability  of  pitting  Celtic 
and  Rangers  against  fee  likes 
of  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
United  in  a revamped  Pte- 
miershtp.  Safe  Soottlsb  elute 
are  huge  attractions;  last  No- 
vember's Old  Firm  match 
brought  Sky  its  second-big- 
gest audience  of  that  month. 

A Celtic  official  said  last 
week:  ‘The  notion  of  the  big 
Srottlsh  clubs  playing  in  Eng- 
land is  an  old  chestnut,  which  ' 
most  people  greet  wife  sceptl- 1 
cism.  But  the  feeling  in  football 
now  is  that  if  TV  wants  some- 
thing it  tends  to  get  it" 

A Celtic  move  for  Wlmble- 
don  would  encounter  strong 
opposition  both  sides  of  the 


border  and  afanost  certainly 
require  a legal  challenge  to 
succeed.  “It  has  been  discussed 
but  taken  no  further.''  McCann 
said  yesterday.  “Celtic  has  a 
responsibility  to  supporters 
and  shareholders  to  omisiider 
aQ  options  for  the  dub  to 
prepress." 

All  of  fee  organisations  in- 
volved — the  Football  Associ- 
ation. Pretoler  League.  Scot- 
tish FA  and  Scottish  Football 
League  — have  regulations 
which  prohibit  fee  takeover 
of  one  club  by  another.  The 
Ehremler  Lease’s  constitu- 
tion even  specifies  that  it  will 
be  contested  by  leading  dubs 
“in  England  and  Wales"  and  a 
spokesman  yesterday  de- 
scribed the  idea  as  “a  non- 
starter*'. 

McCann's  comments  form 
part  of  a wider  argument 
which  sees  both  Glasgow 
dubs  reassessing  their  roles. 
Both  want  more  regular  Euro- 
pean competition  and  have 
noted  the  huge  amounts  of 


money  that  smaller  English 
clubs  such  as  Wimbledon 
receive  ftom  TV  each  season. 

Last  week  IS  Scottish  dubs 
met  to  discuss  league  recon- 
struction. "The  current  foot- 
ball environment  doesn’t 
seem  to  suit  anyone  and 
change  is  definitely 
required,"  said  McCann,  who 
has  long  stated  that  40  dubs 
are  too  many  for  a country 
the  size  of  Scotland. 

"Celtic  would  like  to  play  in 
a strong  Scottish  League  and 
eSbrts  should  be  made  to 
adiieve  this.  It  is  dlsappoint- 
Izig  feat  some  people  think 
changing  the  number  of 
teams  In  divisions  is  an 
answer  to  all  of  Scottish  foot- 
ball's problems.  We  must  look 
to  what  the  supporter  wants 
and  start  fixim  there. 

"Midweek  European  foot- 
ball is  on  the  way  and  that  is 
something  Celtic  very  mwfe 
want  to  be  part  of." 

McCann  spent  more  than  30 
years  in  North  America, 
where  he  amassed  a personal 
fortune  of  £20  million,  half  of 
which  he  invested  in  Celtic. 
He  is  a disdple  of  the  fran- 
chise system  which  op^tes 
in  professionai  US  sport  anrf 
believes  it  is  fee  best  way 
ahead  for  football  here. 

He  is  not  averse  to  trying  to 
drive  a home  and  cart  throu^ 
old,  arguably  outd^ed  legisla- 
tion and  his  targeting  of  Wim- 
bledon susests  he  has  fee 

reins  in  ht»  T<griH<  again 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,874 


Set  by  Hendra  LOS^  3 


24  Appointment  to  meet  In 
coirary  station  (5) 

25  Exotic  act  heard  in  bishop^ 
office 

26  Scottand^  fresh  visitor^ 


Down 


Across 


4 Chest-noise  grips  doctor  in 
lelsuretywafk(6} 

4 BUI  oollects  honours  (Bj 
s S^nt  of  the  alvsr  heed, 
cdmost{5} 

10  Does  one  tack  at  the 
seaside?  {4-5} 

11  Knavish  crimes,  perhaps, 
gainst  worker  (8) 

12  MakeholeinrBcord^ 


13  Parish-pump  angle, 

I proclaim,  has  changed 
(12) 

17  Mein  SMsoe  of  heat  found  in 
Bewitch  {12} 

20  Archltecfs  moulding 
volunteer  in  spectacles 

21  With  no  record  of  how  Irish 
coat  is  fashioned  (9) 

23  Secratimilectto  produce 
explosive  cocktdl  ^ 


1 Course  charts  for  drivers? 
(4.4) 

2 Many  revs  make  smaH  cars 
001(5) 

8 Ra/s  great  concentistion 
(5) 

5 Sculptor,  forsMample,  sent 
into  local — drunk  (1^ 

6 NoBypBrscn,ittumsout? 

(3.6) 

7 Goadv)Sil:1e,wehear(6) 

8 Send  up.  say,  topless 
waiters  for  a change  ^ 

10  Victoiia^head.perha^dis- 
pk^ed  by  post  W(pert?  (1 3) 

14  Late  drink,  often,  sold  in 
bars  (9) 

15  Settlement  of  conflict  in 
trade  (8) 

16  Actor  due  to  play  a teacher 

(8) 

18  Antac}d?(^ 

19  French  housem^  puts  on 
square  hat  (6) 

22  From  Greece,  four  brightly^ 
coloured  fish  ^ 
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wmm 


fiLWSBArena 

SUPPORT 

neevemo 

up4T.2aartMw 
mwMInrUKnew 
papcnhtfwewec 
mcnSac*  sea 


SotuHon  temonaar ' 


airline  passenger 


or  conlorlionisi? 


At  Air  Nao  Zahad  we  aim  (g  pamper 


OKiy  pofto/yffH.  From  tap  to,  er.  (rottom.  Thrtir 


why  our  new  Pad^c  Gws  seat  boasa  the  most 


adoauad  feabms  of  any  loiig’haul  eanumy 


doss  seat  in  Ae  aii^  A SMf  bottom  and  bade 


cashtM  tlwtwom  byft&er  to  rode  the  body  into 


idamd  ^i'Iwr.  Am  adjusiahU  footrest  and 


extendable  'wing'  headrests.  Mott  spate.  More 


support  all  round.  So  you  can  rest  assured  youV 


have  a surprismgfy  comfortable  flight.  And 


(bids  tfae  bottom  line.  Far  our  compbmeula/y 


mfonuaVon  pack  call  osOQoe-t  747  FR££. 


Ks  niJgnd  by  "O^ai  EgotmUes 


AIR  NEW  ZEALAND 


